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California State Bar No. 274996

EDUCATION
Golden Gate University School of Law, San Francisco, CA 
Doctor of Jurisprudence, with honors, May 2010
Certificate of Specialization with Distinction in Environmental Law, Public Interest Law

Class Rank:
Honors:

Top 10%
Outstanding Achievement in Public Interest Law
Dean’s List: Fall 2007 - Summer 2008; Fall 2009 - Spring 2010
Environmental Law Program Scholar
Jesse Carter Society Honoree
Witkin Awards for Academic Excellence: Contracts II, Torts II 
CALI Excellence Awards: Writing & Research, Appellate Advocacy, Criminal Law 
Golden Gate University Environmental Law Journal, Pacific Region Edition Editor 
Public Interest Law Foundation Co-Chair

Law Journal: 
Activities:

National Lawyers Guild, GGU Chapter 
Environmental Law Society

Southern Oregon University, Ashland, OR 
Bachelor of Science cum laude in History, June 2007

EXPERIENCE

San Francisco, CA 
January 2011 - Present

Draft motions and other legal pleadings, communicate with opposing council on various aspects of cases and negotiate settlements 
and stipulations. Communicate with clients about case strategy and updates. Research various legal issues including California 
and federal civil procedure requirements, collections law, and various environmental issues. Arrange and prepare for deposition. 
Coordinate and work with law student clinicians.

Golden Gate University Environmental Law & Justice Clinic
Graduate Legal Fellow

Graduate Staff Attorney
Researched issues related to energy procurement and renewable energy integration in California for procurement proceeding 
before the PUC, including transparency and oversight issues over public utilities, and compliance with California’s loading order 
and Renewable Portfolio Standard. Analyzed PG&E’s procurement plan and related documents to identify legal and factual issues. 
Wrote briefs, motions, and testimony for PUC proceeding arguing for no additional procurement of fossil-fuels and increased 
procurement of renewable energy. Draft examination and cross-examination questions in preparation for PUC hearings. Attended 
meetings with PG&E and other parties and discussed case strategy with client.

Research Assistant
Drafted and submitted Public Records Act requests. Researched various constitutional and procedural issues such as 10th 
Amendment disputes under the Clean Air Act and rules and standards for intervening and relating cases. Researched case load and 
backgrounds of federal judges in preparation for filing of major case. Met with supervising attorneys and clients to discuss case 
strategy. Reviewed student memorandum to give feedback.

Student Clinician
Conducted extensive legal and factual research on numerous environmental laws and renewable energy issues, such as permitting 
requirements under the Clean Air Act and status of renewable energy projects across the state. Analyzed agency documents and 
environmental impact reports for comment letters to agencies. Drafted briefs, comment letters, discovery requests, and witness 
testimony.

June 2011 - September 2011

September 2010 - May 2011

August 2009-May 2010

San Francisco, CA 
October 2011 - December 2011

Reviewed and analyzed proposed renewable projects and wrote resolutions approving, modifying, or rejecting rate recovery for 
projects. Reviewed and summarized comments submitted by various parties on proposed decisions, staff proposals, and other PUC 
documents to identify legal issues. Submitted data requests to utilities and communicated with utility contract managers to address 
issues that arose when reviewing contracts. Worked with the Energy Division renewable procurement team to develop schedule for 
approving renewable contracts. Met with Administrative Law Judge to discuss proceeding status and identify major issues in the 
proceeding. Meet with utilities and other stakeholders to hear their concerns on various issues.

California Public Utilities Commission
Energy Division Intern
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Graduate Law Fellow: Admissions Office
Admissions Ambassador

San Francisco, CA 
March 2011 - June 2011

Conducted outreach to admitted students and answered their questions via phone, email, and in person meetings. Conducted tours, 
facilitated class visits, and spoke on student panels. Put mailing packets together, organized files, and processed seat deposits.

San Francisco, CA 
September 2010 - Present

Conduct research for website on plastic bag reduction ordinances, including information on jurisdictions that have banned plastic 
bags, recent CEQA litigation, and the impacts of Proposition 26. Update website with new information and studies regarding 
environmental impacts of plastic bags and write articles on plastic bag issues.

Law Offices of Stephen C. Volker
Legal Clerk
Drafted and revised motions and sections of briefs, conducted research and wrote memoranda on various points of environmental 
and procedural law. Reviewed Environmental Impact Statements and Reports, among other agency documents. Wrote FOIA 
requests and organized and analyzed documents received through those requests. Compiled and summarized documents for 
settlement conferences, organized administrative records, and wrote comment letters to various agencies.

Center for Biological Diversity
Legal Intern
Conducted research, wrote memoranda on various points of environmental, procedural, and international law. Drafted and revised 
briefs, complaints, FOIA requests, and 60 day notice letters, wrote NEPA/CEQA comment letters.

Homeless Advocacy Project
Student Clinician
Represented a tenant in a housing dispute, including communicating with opposing attorney to reach a settlement agreement 
allowing tenant to remain in residence. Completed coursework on tenant’s rights; conducted intake, and interviewed tenants.

San Francisco, CA 
September 2005 - October 2004

Collected information for, and maintained, media databases. Conducted media research into various publications in preparation for 
publishing of articles and editorials. Drafted and revised press releases and advisories.

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:
Common Ground Relief: Relief worker in post-hurricane New Orleans; March to Save Women’s Lives: Co-organizer of student 
trip to march on Washington; Greenpeace: Volunteer with Ancient Forest campaign; Klamath Salmon Media Collaborative: Co
organizer of PacifiCorp protest and fundraising event.

PlasticBagLaws.Org
Researcher

Oakland, CA 
May 2009 - December 2009

San Francisco, CA 
September 2008 - April 2009

San Francisco, CA 
June - August 2008

Rainforest Action Network
Media Intern
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