
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Order Institulinu Rulemakinu to Continue 
Implementation and Administration of Rulemakinu 1 1-03-005 
California Renewables Portfolio Standard (f iled May 10. 201 1) 
Pro u ram. 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CLAIM INTERVENOR COMPENSATION 
AND, IF REQUESTED (and checked), ALJ RULING 
ON SHOWING OF SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARDSHIP 

Customer (parly inicndinsj to claim interv cnor compensation): The Vole Solar Initiative ("N ote 
Solar") 

Assigned Commissioner: Mark J. Perron Assigned AI. J: 
DcAngclis 11hke Malison Simon 

I hereby certify that the information I have set forth in Parts I, II, III and IV of this Notice of 
Intent (NOI) is true to my best knowledge, information and belief. I further certify that, in 
conformance with the Rules of Practice and Procedure, this NOI and has been served this day 
upon all required persons (as set forth in the Certificate of Service attached as Attachment 1). 

Signature: /s/' Kelly M. Foley 

Date: | o-i)4-201 Printed Name: kellv M. Polcv 

PARTI: PROCEDURAL ISSUES 
(To be completed by the party ("customer") intending to claim intervener compensation) 

A. Status as "customer" (see Pub. Util. Code § 1802( b)): The party claims Applies 
"customer" status because it (check one): (check) 

1. Category 1: Represents consumers, customers, or subscribers of any 
electrical, gas, telephone, telegraph, or water corporation that is subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Commission (§ 1802(b)(1)(A)) 

2. Category 2: Is a representative who has been authorized by a "customer" ( 
1802(b)(1)(B)). : ' 

3. Category 3: Represents a group or organization authorized pursuant to its 
articles of incorporation or bylaws to represent the interests of residential 
customers, to represent "small commercial customers" (§ 1802(h)) who X 
receive hundled electric service from an electrical corporation (§ 
lS02(h)( I )(('))- or to represent another eligible group. 

4. The parly's explanation of its customer status, economic interest (if any), with any 
documentation (such as articles of incorporation or bylaws) that supports the party's 
"customer" stains. Any attached documents should he identified in Part IV. 

Vole Solar is a Calilbrn ia noil-profit, public ben cfil corporation with hit ernal Revenue Code 
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$5" I (c)(2) status. workiny to liyht ulohal warminy. increase eneryv independence. decrease fussil 
fuel dependence, and luster economic development h\ briny iny solar encryy inio die niainsiream. 
Vote Solar works prineipaIK ai die siale lexeL helpiny lo implemeni die suite of policies 
necessary to build robust, sustainable and luny-ierm solar markets. founded in 2002. Vote Solar 
lias approximately 50.U00 members nationwide, ap proximately ;s.()i)(i ofvvli ieli are Calilbrnians. 
The \ast majority of the approximately X.000 t' alifornian members are indixiduals receiviny 
residential electric service from one of the Calilb rnia inx estor ow ned ulili lies. The interests of 
these customers in this proceeding, and in ener yy issues in yeneral. ar e unit|tie and are not 
adequately represented b\ other parlies that have intervened in the ease. Vote Solar is the onlv 
non-profit, public benefit organization dedicated solelv to the advaneemeni of solar enemy 
solutions, and Vote Solar's non-profit, public bene lit status prevents Vole Solar's members from 
liav iny a direct economic interest in. or yain from. Vole Solar s activ ities. 

In I). ns-()4-()5lL paye 2 footnote 14. the Com mission reaffirmed its "p rev iously articulated 
interpretation that compensation be proffered only to customers whose participation arises 
directly from their intere si> as customers." The C ommission explained ilia t "|vv |ith respect lo 
env ironnienial yroups. |l he Commission has | con eluded lliey were eliyibl e in the past with the 
undersiandiny that they r epresent eusiomers whose env ironnienial interests include the concern 
that. e.y.. reyulaiory poli eies eneouraye the adopt ion of all eost-effectiv e e onsen alion measures 
and discouraye unneeess ary new yeneratiny reso urces that are expensive and env ironmenially 
damayiny. (l).xN-()4-()nb. minieo. at 2.) They rep resent eustomers who ha ve a concern for the 
environment which disti nyuislies their interests f rom the interests represe nted by Commission 
stall", for example." Con sistent with ill is anieula lion. Vote Solar represe ills eusiomers with a 
concern for the env ironm cm that distinguishes the ir interests from the inte rests represented by 
other consumer advocates who have intervened in this case. 

l).ns-()4-t)5n also requires oryanizations such as V ote Solar to prov ide a co pv of their articles of 
incorporations in their Notices of Intent to ( laim Interv enor Compensation ("N( )l"). or to prov ide 
reference to a previous ll liny in which the articles of incorporation were su bmitted. On Auyust 
12. 2010. in proceeding IT 10-()5-0()b. Vote Solar attached articles of inco rporation and other 
relevant documents lo its NOI. On March 2. 201 I . in that same proceeding. Administrative Law 
J tidy e IVier \". Allen issu ed an . U/mini^iraiivc Law .huhj, c \ Ruling Rc^iinlin^ \<>/icc a/ linen/ la 
(laim Inicrvcnni- ( imi/>c n^atinn ("Ruliny"). Paye x of the Ruliny finds that Vo te Solar i> a 
customer "as that term is defined in Public I lilili es Code ^ lxt)2(b)( I )(C) |. that il| would be a 
significant financial hardship for |N'ole Solar| to participate in |the| procccdiny without an award 
of fees or costs |. and that The Vote Solar| Initiative is eliyible to request intervenor 
compensaiion in |the| proeeediny." 

B. Timely Filing of NOI (§ 1804(a)(1)): Check 
1. Is the party's NOI filed within 30 days after a Prehearing Conference? 

Date of Prehearing Conference: 
Yes 

No \ 

2. Is the party's NOI filed at another time (for example, because no 
Prehearing Conference was held, the proceeding will take less than 30 
days, the schedule did not reasonably allow parties to identify issues within 
the timeframe normallv permitted, or new issues have emerged)? 

Yes x 

No 

2a. The party's description of the reasons for liling its NOI at this other lime: 

2 
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Vole Solar seeks m earel'iilly evaluate in uhieli ( oinmission proceedings ii will participate. To 
avoid the duplication of party positions. Vote Sol ar's analysis includes a c lose look at whether 
Vole Solar's advocacy h rinus a new voice or per speetive. To ensure that ratepayers" funds are 
put to their hest. highest use. \'ote Solar method ically assesses whether o r not it possesses the 
appropriate level of subject mailer expertise and k nowledue. finally, to provide the best public 
serv ice possible. Vole Solar determines if it has adequate resources to fullv staff a proceeding. 

I sine these metrics. Vole Solar orieinally determined that the current iteration of the Renew ables 
Portfolio Standard Proera 111 (RPS) w as amply eov e red bv other parties and. alone vv ith the press 
of other ureent advocacy eoneerns. decided to 1110 nitor this proceeding but not seek Intervenor 
Compensation for fullv aelive partieipation. V ote Solar did. however, file direct and reply 
comments reeardine SI) 32 issues, and joined tw o other parlies in lilinu j oint reply comments . 
liven alter this activity. V ote Solar determined that. 011 a uoinu-lbrward bas is. a moniiorinu role 
was more appropriate. 

Since that lime, the Septe mher 2. 201 I .Ulinininraiiw A/ir Jmlgc \ Ruling (i'arilying ihc I III/HICI 
n! ihc Rule 21 Scute men 1 Id/nris on See/ion 3W. 2t> linpieineniaiion andR claicil Aw/cv in l'lii\ 
I'meeei/ing was issued, indicating at paue 2 that "§3l,lf2<i of die Pub. I til. (ode and other related 
issues in this proceeding may be addressed durinu the Commission's settlement efforts related to 
Tariff I ileetrie Rule 21." Uccausc Vole Solar is an active member of th e Rule 21 "Workinu 
(iroup." the recent rulinu has prompted Vole Sola r to reconsider the need t 0 file an XOI in this 
proceeding, both to cove r the overlap between ill e RPS and Rule 21 issue s. but also because it 
appears N ote Solar's RPS-related fully active participation threshold has been met. 

2b. The party's information 011 the proceeding number, date, and decision number for 
any Commission decision. Commissioner rulinu. or A LI rulinu. or other document 
authori/inu the llline of its NOI at that other time: 

On September 12. 201 I. in this proceeding. Vole Solar filed a motion seekine leave to late file 
a notice of intent to claim interv enor compensation. ()n September 27. 201 I. in this 
proceeding. Administrative I.aw .Indue Reuina DeAnuelis issued an Adininisiraiive Law 
Judge \ Ruling 1I1 ( mi/inning t'any Snuin I2I <winning \lmimii m Lite (imlideniial 
\Uueriah I inler Seal ami tSi (iraming Mmimi m l.aie-l-'ile a \miee ofliueni. Paces 2 and 2 
ol'ihe September 27. 201 I rulinc crant N ote Solar's motion seekinc leave to late file a notice of 
intent to claim interv enor compensation, and this Notice of Intent is filed pursuant to that 
authority. 

PART II: SCOPE OF ANTICIPATED PARTICIPATION 
(To be completed by the party ("customer") intending to claim intervenor compensation) 

A. Planned Participation (§ 1804(a)(2)(A)(i)): 

The party's description of the nature and extent of the party's planned 
participation in this proceeding (as far as it is possible to describe on the date this 
NOI is filed). 
The party "s statement of the issues on which it plans to participate. 

To date. Vote Solar has participated fully in the Rule 2 1 Settlement Process, filed direct 
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nnd reply comments regarding SB 32 issues, and joined two other purlieu in filing joint 
reply comments. Vote Sokir w ill continue to fully participate in the Rule 2 1 Settlement 
Process, w ill continue to fully participate in nil aspects of SB 32 AB I %0 and other 
feed-in tariff related issues as they arise. To the extent possible, in pursuit oflhis 
participation. Vote Solar will attend workshops, conduct discovery. submit comments 
and briefs, participate in hearings and settlement, and make every effort to avoid 
duplicative advocacy through coordination w ith other parties. At this time. N ote Solar 
seeks implementation of distributed generation related programs in a manner that 
promotes sustainable, long term solar market development. 

B. The party's itemized estimate of the compensation that the party expects to 
request, based on the anticipated duration of the proceeding (§ 1804(a)(2)(A)(ii)): 

Item Hours Rate $ Total $ # 

ATTORNEY FEES 
Kelly M. l oley 40 S325 SI 3.000 1 

Subtotal: SI 3.000 

EXPERT FEES 
Adam Browning 40 S200 S 8.000 

Subtotal: S 8.000 

COSTS 
Copying and Postage S 250 

Mileage Reimbursement S 500 

Subtotal: S 750 

TOTAL ESTIMATE $: S2 1.750 

Comments/Elaboration (use reference # from above) 

The reasonableness of the hourly rates requested for Vote Solars representatives will be 
addressed in Vole Solar's Request for Compensation. 

1. The estimated total for Kelly M 
this XOI. 

. Foley reflects a 50"» rale reduction for time spent preparing 

When entering items, type over bracketed text; add additional rows to table as necessary. 
Estimate may (but does not need to) include estimated claim preparation time. Claim preparation 
is typically compensated at 14 of preparer's noimal hourly rate. 

PART III: SHOWING OF SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARDSHIP 

4 
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(To be completed by party ("customer") intending to claim intervenor 
compensation; see Instructions for options for providing this information) 

Applies 
A. The party claims "significant financial hardship" for its claim for (check) 
intervenor compensation in this proceeding on the following basis: 

1. "[T]he customer cannot afford, without undue hardship, to pay the costs 
of effective participation, including advocate's fees, expert witness 
fees, and other reasonable costs of participation" (§ 1802(g)); or 

2. "[I]n the case of a group or organization, the economic interest of the 
individual members of the group or organization is small in comparison \ 
to the costs of effective participation in the proceeding" (§ 1802(g)). 

3. A § 1802(g) finding of significant financial hardship in another 
proceeding, made within one year prior to the commencement of this X 
proceeding, created a rebuttable presumption of eligibility for 
compensation in this proceeding (§ 1804(b)(1)). 
AIJ ruling (or C Rl ( decision) issued in proceeding number: 

In proceeding R. 10-()5-()()A Administrative I .aw Judge Reter V. Allen issued an 
. hliiiiiiisiraiivc /.i/ir .Jm/g c \ Ruling Rcgnri/ing \i> lice <>! Ill/cm m ('Inim / mcrvcimi-
( nmpciisii/inn ("Ruling"). Rage S of l lie Ruling finds thai il "w ould he a significant 
financial hardship for | Vole Solar| to participate in |lhe| proceeding without an award 
of fees or costs. 

Date of Al.J ruling (or CRl ( decision): 

March 3. 201 I 

The March 3. 20| I decision in R. Ii)-()5-()0(i was subsequently affirmed by the 
following more recent decisions: 

A. 10-1 1-015. A I. J Darling ruling issued June 3. 2ol I at p. 13. 
R.I 0-12-007. A LI Yip-kikugawa ruling issued July 5. 201 I al p. 12. 

B. The party's explanation of the factual basis for its claim of "significant financial 
hardship" (§ 1802(g)) (necessary documentation, if warranted, is attached to the 
NOI): " 

The economic interests of iiulix idual Vole Solar members are small when compared to 
the costs of effective participation. As stated abo\c. Vote Solar represents the interests of 
California N ote Solar members who are IOC customers. These customers share an interest in 
Vole Solar s mission to light global warming, increase energy independence, decrease fossil fuel 
dependence, and foster economic development h\ bringing solar energy into the mainstream. 
The purposes and intents of this proceeding directly affect this interest. The ultimate impact of 
this interest, however, is extremely broad in nature and inures directly to the public good and 
cannot realistically be quantified on an indiv idual lev el. Thus, because of the economics of 
public versus indiv idual benefits, the indiv idual benefit theoretically approaches zero. A near 
zero benefit is extremelv small relative the estimated S2l.~5t) financial burden these customers 
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would incur wilhoul \'olc Solar's representation. 

PART IV: THE PARTY'S ATTACHMENTS DOCUMENTING SPECIFIC 
ASSERTIONS MADE IN THIS NOTICE 

(The party ("customer") intending to claim intervenor compensation 
identifies and attaches documents (add rows as necessary.) Documents are 

not attached to final ALJ ruling.) 

Attachment No. 
Description 

1 Certificate of Service 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE RULING1 

(ALJ completes) 
Check 
all that 
apply 

1. The Notice of Intent (NOI) is rejected for the following reasons: 
a. The NOI has not demonstrated status as a "customer" for the following 

reason(s): 

b. The NOI has not demonstrated that the NOI was timely filed (Part 1(B)) for 
the following reason(s): 

c. The NOI has not adequately described the scope of anticipated participation 
(Part II, above) for the following reason(s): 

2. The NOI has demonstrated significant financial hardship for the reasons 
set forth in Part III of the NOI (above). 
3. The NOI has not demonstrated significant financial hardship for the 
following reason(s): 

4. The ALJ provides the following additional guidance (see § 1804(b)(2)): 

1 An ALJ Ruling will not be issued unless: (a) the NOI is deficient; (b) the ALJdesires to address specific 
issues raised by the NOI (to point out similar positions, areas of potential duplication in showings, 
unrealistic expectations fcr compensation, or other matters that may affect the customer's claim for 
compensation); or (c) theNOI has included a claim of "significant financial hardship" that requires a 
finding under § 1802(g). 

6 

SB GT&S 0234389 



IT IS RULED that: 

Check 
all that 
apply 

1. The Notice of Intent is rejected. 

2. Additional guidance is provided to the customer as set forth above. 

3. The customer has satisfied the eligibility requirements of Pub. Util. Code § 
1804(a). 

4. The customer has shown significant financial hardship. 

5. The customer is preliminarily determined to be eligible for intervenor 
compensation in this proceeding. However, a finding of significant financial 
hardship in no way ensures compensation. 

Dated , at San Francisco, California. 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 


