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r1l81.1C \ITlI.ITI ES CO)I~tlSSIO:'\ OF Til r. STATr. Of CA U rOR~IA 

WATfR 11I\,ISIO~ 
Small Wain 8ranch 

RESOI.lITIO~ W--tOJ. 
~Iarch 18, 1997 

• SUMMARY 

RESOl.lJTION 

(RES. \\,--tOJ-I). WOl.fBACK WATER CO~lrA~Y.ISC. 
(WWC). ORllER REI~1rOSI~G A O~E-Tl~IE SURCHARGE 
rRODUCl~G 58,150 fOR TIlE RF.CO\'rR\' OF AN 
lINA~TltlrATEO ExrE~SE MEMORANDU~I ACCOUNT 
lJ.\LA~CE. 

B\' T[L[rIlO~E REQUEST OS OR ABOUT fEBRUARY 13,1997 • 

lhis Resolution authorius WWC to. reimpose a one-time- sUh~harge Qf$3Q6.S0 per customer to rn:O\'cr 
58)15.00 C\."){\tainoo in its una.nlicipated exp.;nse memorandum a~"'Ount. WWC sencs 21 customers in the­
communit), QfSlus.alito, Marin County. 

BACKGROUND 

CommissiOn Rc$.. W-39-16, datcJ CXtober 18, 1995, authorizoo wwe to impOse a $348 p.;r customcr one­
lime surcharge to rn:owr 59,400 h<?okoo to its UnantkipatN Ewnt Memorandum Actount (UMEA). The 
money had l>«n usN to find and rLX a leak in WWC's watte s)"S!cm. On January 4, 1996, John and Nanc), 
~aton. customers Qf wwe, fikd a Petition to Modify Resolution \\'-39-16. The lk-atons pro"j\k-J 
("Wenee that W\\'C had filN a complaint in Marin C(lunt)' Sup.;-rior CQurl against anotller customer, 
Alexis Yennako\' (Ca~ 16U I) to rn:o\w tile- (osts of repairs to its water main, alleging that 
Mr. Yenna1.oy, b)' building a carport Qwr the waler Illain, had causN i! lo leak. 

lhe Commission issuoo lA~isiOn (D.) 96-09-013, September 4, 1996, that rescinded Resolution \\'-39-16 
"itlloul prcjudice and or&rN wwe to refund tile surcharge to all customers" ho had paid it. In ilie 
discussion tlle lkcision ~!ates: 

·We will allow \\'oltback 10 r~'quest r«ow!)' of costs associated \\ itll repairs Qfilie 
water nllin ifit is unsuccessful in rn:o\'ering tllose costs through its lawsuit.-

On CXtober 31. 1996. the o\\ner of WWC informoo the Administrath'e Law Judge (AU) who prcpar~-J 
0.96-09-013, by letter, ilial the suit has ocen settlN and rcqucstN reinstatement of the sutcharge. On 
Nowm~r 13. 1996. the attorney f(lr W\\'C forwardcJ a copy of the Seukment Agr~ment \\ hich resolvoo 
Case No. 16-l1-l0 (sic). As a lcon of the settkmtnt, Yennako\' agreN to de1i\'er tile sum ofSI.250 in trust 
for W\\'C. The ca~ was sub~uently dismissed \\ ilb prejudiee. 

On N about February 13, 1991, the O\\TIer of WWC cootactN the head ofthe Water Di\'ision's Small 
Water Branch (Branch) requesting reinstatement of the surcharge. After discussion with the AU, the 
Water Di\'ision has tkttnllinN tllat reinstatement of the surchlrge would ~ consistent \\ itll compliance 10 
D.96-09-0 13. and can be done by an Ad,:ke Letter rmng . 
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D1SClJSSIO~ 

Branch lias re\'kWN t},t infoonation rrO\i&,,, b)' wwe and ag,rl!eS \\ith WWCs atlQm~Y'S as~rtioo that 
wwe will not be able 10 r~,,\)\"er any aJJitiooal funds lhroogh litig,ati"., .. Brin~h. therdote. c«-oolmeoJs a 
Me-time rate increase pn:"Jocing, $8,ISO (the eocig.inll $9,400 minus the $1.250 from the seukmenl) from 
WWCs customers. Sin(e W\\'C pte-senti), has 27 customers. this is tqui\'31eot to $301.8S per customer. 

lhe r«Qwry ()ft~ remaining, balance in tlle UEMA is <m a dQlIat-fOr-dollar rosis. The UE~'A surcharge 
will not resub in a raft of retum greater than that rre\'iousl)~ authorizN. 

Seo'ice is mlfginal. but the ~blin Munkiral\\'aler Di~tricl is in t},e finat stages Of bUilding, a new s)'Stem 
to serw WWCs (ustoqIers. \\'hro the MMWD system is wmptde-, wwe will file for d«enlfkation, and 
wil1 cease to exist asa rtgulaled water c()mpan);. Fot this ceason,l11e rcso!ution should b«ome efi'.xtiw as 
soon as possibk. ' 

t'tOTICE 

Notice \~'as Pro\'idN as pJrt'ohhe origi,J1al request for t«-Oyery. To darifyihe situation lo its customers, 
the utility should be requiri'J t()t!otice its customers of the a,hke leller tiling approved b)' this resolution .. 

fl~DlNGS 

TilE Co~t~tlSSIO}l FINDS thaI: 

I. After inwstig,dtion b)' the Branch the rate surcharge hereby authorizN is justified and the resulling rates 
are just and reasonabk. 

2. wwe should file an Ad,'ice Letter to modify its rate scheJuks acrordingly and simultaneously notify 
its customers Qfthe reinstateolent. 

). B«-ause wwe Will sOOn be oot orthe utility business, this resolution should be maJe eOe-ctiw tooa),. 

IT IS ORDERED thai: 

I. . Wolfback Water Company is authotiz,--d (0 rile an Ad,-ice Letter and accompanying customer notice to 
moJify ils Schedule I, General Metered $tn-ke, to cC'\I.xt a One-time surcharge of SJOI.SS and to cancel 
the pre~ott)' eff«th-e rale schedules. The eff.xlil·c dale of the re\'jseJ rate scheJuks shall be (he days 
aner the date of filing, 

2. WoHback IS dir«tc;-.) to maintain its memorandum account in accordance with Public Utilities Code 
&etion 792.S . 

2 



• 

'. 

• 

Rt~ \\'·4034 ~brd\ 18. 1991 
W\\'Cfff 1.1: PIIO~r-)Tl.C:jlj 

3. This r('solution is C'O«tiw lo.by. 

I ~c('b)' (('(tif), thit this Reso!U\ioo was adoptN by the Pubtk Utilitks ("Qffim ission at its regu13.J m«ling 
QCl March 18. 1991. The fQlIQ\\ ing COOl missioners aPPrQn'J it: 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
President . 

JESSIE'. KNIGHT. Jr. 
HENRV M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH l.. NEEPER 

, RICHARD A. BILAS 
Commissioners 


