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L INTRODUCTION

In accordance with Rule 11.1(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure, Disability Rights Advocates (DisabRA) files this response to the joint motion
of The Utility Reform Network (TURN) and the Consumer Federation of California
(CFC) seeking a coordinated and public investigation of the factors that led to the
catastrophic gas pipeline explosion in San Bruno and other past pipeline disasters' and to
the similar motion filed on the same day by the City and County of San Francisco
(CCSF).? In their motion, TURN/CFC request that the Commission initiate a
consolidated investigation, in which it would develop appropriate preventive and
remedial measures to improve pipeline safety. CCSF similarly urges the Commission to
commence a formal, public investigation in a coordinated Commission forum in order to
meet its obligations to ensure safe and reliable gas transmission and delivery in
California. DisabRA strongly supports these motions.

Shortly after the two motions were filed, Commission President Peevey indicated
at a regularly scheduled Commission meeting that a consolidated docket would be
opened shortly, and that the creation of such a consolidated action would be on the
agenda at the next Commission meeting.” DisabRA looks forward to the release of the
agenda and the formal opening of an investigation.

11. A SINGLE, CONSOLIDATED FORUM WILL BEST SERVE THE
INTERESTS OF THE PUBLIC

TURN/CFC and CCSF both acknowledge that the Commission responded
promptly following the San Bruno explosion, and that it has already taken action and

made information available to the public. Both also note, however, that the response has

" Motion of The Utility Reform Network and the Consumer Federation of California for a Coordinated and
Public Investigation of Factors Leading to the San Bruno and Similar Catastrophes and Appropriate
Preventive and Remedial Measures, filed on January 26, 2011.

* Motion of the City and County of San Francisco for A Public Investigation Into the Explosion of PG&E’s
Gas Pipeline in San Bruno and the Adoption of Additional Procedures to Ensure Public Safety, filed on
January 26, 2011.

? “State Regulators Agree to Public Hearing on San Bruno Blast,” San Jose Mercury News, January 27,
2011.
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taken place under the auspices of multiple formal proceedings as well as through
informal processes. Such a dispersed response reduces the ability of those other than
regular participants before the Commission to track all the action under way, and limits
the opportunity for members of the public to provide input or otherwise participate. It
also increases the risk that important aspects of the review will slip through the cracks,

while decreasing efficiencies and forcing duplication of effort. Finally, the opaque nature

O to oo o ol

of the dispersed review does not foster public confidence in either the process or the
eventual outcome.

It appears that the Commission recognizes the concerns of the intervenors, as well
as the similar concerns voiced by public officials and various media outlets,” and intends

to open a single, consolidated docket to address the issues raised by the San Bruno

explosion. TURN/CFC recognized in their motion that the most appropriate forum might
not be the docket in which the two pending motions were filed (the PG&E General Rate
Case and associated investigation), and that the requested coordination and consolidation
might be best conducted in a new proceeding. DisabRA agrees. Thus, to the extent that a
new investigation is opened by the Commission at the next meeting, DisabRA would
view that as an appropriate response.
1II. CONCLUSION

For the reasons set forth in the TURN/CFC motion, the CCSF motion, and in the
argument above, DisabRA supports the creation of a single, consolidated forum for to
review of the San Bruno catastrophe and any other similar past disasters, and to develop
appropriate preventive and remedial measures. A new investigation, as has been
discussed at the most recent meeting of the Commission, would be an appropriate forum
to achieve these ends.

February 7, 2011 Respectfully submitted,

* See, e.g. “Editorial: PUC Should Launch Full Probe Into Blast,” Sacramento Bee, January 28, 2011, at p.
Al4,
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/s/

Melissa Kasnitz

Disability Rights Advocates

2001 Center Street, Third Floor
Berkeley, California 94704-1204
Telephone: 510-665-8644

Fax: 510-665-8511

TTY: 510-665-8716
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I certify that I have, by electronic mail to the parties to which an electronic mail
address has been provided, served a true copy of “Disability Rights Advocates’ Response
to TURN/CFC Motion and Motion of The City and County of San Francisco Regarding
Additional Procedures Following The San Bruno Pipeline Explosion” on all known

parties to A. 09-12-020.

February 7, 2011, at Berkeley, California.

/s/
Raziya Brumfield
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