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<X:IoH1'SS:tCN 'A'fN'!StJf.«, & ~ DMSIOO, 
water 'Otilities Br.mcb. 

.RESOxxr.t'lCN 21). W-3672' 
~ lJ., 1992-

'B.:t~Q;r.,!1:E"lQlf 

(RES. W-3672), CAUFORNIA WA1'.ER SERVlC& <XMP'AN!( -
SAtJ:N'AS. 'OlS'I:I.:aC'l' CO'S). 0lttfER'~· A OOll'A'rION 
F.RCK 1).1lE. F'.IRE FlDiI ~ OF GElmRAL .OROER; 00. 
103·, 'nlE'~'. OF c:r:sr ~ONS,OF, TAR:rF.F ME· 

.. NO.' 15,'laNO''X!SE :tN:r.r.I1aIaf,OF MOROER.XNS'tl1\Jl!.tNC.. 
~:(Om).·' . 

This resolutionqrMts CWS authority, in connection with. the I.Qma Vista 
townhQmeS project,. to d.eviate tl:om the tire fiow requirements set forth in 
Section VIII.l. (a) of General order No. 103 - S~ tor Design and 
Const:ruction~ and to d.eviate!::om the :r~ of section 0.1. o! tarift 
Rule No. 15, - Main ~ions (Rule lS), ~ the ad'Vance.ment, ):Iy 
applic:mt, o! the eost o! ~onraains designed to- 'meet tire now 
:requirements. It . also directs the Water . tltilities ~ (B:rarIch) to- initiate 
om eoneeminq·the COmmission's 'fire t.lCM :requirements, ard the fi:z:'e :!low , 
~ts. of lQc2l, :fire,protectiona9'erIOies, or otherprevaiJ.inq,loeal ' 
govexnme.nta1 aqenc:y',; anclthe'Comm.ission's.'rate;'set:ting',polic::r an:1prac:1:lces 
associated -~th,;'tire, protection serJic:e pt'OV'idecl 'a:f ~ter utilities regulated. 
~: 'tbe ,c::m=ission., ," " . . '..' . : " 

Bt\QQQQtm· 

'Ihe' Housing' Authority o! Monterey COUnty (HO\JSinq Authority) has X"eqIleSted 
thatCWS, provide service 1:0 the Io!M. Vista tow'11homes project. (9 units) located 
on OVe%paSS. Road in the :toG Ianas Oivision o! c.ws's Salinas Oistriet:. 'Jll.e 
fire :nowrequ:ize.ment of 'COImnissionGeneral Order No. 103 '(GO 103) f.or this 
hoUsin; density is· 2,.000 ~ons-per-minute ($D). CWS est.il'nates.the 
ava1lablefire. :nowca~ility fl:omitsexistinq .tacilities. at the site to be 
500' gpm. 'lbe, est:.iltIa.tEd eost:. of additional tacUities. to, ptoVide 2';000 qp1'tl to
the projeetsiteis$600,.000,. not incl.~ taxes- 1be HousinqAuthority Ms 
actvised. .. cws that the added cost to provide fire flOW' at GO, 103 ~ would 
cause' a :financial hardship.. . 

'the . North Monterey county Fire P:rotection Oist:r:!.c:t (Fire District) Ms 
foXll'ally Wic:ateclthat it· will accept the ~ :fire flow ea~ility. 
This acc:epta.nee was a.ecommodatec1 by the Fire oistrict' s requirement 1::hat fire 
suppression spr:i.nklers ani smoke detectors be" ~ec1 in the townhomes .. 
~tionally ,~on main ilnprovements pW'lnecl.'r:Jy 0$ t.or 1993 will 
irlc:rease . its· fireflQW:ea~ility to l,OOO,gpm. . conseqUently,. the Housinq 
AtXthorit:f requeste::l thAt CWS seek carmission authorit;{ to· c1eviate from. GO 103 :requ:!.x:ement. . . . . . 

cwSmade itS ~ for app~ to .. ,cleviAte from GO: 103 'f~ :now 
requirements,'w,:Rule 15i,n.:eonnec:tion'With the'Iaaa Vis't::a townhome- project .~. 
,'. ' " • '. r· ., "'. ,;, to' • 
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" . ,. 
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Resolution No,. W";3672 ' 
01Sf1':L·'12S6,I.REP:j lj' 

AdVieeI.etter No. (AL) 1243, filed May 18·, 1992. AL 124.3 "WaS rejected. ~ the 
Water 'Otilities·Branch. (Branch) because the deviation ~ was. considered 
to ~ ,neither tempotal:Y in nature nor of l.'CW'1or :il'r.po~c:e; ~ of 
Section: l.ll. of GO' 103. Also" that the deviation would result in 
noncompliance with the ConunissiQn's recent Oeeision (0.) 9l-04-o68 which. 
re.visecl the 'Fire FlcwreCJ,Uirements of CO 103 in such. a l'tl&'U"Ier as to 'WithdJ:.:r..r 
authority that, bad k>een d.eleqated. to· l~ tire j1Jrisd.ic:tions. 

CWS ~ ac1'Vised :by'Brandl that'should it wish· to p..:tt'ZUe the ~ 
&iNi.ation, a tox:mal application to, the Commission WOlJld l:>e ~... The 
rejection of };L 1243.was appealed to a bigher.Wll'lagement level and the 
decision was made that the -Branc:h.would support the requested deviation,. &"d. 
that it eoula be lw".dlecl under the Commission's. aclvice' letter proeedul:es of 
CcmInission"s Ge:neral 0'rI:ler'.96-A. . CWS,~' At. 1256., .. t;Ued. Jul.y 15,,.1992, 
~tteditsrequest'to,·deviAte '!rom 'G0103'.!1re :now requirements W; 
ad.Vanc:ementof. cost provisions of Me 15 .. ' 

mscoSSI~, 

We note that prior to· 0.9l-04-o68, Section VIII.l. of GO l03 statec1 that the 
flow ~ for fire proteetion pu:rposes set forth the.rein were eQnsi~ed 
by the Comm:i.ssion as appropriate tor application on an averagQ statewide 
:oasis.. Fw:tber,. that there are widely va:rying conditions. ~ on fire 
protection throughout·the~, sublJX'ban ana rural areas of the state .. ' It 
therefore pl:OVid.ed that the~ p~ by . local tire protection 
agencies or other. p:revailin9 loeal gcve.:nrnental agency wculCl gcvern, Whether 
qre.ate.r or lesser than those set forth 'rJy the COmmission. 

0.9l-04-o68 resulted. :O:crm Memaking' ~ R.90-o7-o04 in which the 
COlmnission investigated the neec1 to :revise GO 103-, Water 'I'm!! Rule No. 15 -
Main ExterIsions., and. Water ~! ~e No. 16 - Serlice COnnections, Me'te.rs, 
an:l customer's Facilities, in o:z:d.er to allOW' utilities author:i.ty to ~ 
certaln· costs for taeilitiC$ to· serve new customers. on to those customers. In 
~, the COmmission authorized service' connection tees, facilities. fees, 
and it inerea.sed the ~ ~ req.lirement tor costs :related 
to· main. ext:erlsions servinq in:iividuals. other c:h.e:n9es,. classified as "editlng' 
and updating' revisions to· retlec:t c:uttent materials and const:ruetion 
praet::ices."' were also· ordered in' 0.91-04-068.. Inc:luOed in this group' was a 
~e in :fire. flew X'ElqIJiremen:ts.· of the :sl:lOve mentioned Section VIIJ:.l. of CO 
103-. Specific ehanqes- ordered by. the Commission to- GO' 103 ardTarift Rules 15-
W l6 were set forth. in Appendices A W S' to 0.9l-04-o68. -

'Ihe edit:i.nq an:l updatirq :revisions of CO 103 and. 'I'ari!! Rules 15 and 16· came 
into the Rulemaking' .proceec1i:ng as a result of proposed c:1'W'lqes by certain 
utilities. 'Ib.e Branch opposed including', such editing' and revision in the 
Rulemaking' proceec1i:ng and reeommen:lecl that such. <::han9es be defen-ed to a la~ 
proceec1i:ng. 'Ibis rec:amnen:lation was ):)ased on its. belie! that the proposed 
d'lang'es were signitieant in nature, and adecpate notification had. not :ceen 
given the p.1l:>licthat woulcl potentially be affected. by the proposed charqes .. 
An interixndeeision directed, among otherthinqs, that the Branch include 
these proposed ehancJes in ~ent in:lust:ry~ wor.l<sllops.. 'I'here was 
limited: inte:r:est. shown. in,these .mtters.. in' the workshops.. No· parties-other· 
·tMn the 'Brarldi:and;a small':~of :the,tegUlatedutilities. pnticipatecl in 
.the';worksbops~ :: 0 .. 91-004-068 ,'adoptecr,~, .otthe .p%~' ebang'es-andc1en;i;ed· 

.,' "otbers~; ; .. :'.'::' ";,:;< .. ,;' ,,-".'.:::: - '.', .'.. ' - ..... '. ,"';'.<.,' .," '. . , . " 
. ',' .' '. / ' ' ".', ." .. ' ..... : ... : "', 
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.:~'. Resolutr01'lW-3672' 
.. i':'" ~~,..", 'CWSj1u:'.12SG/REP:jlj . 

, . 
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'Ibe l3r.meh now believe.$ that. the ~tion sought by Ci<1S. in Aavice Letter 1256 
should ~ approved. It also ~ieves that this req.leSt ard associated 
c~ suggest ·that the matter of :now ~ t.or ~lie tire 
protection pw:pose.s. in connection with initial construction, ~ion, or 
It\Cd:i:fication of a. water system as set. forth. in GO l03 sholJ.ld ~. revisited .. 
Further,. sufficient e.h&'lge has oecur.rec1 in t.ire supprassion. metho:ls,. lrO$t 
notal:lly the widespread. use·ot. automatic spri:OO;'ing. systems, that the 
commission should investigate1:he effect of these changes- upon the tire :new 
~ set· forth. in . GO 103, and. theassoeiated. rate· setting' policy &')d 
practices of the Commission~ '!be COmmission agrees. 

The commission's Rule 15 at Section 0 .. 1. req.lire$ that the cost of 
~on IMins.'.cle.signed to meet the fire :now- requi:rements, set forth.. in CO 
l03,·:beadvancE.'d.·~ theapplieantan.:1· then. returld.ed~ the utility as provi&!d. 
~ in Rule 15.. . ConmIission apprcval of the ~ deviation from 
fire· now'. requi:rements would necessarily ineJ.ude.cleviation: tral Se:t.ion 0.1. 

~ AND CONWSION.S 

1. CWS'5,Mviee.·:tetter No •. 1256 requestinq deviation' t:rom the· fire :now 
requi:rements~ . for . ~on ,·mains. asset forth :in Commission GO 103, Section 
VIII. lea),. and the related, cost ~. ~ set forth in Rule 15,. 
Section 0 .. 1' Should :be approved .. 

2. Brimcn's %'eci:mnendation that. the COmmission revisit· the mtter of revisions. 
to the provisions: of GO l03, in ~CI.lJa' those conce:n.irq fire :na..r 
stancla:rds:. pre.sc:ri:bed by the :loeal fire protection age:ncy or other prevailing' 
local gov~taJ,; .agency- ar'ld.::t::he .etteet; of current. tire 'suppression methods 
on fire :now ~ts.,.' should :oe. approved .. 

3 ~'Br<mch."s. reecm,Ut3ation'that, tb.e. Commission's rate· setting' poliey and. 
practices.. }:)e'reviewed in· sO: ~.'M. they:elate: to·OJr.Z:'ent fj%e SI.1PPression 
practices .. particularly the',use . ot·spri:nkler systems, should]:)e- approvec1. 

, .', ". '.," .' 
n··IS OROEREO.tbat:. 

l .. caJ.i!otnia Water service COmpany is gr.mted authority in its Salinas 
District; to deviate frQm the provisions of Section VIII.1 ea) of COlmnl ssion 
General Order No. 103 ~ !i2:e :now .~, ancl section 0.1 of 
Commission Tarttf Rule No •. J$ .~ the acl'vM'lcementof, cost tor 
d.:!.str:i.bution main' extensions desiqneci to incl~' fire protection capacity, in 
provid.inq service to the·!oma Vista T~, project. 

2. ~e Commission's Water 'Otilities BJ:anch is dire<:tecl to, prepare an Order 
Instituting Rulemal<:irq concerninq the fire p~on standa:rt1s, set forth. .in 
Section v:aI o:! ~ Order No.. 103.. It is the intent o:! the Commission 
that··the proceeclfnq.~. toouseli· on ~ua~ the :revisions that were made to 
Section:vnI ~. 0 .. 9l-04-o6$, .. ~es.t.hat o.=ent fi1:e suppression practices
allow or ~,.. an:l~ the;,'.comm:I.ssion's.policy .and.practices' in setting' rates 
. in.=nnec:tion :with..fire:~protect:.ionservices:·provided:.a.twater utilities.. , . 
reguJ.ated.:~by"tbe·Commission--:::· ':.>,. .'. . '., "', . 

• ", ,t. ", .'-"~" . .'" :<:~, ;:'", . .':.'J~.'::"':.'~~ 'I:,,;.,:>',' " '" '-' ,"'~"" .' ,.j :" •• " 
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ResolUtion ,No,~ W-36.72-, :';, . : ' 
, CWS,lAL',:1256;m:P:.jlj::. '. 

3. 'Ibis 'resolution is efteetive toc1ay. 

I· cextify that this resolution was adOpt:ect by the 'Public Utilities. Commission 
at' its:~~"meetinc.J on August 11,. 1992. 'Jlle tOUowinq'~ione.ts, 
apprevec1'l.t:, "'.,' ," , " 

,'1 . 

DANIEL Wm. FESSLER 
. Pxesident 

PATRICIA M. ECKERT',' 
NORMAN: D'~ SHOMWAY . 

Commissioners 

Commiss.ioner John. B:_ Ohanian, 
being: necessarily' absent" ' did 
not pa;t1cipate·. . -


