The Sanitation Districts protect public health and the environment through innovative and

cost-effective wastewater and solid waste management, and in doing so convert waste into

resources such as recycled water, energy and recycled materials.

CRGAMNIZATION

The Sanitation Districts function on a regional scale and
consist of 23 independent special districts serving about 5.4
million people in Los Angeles County. The service area covers
approximately 815 square miles and encompasses 78 cities and
unincorporated territory within the county.

GETTING THE JOB DOME

The Sanitation Districts were formed in 1923 when a significant
number of cities were forming and it was clear that managing
wastewater on a regional scale made sense. The Districts were
created to construct, operate, and “maintain facilities that
collect, treat, recycle, and dispose of domestic and industrial
wastewater,” Individual districts operate and maintain their own
portions of the collection system,

Cities and unincorporated parts of the county are responsible
for the collection of wastewater through local sewers and for
the collection of solid waste. In the 1950°s, it became apparent
that solid waste management also needed a regional approach,
At that time, the [Districts were given the responsibility
to provide for the management of collected solid waste,
including disposal and transfer operations, and materials and
energy recovery,

To maximize efficiency and reduce costs, the 23 Districts
worl cooperatively under a Joint Administration Agreementwith

one administrative staff headquartered near the City of Whitter,

Each Sanitation [istrict has a Board of Directors consisting of

the mayor of each city, and the Chair of the Board of
Supervisors for unincorporated territory. BEach District pays its
proportionate share of joint administrative costs.

GOING THE DISTAMCE

Approximately 1400 miles of main trunk sewers, 50 pumping
plants, and 11 wastewater treatment plants convey and treat
about half the wastewater in Los Angeles County. The Sanitation
[Districts’ solid waste management sites provide about one fourth
of the countywide solid waste management needs. The Sanitation
[Districts operate three sanitary landfills, four landfill energy
recovery facilities, two recycle centers, three materials
recavery/transfer facilivies, and participate in the operation
of two refuse-to-energy facilities,

BUDGEY

Owverall wastewater and solid waste management budgets
for 2011-12 are $580 million and $203 million, respectively,
Both systems provide their essential public services at some of
the most competitive service charges in the country.
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JOINT OUTFALL SYSTEM

Seventeen of the Sanitation Districts in the metropolitan
Los Angeles area are served by a regional, interconnected system
of facilities known as the Joint Outfall System (JOS). The JOS
service area includes 73 cities and unincorporated territory,and
small areas within the City of Los Angeles, Orange County, and
San Bernardino County.

The JOS employs two main types of treatment plants.
Upstream water reclamation plants capture higher quality
wastewater and convert it into a drought-proof source of water
called recycled water. Downstream, the joint Water Pollution
Control Plant (WPCP) treats wastewater with a higher industrial
contribution and the solids removed at the upstream plants.
The JWPCP discharges its treated water to the ocean.
This innovative configuration provides an efficient means to
maximize recycled water production and its availability on a
regional scale. Treatingwastewater for reuse is an important way
that Southern Californians can maintain a high quality of life in an
otherwise arid land.

There are six water reclamation plants in the JOS5, which span from
l.ong Beach to La Canada Flintridge and from the Los Angeles Cicy
boundary to the Orange County line (see map on baclk page).

SANTA CLARITA AND ANTELOPE VALLEYS
Separate from the JOS, smaller regional wastewater systems are
managed by the Sanitation Districts in the Santa Clarita Valleyand
the Antelope Valley.Each of these valleys is home to two water
reclamation plants that provide important sources of water for
wildlife habitats and for municipal and agricultural reuse.
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WASTE MANAGEMENT

BILEILL

The Sanitation Districts operate a comprehensive sclid waste
management system serving the needs of a large portion of
os Angeles County. This system includes sanitary landfills, recycle
centers, materials recaovery/transfer facilities, and energy recovery
facilities. In every operation, the first order of business is to insure
a “good neighbor policy” that strives for a safe balance with
surrounding communities.

WHO’S WHO OF DISPOSAL FACILITIES

The Puente Hills Landfill, located near the City of Whittier,is one
of the largest landfills in the nation. Puente Hills is the site of the
development of advanced environmental control systems that are
now used at well-operated landfills throughout the state
and nation. These systems, designed to protect air quality and
groundwater,include extensive landfill gas collection networks and
underground liners.

The two other operational sites are the Calabasas Landfill, located
near the City of Agoura Hills, and the Scholl Canyon Landfill,
focated in the City of Glendale. Atthe closed Spadra, Palos Verdes,
and Mission Canyon Landfills, the Sanitation [istricts continue
to maintain environmental control systems,

ENERGIZING SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
THROUGH RECOVERY FACILITIES

One of the first to utilize biogas as a natural resource to produce
renewable energy, the Sanitation Districts’ energy recovery
faciliies at the Puente Mills, Spadra, and Calabasas lLandfills
provide reliable and economic electrical power to help serve
Southern California’s increasing energy needs.

The use of solid waste as a fuel 1o produce power reduces our
reliance on fossil fuels while helping to prolong the remaining
fandfill capacity in the region. The Commerce Refuse-to-Energy
Facility is the first of its kind in California. lcis owned by a joint
powers authority (JPA) created by the Sanitation Districts and the
City of Commerce and is operated by the Sanitation Districts.
Similarly, the Southeast Resource Recovery Facility (SERR
l.ong Beach is owned by a [PA consisting of the Sanitation Districts
and the City of Long Beach, and is operated for the [PA by a
private company.

Botanic Gardens situgted on the glosod Palos Verdesl andfill
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