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IUnLIC lJrILlTUS CCM{ISSIctt OF 'IUS srA'm OF ChLlFmnA 

o::tHlSSlOO MNl~ & o:t«'LIl\NCE DIVISlc::tl 
water utU lties Brarrll 

mrowr.rOO u>. N-3926 
July 6, 1995 

~ 

(RES. H-3926), ~ RlINCIKS WATER o:.t-wMfi (~). 
~ l\IJI1t:XUZIm JoWITWIQRy Wh'Im ~mvATI~ MID 
RA'l'IOOIUJ. 

BY AINI<E IErlffi 25, FIrm JLJNE i. 1995. 

},,.adera R.anchos '''ater cmpany (~,\:) l"eqt,lests authority to add. Schedule 14 .1, 
Marrlatory Water Q:n<:;e}:vat!on lurl Ratlonin}, to its tariffs. . 

Bt\~ 

~ reqUests authority un:l~r Chapter 3, Oivision 1; of the \-tater cooe of the 
state of california to lnplem2ht a \-tater ratlool~ plan fot7 a perlcd of four 
mJnths by addilYJ Schedule 14.1 to its tariffs. 'Ihis f1110;1 1s suhnitted in 
accordance with the provisions of Ceooial Order 96-A. 

• 'Ihis Schedule 14.1 replaces the previous Schedule 14.1, \o.ilich has expired. 

•• 

MIMe serves appl'Oxirnately seven rretered.-rate Qlstorners arrl 779 flat-rate . 
aJStaners in the conm.mlty of l-Jadera Rai1chos, al'rl vicinity, ill Madera OXInty. 

DlsaJSSlOO 

'Ihe o::mnisslon, in Resolution (R,) W-3887, aut.h6rlzoo ~,~ to fHe RIlle 14.1, 
llirdatory Hater U>ilselvation arrl l?ationtrq plan, am Schedule 14 .1, MaOOatory 
o:nservation and RAtionirq on O:::tober 12t 19!'14. ~>ever, sdl€du1e 14.1 ;..~s 
made effective only for six rr6nths to all<til furlher review of the syst~/s 
water SUfPly. 

'Ille SchEdule 14.1 requested is substantively id~tlcal. to the e>.plred tariff. 
It sets forth ,,;alar allocations, ru.:cess water use ~naltles, charqes for 
rerroval of flo..t l-e.strictors, curl the pet'ied <hirih';J ",'hidl Jrru'rlatoty 
oonsetVati0i1 and ratiOhlng neasures will be in effect. ~ arrl Water 
utllitles Branch (Branch) staff have agreed that the Schedule be lli effect for 
four Jronths. 

Before Sch€dule 14.1 call ~ authorized by th€! ~ssion,the utility nist , 
hold a lX1hlio hearlll1 am take other aw1loilile steps requhal by Sections 350 ,.. 
throogh 358 of the cali (onlia Hate.l' Cod~ (COde). 

'!he C6de prOVides that the govemu¥] ~W of ahy\*wiio "tat~r SUfi,ller ooy 
declare a water sooltage errel'tjen<:¥ within its ~tV~ce area ",he:1ever it 
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detel1nines that the ordh..aty de.~ arK! l'eCfJh-e-oents of its oonst~l'S cahnot: 
be satisfied wlthcut depletil¥J the " .. alet' sttW1y to the extent that there ",wd 
be insufficient ",-atet' fot" h\.tIMh OOilSurrption, sanitation, an1 fh-c protection. 
Before lMkio;,J a cl.eclatatior. of ",ater sh6l:~ge E>JOOt-gency I . the 5t111>1 iel' t,ust 
notiry its ulStarel'S al'd hold a p.tblio hearjn:;l to <Jive C\lSt~rs the 
q:portunity t6 pt-otest stlch doolal-ation or trake ,OOOtnents, Aftei-' ~ supplier 
has declarOO a "''atet' shortage ('if(>xqency, it JTUSt ~t such ~lat:ions atrl 
restrictions on ",'C\h~i.' delivelY arrl eonsunptlOil as it chus \oIU1 oonsorve its 
,,-atei.' SUl-'l-'\ly for the greatest ptlblio be11efit. section 357 of the CQde 
t"EqJires that SUl---pHel'S that are subject to r€<J\llat.ioo by the CcmnissiOh sh..'\11 
secure its approval before rnakinl such restdctlons ai1d rationing effective. 

Mministrative law Judge Garde presided cNer a .l\Jblio HeariOJ ih ~.adera on 
Febtuary 7, 1995. . At that meeting; t~ d~~~ied that it had a "''ater shortage 
E'l'OCU:qenc.y. AS a result, JUdge Garde issUed an interim opiniOO, ~lsion 
(0'1 95-04-:006, in{::osin:j ~ service connection 11'Orato~ium untU further 
dec sion of the o:mnlssion. 

~~ gave ctistanel' notice on /\pdl 15, 1995, that it ,,'<is re<pestinq Mardatory 
Water Conservation arrl Rationil'lg for tile sUlltner tnohths. In its flH,ng, ~~ 
notes that. the ",,,,oor shOrtage errel'qer'K¥ hag been. OO1tinuous an::t'that urrler 
SUII1ier corrlitions, rn.trrlat01Y l-atiooing is necessaiy to meet the lXlSic sanitary 
~ of all «lStaners. 

'lbe Branch has received no custaoor protests of the nruxtatory tatlOtiIDl plan. 
~ D?parbre!\t of Health selVices (r«s) issued <.'a1plianoe order 03-11-940-006; 
statin:.J that the utility did not have sufficiet1t \-tatet' supply to meet st1ntOOr 
peak d~. As a result of the utility's Application (A.) 94-10-031, ~lY 
mmagement stip.1lated to lan:JUage conclUding that. the ",,,,ter deficit. \o:as 
largely the t-esult of lXX>r plahnit'q alu tMnagen~ht. an:l llot pdJiLtrlly the 
:result of drought conditiOns in the. area. 

~«:: has awlied for a General Rate Increase as a first step tdro.'ard lnpruvltq 
the ",-ater suwly ih the 5elvlce teu-it01Y, Its J\ppHcat.ion rna.terials state 
that ail itlCre..ase is necessary to obtain financi.t¥j for llE!.-1 \o.~l1s to tneet the 
"''ater shortfall. '!he utility lJlans to ask the ettrmlssion to st\l:charge 
«lStoo-ers' "tater bills to finance the iJrproverrenlS ollCe financirq is obl:alned. 

'I11e Nater utlltie.s Branch believes that ~VC has recently been shcuirq a goOO.­
faith effort to reiuce the irrpact of the ",-ater shortage. In Janlla.:n' 1995 the 
utility repait,oo a \-:ell that had failed, addirq some water pro:luction to the 
syst~-rt. lkf...'eYer, the Branch is concen-.ed that the availability of a rationinl 
J?i.'O:jram might. dissuade ~vc from a timely carpletion of, its "''''t~r stlfPly. . 
1nprov~'1le11.ts. '!he BraJ1cl1 thus believes t isawropdate to require a report 
00 the status of \-.'3ter supply irrpl~E>lnents beCote MIMe is allcMed to cOntinue 
rationin:J beyorrl the f~tr-(4) month period authorized herein. 

FINDIN:iS AND o:::tK:imIctts 

1. Sclle.:hlle 14.1, Marrlatory Water ~ti.On M:l Rationirq, is raecessaty to 
aHeM Madera Ranchos \1atel" Co. to inpl~t lro.h1atory OOt\Selvatioo al'd 
rationing after it declat'es a \-.'ater shortage eiOOrger)Cjf atrl takes other 
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applicable sters required by Sections 35() thn;(tgh 358 of the califolllia Hater 
Code. . 

2. l-'~era ~'los ',atet' COITpany declared a' ",-ater shortage e-nergenc:y at a 
~\blic hrorll~ Febl'\\cny 7, 1995, before Mnlnistrative la'.-l Judge Garde. 

3. Madera Ranchos Hater 6:\-rpany has pl"'evioUsly been authorized to irrpl~t 
ll\.,\])jatory "''ater ()OIlSelvation an.i tattooing but sUch authorizatiOll has e}..pit:oo. 

4. }OMera Ranchos Water <Xl1t-~ny has admitted its J.ltllthll responsibility for 
the "''ater shortage arrl has plal1l1€rl ste-ps to mitigate futUl"C shortages. 

5. A "'-ater connection rrot~*:orh1It\ ,,:as declared by Judge Garde in D. 95-04-006 
until new "'ater supplies are developE.'l.i.. 

I 
6. It is reasonable at this time to a11C,,"1 HrMC to add tariff SchEXiule 14.1 to 
its authorized tariffs. 

7. McurlatOlY "tater <X>ilSel.vatlOil an:l rationh~ shOUld be. in effect for only 
fOur months to provide fUl.-ther incentive to develop additional stJWlies. 
should rationing be ne<:esSaty In· the futurEl, t~ .. :tel-a Ral'lchos should be rtqlired 
to repOrt to the Water utilities Branch on. the status of its ,,:ater SUWly 
inprovement plans. 

IT IS 0RDEmD that: 

1. Madera P.a.tldl6s t-Jatet' Cc\Lp3llY is authorized to add SChedule 14.1, Marrlatory 
Water o:nsetvatioo arrl RationID:J, to its tariffs as prcposed by Advice ~tm 
No. 25. 'Ihe effective date of Schzrlule 14.1 shall be the effective date of 
this resolution. SChooule 14. i shall oontinue in force for a perted of no 
more than four (4) Ioc)llths frem the effective date of this l-esolution or·unlH 
such ti.Joo as the Oxlmission directs its IDc:xHficatiOll or repeal. 

2. Madera Ranchos Hater carpany shall submit a status repent on the 
developnent of new water suwHes to the Water Utilities Branch before it 
requests an extension or resurrption of IM.trlatol-Y water conse1:Vation an1 
rationirq. . 
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3. 'Ibis resolution 1s effectivo t<d"\y. 

I celtify that this Resolution "'-as adopted by the i\lblio utilities Camdsslon 
at. its l'egUlar lOC'eting on July 6, 1995. 'I1le followirq ():)rrtnissiOllel"S atprwed 
itz 
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.. ' " 1E'i. M.· ~ 
Actlrq ~~~l~~~,9!ieclor 

':{ 

ffiNU;L i-M. FEsslER· 
. t>resldent . 

P. GRmoRV o:tnat . 
JESSIE J. l<lUGfr, JR. 

HENRY M. tti:;PE 
ecmnissiOl"lel"S 


