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UMo{I~I(N NNIrofi & ~ DIVISI(N 
Klter ail ities Brarrlt 

msJU1TI<N N:>. W-3985* 
~il 19, 1996 

BIL~9!dJ~19N 

(RES. W-3985), SEARIm IXKsrIC wam a::MPAN'l (~). 
mtER AlJIKRlZINJ A G»W\L RNIE IN:.RKAS8 ~ 
NDITICNi\L ~ REVEN:H OF $130,190 <R 44.79\ IN 
1995. 

BY mAFr MNICE lErIH{ NXEPI'ED CN illlLY 21. 1995. 

'Ibis Reoolution 91-ants an inc1-eaBe in 911)68 ~ualrevenues of $130,190, or 
44.79\ fol." test year 1995. 'Ihe iricn~ase will pl"Ovide a 2.94% rate of l:-etUl.ll 
on late base in the test year. 

~ requested autoority l1Irler SectiOn VI of G:meral Order 96-A and 
Section 454 of the I\.lblic Utilities axle to increase rates for \t.-ater selvire 
to produce ad:iitiooal revenues of $130,490 or 44.9\ in 1995. 'Ihe uti.lity also 
n~IUested inci..'eases in the charges for tlUning off and tUl.llllYJ on of selvire 
airl th9 establishrent of a late pa}UeJlt chal~. sa~ ricdified the l.'eqUeSt on 
July 17, 1995. 'Ibe m.:dified l-equest sh:w2d a decrease in pa}'lull eXpense am 
mir¥)1" m:xllficatiOn to it o:uple of other expenses. rooK:'s rrOdified request 
s~'S 1995 91USS- revenue of $290,110 at pn~sent rates increasilYJ to $421,200 
at Pl-qJose<i rates to pnxiuce a rate of retUlU on late rose of 2.92%. sr:w.:: 
selves 1,143 rretered custarers within the unincolp:)lated camunities of Al:9US, 
'fl:ona, Pioneer lQint, BOlUSOlvay arrl Scuth Tn:na, all within San BeUlal-dino 
o::unty. 

'Ihe last geIle1-al rate incl:ease was autoorized on May 7, 1986, by Resolution 
W-3313, \t.inch autoorized an inc1-ease of $62,205 or 30.5% in 1986, and. $83,125 
or 30.8% in 1987. SL\~ 'received a cne-tirre sm'charge for teirrbl1:senent of 
Cep,utm2nt of Health Selvices fees in 1992. 

D~ICN 

'Ihe Water Utilities Blanch (Branch) rrade an independent analysis of Sil'K':ls 
SUl11'\"lly of e~u:ninJs and issued its l'ep)lt in t-ill'ch, 1995. ~ A s~ 
SI:WC/s am the Blanch's estil'rated SU1TI\:Uyof eauuIlgs atptesent; 1'equested, 
and ad.cpted lates for the test year 19~5. ~ is a \'.h:)l1y-~ subsidia1Y 
of the N::n.th ~ricanCbemica1 o:::rrpany. SU'K! had been cperat~ at a la3S for 
sevelal yeat'S rut did not file f01" a rate increase request because the utility 
was being transfen::ro fl'tm Kel-r~M:Cee Chemical Q:npaily to N::>ith Arre':dcan 
Chemical G:xTpany. 'Ihe transfer was delayed lyt conceHlS of the staff of the 
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Division of Ratepayel" ~tes of the Public Utilities O:tlmlssion. \,~hen 
these o:::ocenlS W;)re ):~solved, then the transfer ""'as authorized. Sholtly 
aftelwcuUs, sr:w::: prepared and filed this 1nc:l-ease request. 

'lhe Bl-anch nude minor adjustrrents to the expense and l.-evenue levels. 'Ibese 
adjustrrents did IX>t affect the total am:::ult of l.-evenue since the req .. }Csted 
rate of l.-etuU) ... ;as nuch belew that foond reaSCC1able for utilities of this 
s1 ze. sa~ had been 100iO) rroney for sevenll }'ea1"'S due to an increase in 
cperating expen...~ and a decline in the mnbel.- of custarers. 

sa-;\::' s <h:aft advice letter l.'eq\lested l.-ates ""hlch it estirrated \~d Pl"OOuce a 
l.Clte of l-etul:n on l.'ate oose of 2. 9~\ • ~ had a u~sidential l(lte schedule 
oorisisting of five incl.-easiO) rate blOcks ~ a sch:ol l.-ate schedule of tlu-ee 
increasing rate blOcks. 'Ihe rretel." l.Cltios airl poltion of fiXed costs <Xlfltained 
in the selvice chcu:ge o::up:nent .... ~re beltw the O:mnissicn's l.'ate design 
guidelines. sa~ Pl~ sinplifying the l.'\:!sidential rate design by, 
o:rrbining the first t\ooQ blOckS into ale block arrl <XUbining the seo:::od tw:> 
blocks into cne block. 'Ihls WJUld H:sult in a sinplified s<;h:rlule with the 
highest rate'still beginning at u.sage over 4,000 ailiic feet pel- m:.nth. 'Il~ 
rreter cha.i.~s ~t'e incl.'eaS€d to include lrOl.-e of the fixed costs and the lretel." 
l.-atios brcught in line with Ull""1.-ent (brmissioo {X)licy. 

For the sch:x>l schedule, the sizes of the tlu-ee blocks ~l:e t-educed atrl the 
selvice chal.yes ~l.'e i)lcn~ased to l.-eflect C\lr:r~nt i-ate design p3lky on fixed 
chal.yes o:otained in the selvice charges and higher rreter l.-atios. 'Ihe utility 
had l"'eqUested tha.t the thhd block begin at 20,000 a.mic feet instead of 
50,000 cubic feet. 'Ihe Branch, in l.-espcose to the Pl'ct:est of the sch:x>l 
district, l.-educed the sel.vice chcuyes .... hile rraintaining the pn:pet- rretel.· 
l.Cltios arrl incl.-eaSErl. the size of the sec::a'rl block so that the third block 
!:€gins at 25,000 CUbic feet instead of 20,000 cubic feet. 'Ihis w::uld <X'lTPly 
with the O:mnissicr1 guideline that 00 custarer receive art incn~ase ITOl-e than 
twice the system average increase of al:o...tt 45\. 

~ requested autoority to change sevelm ()U~r schedules. ,Schedule 4, 
Pl"ivate Fh-e P:rotection Selvice, w:uld l:::e incl.'Cased by the system average 
pel.'Centage. Schedule 2, Fire Hjtil.-ant Sel.vice, w::uld be cancelled since it is 
no longer used. A late chal.--ge of 1.5% with a mininun ch:n:ye of $1.00 't.QJld re 
established. Similar late chcn:93s have l:.een established by other utilities. 
'Il1e l.-ates pl.-q:osed by the Bl.-anch are included hel.-ein as J!.«:endix B. 

Branch believes it is l'Cascnable to aHew sr::w;:: to incn~ase the depjsit to 
establish credit to twice the estirrated rronthly bill hun the CUl.-rent $10.00 
and to increase the sel.vice l.'estol.<ltion chalye fran $10.00 alrin.} l-egular 
WJrking l¥::w."'S and $15.00 at other tirres to $25.00 and $15.00 l-espectively to 
l-eflect CUi""1."ent costs. SU~ slx:uld be autoorized to file revised Rules 7, 
D=p;:xsits, and 11, Discontinuance and Restol-aticn of Sel.vice, to l'eflect these 
changes. Also, as autoodzed by PUblic Utilities O::de SeCtion 2714, the 
ccnpany is pn::p:61rg that if a tenant in a l"elltal unit leaves ewing the 
o:npany, selvice to subsequent tenants in the unit w111, at the <xnpany's 
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c:ption, 00 fUlllished on the a~Ult of the larrlloni. 'Ihe Branc-.h agrees with 
these cffin)es. 

SU~ files Anm.J;al Rep;:>lts n~gularly, ani then~ are IX) ootstanding Ctmnissioo 
ol'de1's l.~h-ing inp1UVt;."{'["eJ1tS. Searles D:::lrestic N..'lter O::op.my sh:uId up:1ate 
its ta1-iff bodk by filing l~vised Rules 3, 4, 6, 10, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 
and 21. FoHns 1 and 2 sh:xlld also 00 up::lated. Schedule 2, Fire J¥lrant 
Se1vire sh:::uld 00 deleted. 

At the Branch's l.-ecOlrrencied lates s~n in 1l{::pen:lix. B, a typical rronthly bill 
for a residential rretered rustarer using 11 <Xf of water ~ld increase hun 
$19.19 to $28.81; or 46.8\. A ~-ison of customer bilis at Pl~t and 
reo:mrended lates is s~ in 1l{::pen:lix. C. 'Ihe adcpted quantities and tax 
cal cui at ions are Sh:;wl in 1l{::pen:lix. D. 

A Juice of the In-cp:)Sed late incl.-ease \\.'as nailed to each CU"3tarer on 
Octcher 6, 1995. '!he Branch l-eceived ale letter fum the superintendent of 
the 'fiuna. Sch::ols pnxesting the rate design. 'Ihe o:::ncei.ns of the sch:x>l ~l~ 
ad:h:essed in the nOOified tate design. 

A pililic ~ting \--'as heIdoo Noverrber 9, 1995, at the seniOi.-~tel· BuHdin$, 
13187 Mal"lcet St. I T:t-ona, CA. '1he Branch's l-ep1-esentativ~ eXplained. O::mniSS1on 
late setting pnx:edUl.-es arrl. the utility'S l.-epl-esentative explained the need 
for the rate in<a-ease. 1\~lve customen~ ~l-e present at the rreeting. '!he 
ru.starers o::xlplained al::o...tt the size of the incH:'ase, p1actices of the chemical 
carp311y, arrl cha.njes in p:>licy l.~lating to ch3.l:girig landlon:ls for water if a 
tenant dOes not. pay. '!he COrlCelllS of the ru.starers ~l'e adiresoo:l. 1he 
rreeting lasted a[pl'OxiIT\::1telYale and one-half h:ul-s. 

FImDGs mJ <:IN:llEICR; 

1. 1he Branch's recarrrended SlIlIDlly of eall1ings (l>ff:E'.ndix A) is l-ea.scoable and 
sOOJld 00 ad:pted. 

2. 1he 1'ates reccmrerrled by the Branch (A{:pen:lix B) al.~ l-easonable and slxuld 
00 ad:pt:ed. 

3. 'Ihe quantities (1l{::pen:lix. D) used to develcp the Branch's l-eo::mrenda.tions 
al.'e reasonable and sh::uld be adcpted. 

4. 'Ihe rate in(a~se autoorized he1~in is justified, rurl the resulting rates 
al."'e just arrl l.~sonable. 

5. SIl~ slx:uld be alla.-.W. to file a l"evised Rule 7, D2IX6its, and Rule 11, 
Oiso:x'ltinuanoe and Restoration of Selvire, to l-eflect arrCunts <:x:nsistent with 
all'"l.-ent O),Sts . 

-3-



• 

• 

Resolutioo W-3985t 
SU~/m. AL/Im:j lj 

6. ~ is autoorized to file Schedule W, Late Pa:r.rent (harge, arrl to 
inooll~late pUblic Utilities Code section 2714 to ltS late schedules. 

IT IS~ that: 

1. Autoority is 9l~ted tIJrlel.~ Pubiic Utilities O:rle section 454 f01' Searles 
D::rre~t~c Water Syst~ to fi1~_anadviceletter h~lP:>l'ati!Vthe sUrmny.of_ 
ea1n1l"l3s and the l.-evlsed schedules .attacie:l to this resolutlOO.~ />.{:petrlices A 
and B l'espectively,. arrl oona,ib:ently to cancel its pl.'esently effective . late 
Schedules 1 (Geriel:al ~tered sel.vire), 4 .. (Private Fire Pl.utectioo Service), 
1M, (Publ ie Sch::-ols ~ter¢Service), and 9MLZ .. (SUt-plus Water Haulin3 
Service) • Its filing shall -o:rrplywith ,General Oidel~ 91?-A. 'Ibe effective 
date of the revised schedules shall be fiVe days after the date. of its filing. 

2. &U«! is all~ to file a SchedUle I.C; Late i>ayrrentOlal.-ge, i11OOlpJl-ate 
I\lblic Utilities COde Section 27i4 to its l-ate schedules, to Upiate Rule 7, 
~poSits, ani Rule il, Discontinuance arrl RestOl-atico of Service. 

3. Within lS0 cbys of the effective cbte of this on:let-, ~ shall file 
t'evlsed Ru~es3,.4, .6 •. 10, 12,_~3t 14, 18; _19, 20 ~ 21. Forrrs iam :2 
sloJld also be up:lated. Such fl.lmg shall carply wlth General Onler 96-1\. 

4. 'Ibis l.-esolutico is effective to:lay • 

I cel.tify that this l-esolutico was adcpted by too Public Utilities Q:nmission 
at its l~ar rreeting on April 19, 1996. 'Ihe fo110. ... 1ng ctmnissicoers 
awroved It: 

- n\.~lEL ''In. FESSlER 
Pl.-esident 

P. rnElX:RY o:tru:N 
JESSIE J. l<NIGIT, Jr. 

HENRY M. ru.;oE 
O::mnissicoers 

O:mnissi~l'· Josiah· L. Neeper f being 
necessarilyah3ent, did not 
p::uticipate. 
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SO\'v'S'Dn AlAAH-" 
t'\ppeor!.x A • Se311es ~~ Water Corrpany 
Test Year 1995 

Ut~ity Estmated 8rardl Estffilted 
p{esent- p(opo$€d Present Proposed Adopted 
Rates Rates Rates Rltes Rates 

Revenues 
Meteroo Customers 219,cr20 403,020 219.O:XJ 403,020 405,100 
Schc:;d 8,070 14.120 8.010 14,120 11.740 
Private File Customers 900 1.4?o 900 1,420 1,420 
Other Revenue 2,640 '2.640 2.640 2.640 2.640 

T olaJ Revenue 290.710 421,200 200.710 421.200 420.900 

Expenses 
Purc::Msed Wat~ 49.020 4g,02O - 49.026 49.(0) 49.020 
POwer 0 0 0 0 0 
att.er V~ Re'.ated 0 0 () 0 0 

TotalVOkxne ~led 49.@ 49,020- 49.020 490.620 49.020 
Non VoOTIe ~red 

E~labor 81,400 81.400 81,400 81,400 81,400 
MaterialS 10,400 - 10.496- 10.490- to,490 10,400 . 
Cootrad wOO< - 3,520 3.520 3.520 ,3,~ 3,520 
Transp6rtatOO'~ 11.500 11.500 11,500 . 11,500 11~590 
Ofler plant Maintenance 660 660 660 ·660 600 • T ota1 Noo-Vohtne Exp 107,600 107.660 107,660 107,660 107,600 

Adnin arid General 
()ff'te Salaries 23,110 23.110 23,110 iJ,110 23.t10 
Management salaries 33,(00 33.600 33,600 33,@ 33.600 
E~ PeOsi6n &. Benef 21,550 21.550 - 21,550' 21,5s0 21.550 
t..JncoIectbIe ac(:()oots 2.470 3,560 2,470 . 3.500 2,950 
OffICe ~ and Rentals 190,000 19,000 190,006 19,090 19.000 
OffiCe suw6eS 14,110 14,110 14.110 14.11.0 14.110' -
Profes&oOal ~ 5,740 5.740 5,740 5,740 5,7~ 
1nsurar'lCe 10.110 10,110 10.110 10,110 10.11() 
RP.gW1<xy c:::omrrission Ex 7.740 7.740 7.740 7.740 7.740 . 
General &peoses 7,930 7.930 7,fIXJ 7.m 7.m 

TolaJ Admil & Goo Exp, 145,450 140,560 145,450 146,560 145.930 
Expenses eapftalizesd 
NecMGExp .. 145,450 t4S!560 145,450 146,500 145,m 
T olal Operating &peoses 302.130 . 303,240 m,l~ 303,240 302,610 

Depcedation 40,4$0 4$,480 4$,486 46,400 46,480 
OtheiTaxes 26,320 27.~ 26,292 27,245 27.243 
ItOOneTaxes BOO t().1~ eoo 10.132 10,26S 
T01' Al OEOUCTI6NS 375.730 381,085 ~75,7&2. 387.097 386.541 

NET REVENUE (65,020) 34.115' (84.992) 34.103 34,359 ,'. AATEBASE 1.167.9'20 1.t61.920 1,167.920 1.t67,m 1.167.920 

RIo. TE OF RETURN -7.28% 2.9",20k -7.28'% 2.92% 2.94% 
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APPLICABILITY 

Appendix n 
Page I 

Srarles l>Omntic Water Sco'ke 

Schedule No. I 

GENERAL METERED SERVICE 

AppJicabJe tomelered water service (Of doincstk household purposes for 
commercial or (etail establishments and ~maU industrial enterprises. 

TERRITORY 

Within Argus. Trona. Pioneer Point (Point of Rocks), Borosol\'ay and South 
Trona, unincorporated communities and territory along the westerly shore of 
Searles Lake, San Bern3.idino County. 

RATES , 

Quantity Rates: 

Per Meter 
Per Month 

First 800 cu. fI~. per loOcu.(t. ................................................... $1.42 (I) 
Next 3,200 CU.ft" per 100 cu. fl ....................... ,:........................... 2.90 I 
Over 4,000 cu. n., pet 100 cu. ft. ................................................... 4.77 (I) 

Seo'ice Charge': 

Fot 518 X 3/4 inch meter ............................ · ..................................... $8.75 
Por 3/4 inch nleter ................................................................ $8.75 
For 1 inch meter ........... , ......................................................... 21.90 
For i-lti inch meter .................................. ; ................................. 44.00 
For' 2 inch IllCtel' ............................ · .. ; ....................................... 70.00 
For 3 inch meter ......... : .......................................................... 131.00 
For 4 inch meter .................................................................... 220.00 

The Sen'iceChatge is a teadiness-to-seo'e charge which is 
applicable to aU metered sco'ke arid to which is added 
charge (or water used computed at the Quantity Rate.s. 

~ SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

I. Multifamily apartnient complexes may be independentl)' n}etered or seo'cd 
fron\ one mettt. If they ate Scrved (rOni one meter. the nlOnthly or bimonthly 
consuniptiol'l shall by divided by the numbet of active units (0 calculate the 
con\modity charge. Then that tc.sult wiIJ be multiplied by the number of 
active units to arrive and the apptopriate service charge for the mete~ will be 
added. Servite under this condition is subjett to approval by the utility. 

2. Except (or scryke,undercoilditi6n 1 above, a separaJe melefandscrvite 
connection is requited fot each Stogie famlly resId.cl1ce, ~ach comn1etcial or 
relail eSlablishinfnt; or eachJ~dustrial ~ntetptise regardless of the cUStomer's 
single o\\;nership or conlrO) of the:! pren'lise's sen'cd ()r to ~ s¢"i\'ed.· The 
quantity registered b)' each meter will be charged separately. 

(continued) 

(I) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(I) 

(N) 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(N) 

(T) , 
I 

, I 
I 

(T) 
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Appendix 8· 
Page 2 

Searles Domcstk \Vater Service 

Schedule No. I 
(Continued) 

3. The utUhy reserves the right 10 linllt the quantity of water deliwred to an)' 
resident, or an)' commercial or industrial enterprise to 8,000 ~ubit (eel per 
nlonth. 

4. In accordance \'i'ith SeCtion 2714 of the 'Public Utilitits COde. if a lellant in a 
recilal unit leaveS owing the utility. service to subsequentttr)ants in Ihat unit 
will. at the utility's option, be furnished on the acCount of the landlord or 
property owner. 

. . . 

5. A latc charge of 1.5% with a $1.00 minimlJll\ charge will be appJied to bills 
unpaid by the end of the billing mOnth ill 3c(Ordan('e wilh Schedule No. Le. 

6.· All bills are subject to therehnbursement fee set forth on Schedule No. UFo 

(L) 
I 

(L) 

(N) 
I 

(N) 
(D) 

(N) 
(N) 

(N) 
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SC.lrks Oon~slk \Vater Scc\'icc 

scm-Jure No.4 

PRIVATE FIRE PROTECTION SERV(CB 

APPUCABlLlTY 

Applic:tbte to all water sC'rvice furnished to privately owned fire protection systems. 

TERRITORY 

Within Argus. Trona, Pioneer Point (Point of Rocks). Borosol\'ay and Soulh 
Trona, unincorporated communities and territory atong 'he westerl), shore of 
Searles Lake. San Bernardino County. 

RATES Per Connection 
Per month 

For each inch of dianlC'ter of service connection .............. $5.00 (I) 

SPECIAL CONDlTIO~S 

I. Service hereunder is (or private fire protection systems to which no 
connections for olhel ,han fire protection purpos.es ate al.1owed. The fire 
protection sen'i~e tOnnection shall. be installed b)' the utility. accotding to 
specifications of the San B~(nardino County Fire Department and the cost 
paid by the applicant. Such payment shall not be subject to refund. The 
utility may install a meter ot the staIidar.d detector type meter approved by the 
Board of Fire Underwriters (or protection againsllheft. leakage or waste of 
water. The cost of the facililie.s will be paid by the applicant and not subject 
to refund. 

2, The minimum diame~cr (or fire protetlion sco'ke shall be four incm-.s, and the 
maximum diametet shall be not more than the diameter of the main (0 which 
the sen'ice is tonnected, 

3. The utilll)' will supply only such water at such pressure as may be available 
from lime to time as a result of nonna) operation of the system. 

4. If a distribution main of adequate size to serve· 3 prh'atc fire protection system 
in addition to all other normal service does not exist in the street or aBe), 
adjacent to the premises to be sen'cd, then a service main from toc· nearest 
existing main of adequate capacity shall be installed by the Utllit}, and the cost 
paid by the applicant. Such cosl shall not be subject to refund. 

S. A laIc charge of 1.5% with a SI.OO minimum charge will be applied to bills (N) 
unpaid by the end of the billing month in accordance with Schedule No. Le. (N) 

6. All bills are subject. to the' reimbursement fee set forth on Schedule No~ UFo (N) 
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Searles Oomc~tic Water Service 

Scfl(duJe No. 7M 

PUBLIC SCHOOL METERED SERVICE 

APPLICABIUTY 

'Applicable to metcr~d water scr .. ic~ rurnished to and within the buildings and 
grounds or public schools. 

TERRITORY-

\Vithin Argus: Trona, Pioneer ,Point (Point of Rocks), Borosolvay and South 
Trona,llOincorporated communities and territory along the weslerly shore of 
Searles Lake. San Bernardino County. 

RATES 

Quantity Rates: 

Per Merer 
Per Month 

First 3.0Q0 cu. fl., per 100 (u. fl. ' .......................... ,_ ............... :; .• $1.01 -- (I) 
Next 2?OO(r('u.f'f., pet lOQ cu. n ................... ,........................... 1.60 . 1 
Over '25,000 (u. fl., per 100 cu. fl ............................................... -1.47 (I) 

Service Charge: 

For 5/8 X 3/4' inch meter ............................. ; ... -........................... $15.00 
For :3/4 inch meter ............................... ; ...................... :.... 22.50 
For I inch·meter .................................................................. 37.50 
For J ·1/2 inch nieter ...................................... ; .......................... 75.00 
For 2 inch mctet ....................................... ; ...• " ................... 120.00 
For 3 inch n\eter ............... ~ ................................................. 225.00 
For 4 inch rneter ..... ~ ...... ,.................................................... 375.00 

The Service Charge is f1 ieadiness-to·ser\,c charge \s.'hich is 
applicable (0 a1l metered Service and to which is added 
charge fot water used computed at the Quantity Rates. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

I. \Vater service under this schedule will be furnished only for use in school 
buildings and on school grounds. 

2. The utility reserves theright to limit the quantity of water delivered to the 
Trona Schools to 100,000 cubic (eet per meter per nlonth. 

3. A fare charge of 1.5% \\'il~ a $1.00 minimun\ charge V,rill be appJied to bills 
. unpaid by the end of the bjlling month in accordance with Schedule No. LC'-

-4. All bilts ate subject 10 the reimbursement fee set (orthoil Schedule No~ UF. 

(I) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 

(I) 

(D) 

, (N) 
(N) 

(N) 
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Searles Domestic Water Sep,ice 

Schedu,e No. 9-MLZ 

SURPLUS WATER HAULING SCHEDUI.E 

APPLtCABJUTY 

Applicable to aU watc-thauling CUStOIllerS (ordonleslic household purposes 
for commercial c$lablishments from the standpipe at Pioneer Point Pump 
Station. 

TERRITORY 

\Vithin Argus. Trona. Pioneer Point (Point of Rocks). Bor0501\'3)' and Sout~ 
Trona, unincQrp<?rated comrnunities and territor), along- the \'~'esterl)' shore of 
Searles lake, San Bernardino Counly. 

RATES 

Quantity Rates: . 

Per Meter 
Per Month 

First 800 cu. ft.; per 100 cu. n ...... -............................................ ;.$1.42 
Next 3.200 cu.(t. per tOO cu. f't ............ -............................... ;........ 2.90 
O\'tr 4.000 ~u. fl .• pet 100 cu.lt. ...................................................4.17 

Scrykc Charge: 

For each cuslonlcr .. ; ..................................................... ~ .............. S8.7S 

TheService Charge is a readJriess-lo-stn'e charge which is 
rpplicabJe (0 all metered service and to which is added 
charge for water used computed at the Qu.antity Rates. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. E~ch customer will be required to make a $40.00 deposit (0 obtain an aett·S5 
key. This deposifwill be refunded upon return of the key. 

2. Each customer using this f~cilily Will record the beginning and ending read on 
the standpipe log sheet. Customers will be biHcd (ot watet uSed. An}' 
discrepartcic.s in tolal water metered and not accounted for will beproratcd 
and billed to each customer. 

3. The utility te-scr\'~slhe right (0 limit the quantity of water deli \'e red to any 
resident. This se~'ice is avaiiabJe only on a surplus basis, (0 indi\'idual 
residences or any commercial Of industrial enterprise. and is limited to a 
ma.xinium of 2,000 cubic teet o(water per month. 

4. The utililY r~se_r\"es the right to 'dlscontinuetosCn'c w~ter upon 30 days 
written notice toeach cuslorner. Said notice· to be scnt by ccrtified mail. 

(continued) 

-(0) 
(I) 
I 

(IY' 

(I) 
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S.:arlcs Domestic \Vater Sem\'c 

Schedule No. 9Ml.Z 
(Continued) 

5. During shorlagcs of supply and interruptio~ of delivcry, Rule 14. p31agraph C. 
",\pp6rtionment of Supply During Time of Shortage." \vill apply . 

6. The standpipe is aC<'cssible to water hauling customer on a 24-hour ~asis. 

7. A lale charge of 1.5% with a 51.00 minimum charge will be applied 16 bills IN) 
unpaid by the cnd of the billing month in accordan~c 'with Schedule No. Le. IN) 

S.AII bills are ~ubjecl (0 the reimbursement fee sel forth on Schedule No. UFo (N) 
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S('.uks Dom")lic Water Seroke . . 

Schedule No. LC 

LATE CHARGE 

APPLICABILITY 

Applicable to all service. 

TERRITORV 

Within Argus. Trona. Pioneer Point (Point of Rocks). Borosolvay and South 
Trona. unincorpOrated communities and (erritory along the westerly shore of 
Searles Lake. San Bernardino County. 

RATES 

Late Charge: A late charge of 1.5% 00 unpaid balance subject to special 
conditions and minimum charge below. 

Minimum Charge: The minimum charge is $1.00. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

1. The balance is unpaid if it is not received by the end o[the month of billing. 
This is to provide alleast 19 days to pay the bill and avoid the late charge. 

2. The late charge should be irnposed only once on a delinquent bill since the 
account would be shut off before a subsequent bill, and then the account 
would be subject to the rcconnection charge as authorized by Tariff Rule No. 
11. 

3. All bills shall be subject to the reimbursement fee as set forth on Schedule No. (N) 
UF 
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Comrarison of Rates 

A comparison of the present and Branch's r..x-ommendcd rates for Searles Dom.:stic 'Vater 
Company is show below: 

Schc-dule Nc). 1 & 9 L~1Z 
. Quantity Rate 

. Per Cd(IOOcubic fecl) 
Block Sizc Rate 

Present PcoP-Qsed Pre sc nt ProP-QsC"d 

. first 2 $0.72 
next6 first 8 SI.IO SI.42 
nexlS $1.70 
nexl24 next 32 S2A5 S2.9O 
over 40 over 40 S3.30 $4.77 

SerVice Charge 
}ler meter pet month 

Meter Size 
518x3/4-inch 
3/4·inch 
I-inch 
)-1/2~inch 
i-inch 
3-inch 
4-inch 

.. Rate 
Present Prop6sed 
S6.05 $8.15 
6.70 8.15 
8.20 '21.90 

)3.40 44.00 
IS.50 70.00 
21. 70 131.00 
41.35 220.00 

Schoo) Schedule No. 7 M 
Quantity Rate 

Pet Cct (100 cubic fed) 
Block Size . Rate 

Present PropOsed - Present Proposed 

first 50 . 
next 450 
o\'e( 500 

Meter Size 
518x3/4-inch 
314·inch 
I-inch 
)·II2-inth 
2-inch ,. 
3·inch 
4-inch 

first 30 
nexl220 
oyer 250 

SI.02 
$1.5i 
S2.35 

Ser\'ice Charge 
Per meter per month 

Present 
$7.55 

8.35 
11.30 
16.40 
20.20 
37.85 
51..50 

Rate 

$1.07 
$1.60 
S2.47 

PtoRQsed 
S 15.00 

22.50 
37.50 
75.00 

120.00 . 
225.00· 
315.00 
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Private Fire Service 

Per conne,tion ~r month 

For each inch of diameter of service connt,lion 
Present Pro~sed 
$3.40 $5.00 

Changes to other Ch3.fges 

Rule No. 7 ~ lkposits 

Searles prvposes to change the deposit from the current SI0.00 for a 5/8 X 3/4- inch 
meter to twice the estimated average bill. 

(Continued) 
Rule No. II - Disc()nlinuanct and Restoration of Service 

Charge (or restoration-of service 

During regular working -hours 
Olher than regular \\'orking hours 

La.te Charge 

Present 
$10.00 
$25.00 

Proposed 
$25.00 
$75.00 

Searles prop6ses to establish a late charge Of 1.5% on delinquent bills with a 'mini mu m 
charge of $1.00. , , 

Bill Comparison 

A cornparison of n\onlhly custome'rs' bilts at present aIld adopted rates for 1995 test year for a 
518 x 3/4·iilC'h meter is shown below: 

Usage Pre.sent Proposed _Amount Percent 
Cd Bills Bills In'crease Increase 

0 S6.05 $8.15 .' $2.70 44.63% 
3 8.59 13.01 4.42 51.46% 
5 lO.79 15.85 5.06 46.90% 

10 17.49 ~5.91 8.42 48.14% 
II 19.19 28.81 9.6:2 50.13% 
20 37.49 54.91 17.42 46.47% 
30 61.99 83.91 21.92 35.36% 
50 119.49 160.61 41.12 34.41% 
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Searles Domestic Water Company 

Beooromeoded ~ Quantities 

Test Year 1995 

Expenses 

1. Purchased Power None 

2. Purchased Water $49.020 
Veo<;Jor. No. Amer. ~1 
COst SQ.42 per 1,OCYJ gallons 
Total units 116,726 

3. U~lectbJa rate 0.85% 

4. Frardlise T~ 0.73% 
(composite rate) 

5. InSurance ~ . . $10,1 to 
W~et's Comp 6.9(,.% of payrol . 

6. AdVal6rem Taxes $12.760 
(1.0% of asse..~ valle) 

7. Payroll taxes $11,410 
Socia1 security 6.2% 
Medicare 1.45% 
Unemployrnenl3.2% ¢I $7,(XX) base 

SeMce CooOectioos General 

5'8 X 3'4 1128 
3-'4 () 
1 0 
1·112 8 
2 7 
3 0 
4 0 

Commodity (Cd) 134,254 

SdlooI 

0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 

4,615 
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Sear1es Domestic Water Company 

Income Taxes 

Test Year 1995 

Operating Reveoue $420,900 

Q&M Expenses $302.610 
D~reclation ~.4® 
Ad Val6rem Tax $12,760 
Payroll TaSc $11,410 
Franchise Tax $3.073 
Other deductions $0 

State taxable in<x'>me $44,567 
State Income Tax $4,145 ' 

Fed Taxable Incocne $40.4~ .) Fed Income lax $6,003 

$10,208 Total income Tax 

Rate Base 

Avera.ge Utit1rtv Plant $1,737,900 
CWlP 10,000 
Avg. Depreciation Reser 578.500 
Net Plant 1.169,400 
Less 
Advances 32.420 
ContributiOns 11.980 
Deferred Income Tax 0 
Deferred ITO 0 

Working Cash 19.120 
Materials & Supplies 23.800 
Average Rate Base 1.167,920 


