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To maximize efficiency and reduce costs, the 23 Districts 
work cooperatively under a Joint Administration Agreement with 
one administrative staff headquartered near the City of Whittier. 
Each Sanitation District has a Board of Directors consisting of : 1
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Seventeen of the Sanitation Districts in the metropolitan
Los Angeles area are served by a regional, interconnected system
of facilities known as the Joint Outfall System QOS)- The JOS
service area includes 73 cities and unincorporated territory,and
small areas within the City of Los Angeles, Orange County, and
San Bernardino County.

The JOS employs two main types of treatment plants.
Upstream water reclamation plants capture higher quality

contribution and the solids removed at the upstream plants.
The JWPCP discharges its treated water to the ocean.
This innovative configuration provides an efficient means to
maximize recycled water production and its availability on a
regional scale. Treatingwastewater for reuse is an important way
that Southern Californians can maintain a high quality of life in an
otherwise arid land.

■■MBBB ■■Separate from the JOS, smaller regional wastewater systems are 
managed by the Sanitation Districts in the Santa Clarita Valleyand 
the Antelope Valley.Each of these valleys is home to two water 
reclamation plants that provide important sources of water for 
wildlife habitats and for municipal and agricultural reuse.
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The Sanitation Districts arc pioneers in using recycled
beneficially and remain strong proponents of expanding ■options. ThcJOS WRPs produce a high-quality source of re
water that essentially meets drinking water standards and is reus?
at more than 600 sites throughout the county. Uses 'i
recycled water include industrial, commercial, and recreatia

5applications; groundwater recharge; agriculture; and landscape, pi
and golf course irrigation. Wastewater received at the JWPCP j

v
higher in salts making it more costly to recycle and reuse. 2■I
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The Sanitation Districts operate a comprehensive solid waste
management system serving the needs of a large portion of
l.os Angeles County.This system includes sanitary landfills, recycle
centers, materials recovery/transfer facilities, and energy recovery
facilities. In every operation, the first order of business is to insure
a “good neighbor policy” that strives for a safe balance with
surrounding communities.

WHO’S WHO OF DISPOSAL FACILITIES
The Puente Hills Landfill, located near the City of Whittier,is one
of the largest landfills in the nation. Puente Hills is the site of the
development of advanced environmental control systems that are
now used at well-operated landfills throughout the state
and nation. These systems, designed to protect air quality and
groundwater,include extensive landfill gas collection networks and
underground liners.

The two other operational sites are t aasas i.andfill, located
near the City of Agoura Hills, and the Scholl Canyon Landfill, ■HI

located in the City of Glendale. At the dosed Spadra, Palos Verdes,
and Mission Canyon Landfills, the Sanitation Districts continue
to maintain environmental control systems.

ENERGIZING SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
THROUGH RECOVERY FACILITIES
One of the first to utilize biogas as a, natural resource to produce
renewable energy, the Sanitation Districts’ energy recovery
facilities at the Puente Hills, Spadra, and Calabasas Landfills ■provide reliable and economic electrical power to help serve
Southern California’s increasing energy needs.

The use of solid waste as a fuel to produce power reduces our
reliance on fossil fuels while helping to prolong the remaining
landfill capacity in the region. The Commerce Refuse-to-Energy
Facility is the first of its kind in California. It is owned by a joint
powers authority (JPA) created by the Sanitation Districts and the
City of Commerce and is operated by the Sanitation Districts.
Similarly, the Southeast Resource Recovery Facility (SERRIF) in
l.ong Beach is owned by a JPA consisting of the Sanitation Districts
and the City of Long Beach, and is operated for the JPA by a

wm
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As the list of rccyclablcs continues to grow, the SanHs^
Districts arc deploying new, more sophisticated technolog§| 
maximize cost-efficiency. In fact, the Sanitation Districts ow|r 
operate facilities that help Los Angeles County meet its g 
diverting waste from landfills and in providing cost-efi 
transfer of municipal solid waste to landfills by truck or rail.-W
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The pioneering spirit is again apparent as the Sanitation Distil 
take the lead role in implementing the Waste-by-Raii Sysj 
the transport of waste to distant disposal facilities by'<tjj 
This innovative system will provide long-term disposal capaefi 
replace local landfills as they reach capacity and close.
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ENERGY RECOVERY
The Sanitation Districts are leaders in the production of green energy 
and the recycling of water and materials.The following arc just a few of 

our accomplishments
!

•Almost 125 megawatts (MW) of electricity are generated in 

Sanitation Districts' wastewater and solid waste operations. In total, 

the Sanitation Districts produce power equivalent to the needs of 
about 170,000 Southern California homes. Generation was 

increased with a new gas-to-cnergy facility at the Calabasas 

Landfill in 2010. Some of the electricity is used in powering 

Sanitation Districts' operations; the rest is used to reduce 
the amount of power produced by utilities, thereby reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions.

I

ENERGY PROGRAMS IN WASTEWATER
• The JWPCP uses biogas to generate 18 MW of electricity, 

making the facility virtually energy self-sufficient and saving 

approximately $15 million per year. Excess electricity is sold 

to the local power grid.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN WASTEWATER
The Sanitation Districts have been leaders in energy efficiency at 

wastewater treatment plants for decades. Tcchnologicssuch as fine 

bubble diffusion, variable speed drives, and high efficiency motors 

have allowed the Sanitation Districts to save millions of dollars in 
power costs.

ENERGY PROGRAMS IN SOLID WASTE

• Gas-to-Encrgy Facilities: Biogas. generated during the 

decomposition of organic material managed in landfills, is used 

to generate electricity. At the Puente Hills Landfill alone, 
enough electricity is generated to power about 60,000 

Southern California homes. Most of this power is sold to 

the local power grid, with the remainder used at the nearby 

San Jose Creek Water Reclamation Plant.

• Commerce Rcfusc-to-Encrgy Facility and SERRF: These facilities 

utilize controlled combustion to convert refuse to electricity - enough 

to power approximately 55,000 Southern California homes. 
Sophisticated air pollution control devices make these facilities some 

of the cleanest of their type in the world.
Amm
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SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

LANCASTERi

\ O ANTELOPE VALLEY

PALMDALE

\

i
VALENCIA

SAUGUS

LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY

01
'x_ LA CANADA

\

MISSION 
CANYON ^

schoi/l —
CANYON pulCALABASAS SAN

GABRIELx • Aril*.111■\ o
w SAN JOSE 

CREEK wWHITTIER
NARROWS

COMMERCE

APOMONA

■ ^8JA0IBP SPADRA
ASS*

0 PUENTE
HILLSHI

■Mlg

SOUTH 
GATE ☆mm

^DART

COMPTONO LOS
COYOTES

RBI

JWPCP
XTPALOS

VERDES
A LONG 

' BEACHLegend
QserrfA Water Reclamation Plant (WRP)

Active Landfill 
O Joint Administration Office (JAO)

A Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP) 
O Field Office

Materials Recovery / Transfer Facility 

^ Refuse-To-Energy 
Closed Landfill 

3|£ Recycling Center

Sanitation Districts’ Service Area

B

SB GT&S 0735253


