
Introduction
In D.l 1-12-052, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) defined and 
implemented three portfolio content categories (PCCs) established in Public Utilities 
Code section 399.16, for RPS procurement. The long established RPS compliance 
reporting process now requires that Commission staff determine PCC classification for 
each renewable energy credit (REC) retired1 by retail sellers for the purpose of meeting 
an RPS procurement quantity requirement (PQR). To facilitate this analysis, retail sellers 
must provide detailed information to support each PCC claim for RECs retired and 
reported in annual RPS compliance reports submitted to the CPUC. In addition, retail 
sellers must file WREGIS Reports with the California Energy Commission.2 Together, 
these RPS compliance reporting documents will create an "auditable package" for CPUC 
staff to use in substantiating PCC claims of retail sellers and determining RPS 
compliance.

The specific information required in order to complete the auditable package will 
depend on the PCC classification claimed by the retail seller, but will consist primarily of 
4 reporting documents:

1. RPS Compliance Report, Static Contract Information tab, - Submitted to the 
CPUC annually, August l3

2. WREGIS Report & NERC e-Tag Summary Report, s - Submitted to the CEC 
annually, July 1

3. RPS Hourly e-Tag Summary Report - Submitted to the CPUC annually, August 1

4. Hourly Meter and e-Tag Reconciliation Report - Submitted to the CPUC 
annually, August 1

The following sections provide more detail on the information retail sellers are required 
to present to the CPUC to verify each of the PCC classifications.

Static Contract Information - Information Required for All PCC 

Classification Claims

1 Retire means to claim a renewable energy credit in the tracking system established by the Energy 
Commission pursuant to Public Utilities Code Section 399.25 (c) and thereby commit the renewable energy 
credit to be used for compliance with the RPS.
2 Retail sellers are required to submit WREGIS Reports to the California Energy Commission annually on 
July 1. Renewables Portfolio Standard Eligibility Guidebook, Seventh Edition. (April 2013)
3 Pursuant to D.12-06-038, Ordering Paragraph 34, retail sellers must submit an annual RPS compliance 
report by August 1 of the year following the year being reported on. Any compliance report based on 
procurement information that has not been verified by the CEC must be updated not later than 30 days after 
the CEC's transmittal of the final Verification Report for the relevant year to the CPUC.
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As part of the auditable package, all retail sellers must report contract information to the 
CPUC in the Annual RPS Compliance Report, in the "Static Contract Information" tab of 
the excel spreadsheet. CPUC staff will verify static contract information by reviewing 
documents such as procurement contracts, interconnection agreements, and dynamic 
transfer agreements. Since CPUC staff does not expect static information to change, we 
will only require retail sellers to submit supporting documentation in the first year in 
which the contract is reported. Retail sellers must update the Static Contract Information 
if any existing procurement contract is amended in a manner that may impact the PCC 
classification of RECs procured from that contract or facility. Retail sellers are required 
to provide the following information in the "Static Contract Information" tab:

• Reporting Year - Enter the calendar year in which contract information is first 
reported in the Static Contract Information tab. Please update the Reporting Year 
when contracts are amended and resubmit the form with the corresponding 
contract/amended contract.

• Facility Name - Indicate the name of the facility that generated the RECs that are 
being claimed for RPS compliance. If electricity products are purchased from a 
portfolio of assets, list all of the facilities. If the facilities are unknown, indicate 
unknown.

• Technology - Select type of RPS eligible technology from the drop-down options. 
If other, please specify.

• Primary Fuel Type - Select the primary fuel used from the drop-down options. If 
other, please specify. For multi-fuel facilities, also select from the secondary fuel 
type column.

• Secondary Fuel Type - Select the secondary fuel used (if applicable) from the 
drop-down options. If other, please specify. For multi-fuel facilities, also select 
from the secondary fuel type column.

• PCC Classification Claimed - Enter the PCC classification of the reported RECs.

• Facility Status - Select the facilities status (e.g. online, in development, etc.) from 
the project from drop-down options.

• Contract Execution Date - Indicate the date the contract was originally executed. 
If the facility is utility owned, indicate the date the ownership agreement was 
originally executed or when ownership began. Retail sellers must provide 
supporting documentation, e.g. a copy of the contract agreement, to demonstrate 
the contract execution date.

• Contract Start Date - Indicate the first date that electricity products were or will 
be procured by the retail seller.
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• Facility Beginning on Date (Eligibility date on RPS Certificate) - Indicate the RPS- 
eligibility date for the facility, as indicated on the RPS eligibility certificate 
distributed by the Energy Commission. If this is yet to be determined, indicate 
TBD.

• Renewable Technology Online Date - Enter the date when the facility came 
online using a renewable fuel or technology, if different from the commercial 
online date.

• Contract End Date - State the final procurement date of the product(s) being 
purchased under the contract/agreement. If the date is unknown, enter 
"unknown."

• Contract Term - Indicate the duration of the contract. If the facility is utility 
owned, state "utility owned."

• Contract Termination Date - If the contract is terminated before the contract end 
date, please enter the termination date. Retail sellers must provide supporting 
documentation.

• Type of Contract Arrangement - All ownership/contract agreements should be 
organized based on whether they will receive facility's full output, receive 
facility's full output during a specific contracted timeframe, receive percent share 
of facility's MWh output during contracted timeframe, receive a fixed amount of 
MWh during a contracted timeframe, receive incremental generation (full RPS 
eligible amount), or receive incremental generation based on percent share of the 
total RPS eligible amount.

• Share (%) or Fixed Contract Amount of Total Generation - Enter the share of total 
generation under the current contract/agreement. If fixed amount, enter total 
contractual fixed amount and provide additional explanations in the notes 
section as necessary. Explain in "Notes" section if volume or percent amount 
changes annually and provide annual specific amounts per calendar year. Retail 
sellers may need to provide supporting documentation, e.g. a copy of the 
contract agreement, to demonstrate the share (%) or fixed amount of RECs to be 
delivered.

• CPUC ID - The identification number provided to facility by the CPUC.

• WREGIS ID - The identification number provided to facility by WREGIS.

• RPS ID - The identification number provided to facility by the CEC.

• Owner/Seller - Indicate the wholesale seller of electricity products. If utility 
owned, state "utility owned." If purchased from a load-serving entity, state the 
name of the load-serving entity.
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• Scheduling Coordinator - as detailed within the scheduling agreement or 
procurement contract. If more than one party is designated as a schedule 
coordinator, please include only the primary scheduling coordinator.

• Location (County and State, or Country if outside US) - Indicate the county and 
state that the facility is located in. If the facility is located outside of the United 
States, please indicate the country in which the facility is located. If incremental 
electricity is provided from system power purchases indicate "system power 
purchases."

• Notes - Include any additional information about the contract, including 
information on any amendments to the contract.

• Facility Source Name - For Facilities NOT interconnected to a California 
balancing authority area (CBA), - Retail sellers must enter the facility's source 
name, as registered with OATI's webRegistry.

• Resale Agreement - Choose yes or no to indicate if contract is a resale agreement, 
as defined in D.11-12-052. Provide additional supporting documentation to 
substantiate resale agreements.

• Provider of Substitute Energy (PCC 2 Only) - If substitute electricity is purchased 
from one facility, indicate the name of the facility. If electricity will be provided 
from a portfolio of facilities, list all the facilities that could be included as a 
provider. If the facilities are unknown, please indicate that electricity will come 
from unknown facilities.

• Execution Date for Substitute Energy Agreement (PCC 2 Only) - Indicate the date 
the substitute energy agreement was originally executed.

• Duration of Substitute Energy Agreement (PCC 2 Only) - Indicate the duration of 
the substitute energy agreement.

Information Required to Verify Portfolio Content Category 1 (PCC 

1) Claims - Facilities with First Point of Interconnection within a 

CBA or with Generation Scheduled into a CBA
Pursuant to D.11-12-052 (Ordering Paragraph 1) a retail seller claiming PCC 1 for RECs 
from a procurement contract or ownership agreement signed, or utility-owned 
generation in commercial operation on or after June 1, 2010 (or January 13, 2011 for 
ESPs), must provide information to the CPUC sufficient to demonstrate the generation 
facility from which the electricity is procured either:
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• has its first point of interconnection to the Western Electricity Coordinating 
Council transmission grid within the metered boundaries of a California 
balancing authority area; or

• has its first point of interconnection with the electricity distribution system used 
to serve end users within the metered boundaries of a California balancing 
authority area; or

• the generation from that facility is scheduled into a California balancing 
authority without substituting electricity from any other source, provided that, if 
another source provides real-time ancillary services required to maintain an 
hourly or sub-hourly import schedule into the California balancing authority 
only the fraction of the schedule actually generated by the generation facility 
from which the electricity is procured may count toward this portfolio content 
category; or

the generation from that facility is scheduled into a California balancing authority 
pursuant to a dynamic transfer agreement between the balancing authority where 
the generation facility is located and the California balancing authority into which 
the generation is scheduled.

Different documentation will be required for the each type of PCC 1 transaction. A 
description of the types of PCC 1 transactions, and the documentation required by the 
CPUC to substantiate retail seller's claims are as follows:

Documentation Required to Substantiate Generation from Facilities that Have a 
First Point of Interconnection within a CBA

Retail sellers must submit a copy of the facility's interconnection agreement or 
distribution system interconnection agreements demonstrating a first point of 
interconnection within a CBA.

CPUC staff may require additional information if the supporting documentation above 
is determined insufficient.

Documentation Required to Substantiate Generation from Facilities that Have 
Agreements to Dynamically Transfer Electricity to a CBA or Scheduling 
Generation into a CBA

In order for RPS-eligible resources that are dynamically scheduled into a CBA or 
generation that is scheduled into a CBA from facilities with first point of interconnection 
outside a CBA, a retail seller making a PCC 1 claim must demonstrate that the facility - 
or party responsible for the scheduling arrangements - have engaged in the appropriate 
interchange transaction to deliver the facility's generation to a CBA. In accordance with 
the policies of the NERC, interchange transactions must be tagged with an e-Tag.4

4 The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) is the entity responsible for the
5

SB GT&S 0702566



Retail sellers must provide some/all of the following documents in order to substantiate 
a PCC 1 claim from a facility with first point of interconnection outside a CBA and 
scheduling generation into, or dynamically transferring generation into a CBA:

• Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) that specify scheduling procedures and 
processes among the contracting counterparties;

• PPA or ownership agreement that specifies responsibility for delivery of the 
generation from the facility to a Point of Delivery (POD) that is in a CBA area;

• A PPA or ownership agreement demonstrating the purchase of transmission 
rights (firm, contingent firm, or non-firm) that support delivery of the renewable 
electricity to a CBA area.

• Transmission service agreements;

• Bilateral agreements;

• Broker agreements;

• Evidence from on-line trading platforms;

• Inter-Scheduling Coordinator Trade Agreements, if available; and/or

• Copies of firm transmission scheduling arrangements, if relevant.

As markets evolve, additional forms of documentation may be included.

Verification of Final Schedule and e-Tag Information for PCC 1 Claims Scheduled 
Into or Dynamically Transferred into a CBA

Because ancillary services are often used to maintain an hourly or sub-hourly import 
schedule into a CBA, the final scheduled amount of electricity as indicated on an e-Tag 
may be larger than the actual generation amount from the RPS facility. Only the fraction 
of the schedule actually generated by the RPS eligible facility, procured by the retail 
seller and scheduled into a CBA may be classified as PCC 1.

Similarly, RECs will be created for all generated output from the RPS eligible facility, 
including generation that exceeds the schedule. However, only the fraction of the 
generation that meets the schedule will be classified as PCC 1.

The auditable package for PCC 1 claims scheduled into a CBA or with a dynamic 
transfer agreement includes the following information:

• RPS Hourly e-Tag Summary Report is used to synthesize important e-Tag 
information for the CPUC verification process. The information included in the 
RPS Hourly e-Tag Summary Report should match the information found on the

implementation of the electricity tagging process. An e-Tag is an electronic record that contains the details of 
a transaction to transfer electricity from a seller to a buyer where the electricity is scheduled for transmission 
across one or more balancing authority area boundaries.
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retail seller's NERC e-Tags and the information in the WREGIS e-Tag Summary 
Report provided to the CEC. The following information is required in the CA 
RPS e-Tag Summary Report:

o e-Tag Identification number (e-Tag Code);

o Start Date (date/time of energy flow during the query period);

o Stop Date (date/time of energy flow during the query period);

o Generator Name as listed on e-Tag- (Source - this should be the facility 
generating PCC 1 RECs.) For the first compliance period only, if there is 
another source listed, the retail seller must provide a written explanation 
as to why this is the case and how staff can determine that the amount or 
percentage of the amount on the e-Tag is attributable to the specific RPS 
facility. Staff will evaluate the explanation to determine if the claim or a 
portion of the claim can be classified as PCC 1. For the second compliance 
period and forward, the source on the e-Tag must be the RPS-certified 
facility for which the PCC 1 claims are made.

o Load as listed on e-Tag (Load facility NERC registered as "Sink Point" 
aka Sink, Last Point of Delivery, POD) -the Load must be within a CBA;

o Load Control Area (LCA) as listed on e-Tag- the LCA must represent 
generation scheduled into a CBA. LCAs that are not also CBAs or are not 
located in CBAs should not be included. Amounts that are associated 
with LCAs that cannot be determined to be the same as a CBA or located 
in a CBA will not be classified as PCC V,

o Generator Control Area (GCA) as listed on e-Tag (aka Generator 
Balancing Area - for PCC 1 claims, this must be the GCA or, at a 
minimum, the BA where the RPS renewable energy resource is located);

o Total MWh on e-Tag for the time period (query period);

o Used MWh - this is the MWh amount of scheduled electricity used from 
the e-Tag and matched to WREGIS Certificates. The "Used MWh" 
amount should not be higher than the sum of the lesser of the hourly 
generation and hourly final schedule amounts for the timeframe on the e- 
Tag, but may include the accumulated kWh. No more than what was 
generated by the RPS-certified facility and which met the final schedule 
should be matched per e-Tag.

o MWh remaining - this is the number of MWhs on the e-Tag not yet 
matched to WREGIS Certificates;

o Importing Entity (PSE from line of E-tag with "RPS ID" in the 
Miscellaneous token field);
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o Miscellaneous Token Field RPS_ID (concatenation of up to 10 
Miscellaneous token values all associated with the same line of the 
physical path) - for PCC 1, the RPS Identification number must be the 
matching number for the PCC1 source facility;

o Comments - if in WREGIS, WREGIS Certificate Serial Numbers.

• The Hourly Meter and e-Tag Reconciliation Report spreadsheet, complete with:

o Date (for example, 01/01/2011; 01/02/2011, and so forth);

o Hour Ending (1; 2; 3 and so forth);

o E-Tags ID Number - this is the identification number for the e-Tag. In the 
case of multiple e-Tags per hour, report e-Tag information on its own 
row;

o Final e-Tag Volume - RPS facility's Final Hourly Schedule as represented 
on one or more e-Tags (reported in MWh - include four decimal points if 
converting from kWh);

o RPS facility's Hourly Meter Data - this is the full output from the facility 
(reported in MWh - include four decimal points if converting from kWh)

o Percent share or fixed volume of schedule — enter the procuring entity's 
percent share of the schedule represented on the e-Tag. If this is 100%, 
enter 100%. If procuring a fixed volume amount enter fixed volume

o Percent share of facility's output - Enter the percent share of the facility's 
output that the retail seller has procured. If this is 100%, enter 100%.

o Amount of Hourly Meter Data Associated with Each Final Hourly 
Schedule (MWh) - This applies when the retail seller may not be 
procuring the full capacity output and is necessary to determine the share 
of revenue meter that is allocated to a particular e-Tag schedule;

o Eligible PCC 1 Volume: Lesser of Final Hourly Schedule, Amount of 
Hourly Meter Data associated with Final Hourly Schedule (reported in 
MWh - include four decimal points if converting from kWh);

o Amount (Percent Share) of Final Hourly Schedule Procured;

o Eligible PCC 1 Volume Procured (MWh) - this is the amount of the 
Eligible PCC 1 Volume the retail seller procured, which would be 
calculated using the Percent Share of Final Hourly Schedule Procured 
multiplied by the Eligible PCC 1 Volume;

o Total MWh Retired From Eligible PCC 1 Procurement (MWh) for 
Reporting Year - because D.12-06-038 allows for retirement up to 36
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months from the initial month of generation, a multi-year accounting is 
necessary to ensure that no more than the full amount of PCC 1 RECs is 
claimed over time;

Expected Reporting Year for which Eligible PCC 1 Procurement may be 
retired - indicate expected reporting year, if known, or indicate that it will 
be reported later (2012 or Later Year for example);

Retail Seller Contract Reference Number, or Contract ID Number.

Information Specific to Portfolio Content Category 2 Claims - 

Incremental Electricity and Substitute Energy
Pursuant to D.11-12-052 (Ordering Paragraph 2) a retail seller claiming PCC 2 for RECs 
from a procurement contract or ownership agreement signed, or utility-owned 
generation in commercial operation on or after June 1, 2010 (or January 13, 2011 for 
ESPs), must provide information to the CPUC sufficient to demonstrate:

• the buyer simultaneously purchases energy and associated RECs from the RPS- 
eligible generation facility without selling the energy back to the generator at the 
same time;

• the purchased energy must be available to the buyer (i.e., the purchased energy 
must not in practice be already committed to another party);

• the initial contract for substitute energy is acquired no earlier than the time the 
RPS-eligible energy is purchased and no later than prior to the initial date of 
generation of the RPS-eligible energy under the terms of the contract between the 
buyer and the RPS-eligible generator.

Verification of Substitute Energy used to Firm and Shape for a PCC 2 Claim

For facilities with first point of interconnection outside a CBA and using substitute 
energy to match RECs, retail sellers must provide the CPUC with an RPS Hourly e-Tag 
Summary Report with headers matching those in the WREGIS NERC e-Tag Summary 
Report provided to the CEC, and include the following information:

• E-Tag Identification number (Schedule Name E-Tag Code);

• Start Date (date/time of energy flow during the query period);

• Stop Date (date/time of energy flow during the query period);

• Generator Name or more generic "Source Point" (sometimes also referred to as 
the Point of Receipt POR);
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• Load (Load facility NERC registered as "Sink Point" aka Sink, Last Point of 
Delivery POD) - the Load must be within a CBA;

• Load Control Area (LCA) - (the LCA must represent generation scheduled into a 
CBA. LCAs that are not also CBAs or are not located in CBAs should not be 
included. Amounts that are associated with LCAs that cannot be determined to 
be the same as a CBA or located in a CBA will not be classified as PCC 2);

• Generator Control Area (aka Generator Balancing Area) - for PCC 2 the GCA 
must not be a CBA;

• Total MWh on Tag for the time period (query period);

• Used MWh - (the amount matched to WREGIS Certificates);

• MWh remaining - (the amount not yet matched to WREGIS Certificates);

• Importing Entity (PSE from line of E-tag with "RPS ID" in the Miscellaneous 
token field);

• Miscellaneous Token Field RPS_ID (concatenation of up to 10 miscellaneous 
token values all associated with the same line of the physical path). For PCC 2, 
one of the RPS Identification numbers must match the source facility being 
claimed for PCC 2.

Information Specific to Portfolio Content Category 3 Claims - 

Electricity Products Not Qualifying as PCC 1 or PCC 2, Including 

Unbundled RECs
Pursuant to D.11-12-052, any retail seller claiming procurement for compliance with the 
California renewables portfolio standard from a procurement contract or ownership 
agreement signed on or after June 1, 2010 or January 13, 2011 RECs for ESPs, must 
provide information to the CPUC demonstrating that either of the following conditions 
is met:

• The procurement consists of unbundled renewable energy credits originally 
associated with electricity eligible for use in the California renewables portfolio 
standard; or

• The procurement consists of any generation eligible under the California 
renewables portfolio standard that does not quality to be counted in either the 
portfolio content category described in Pub. Util. Code § 399.16(b)(1), or the 
portfolio content category described in Pub. Util. Code § 399.16(b)(2).

Verification of PCC 3 claims will include a review of the procurement contract or 
ownership agreement to verify the date of execution, and the date/terms of contract
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amendments or modifications, including the purchase of RECs and the total amount of 
RECs purchased.

Information Specific to REC Claims Outside Portfolio Content 

Category Classifications 1, 2 and 3
Procurement claims from contract/ownership agreements executed before June 1, 2010, 
or January 13, 2011 for ESPs, are not subject to the PCC classifications established in D.ll- 
12-052. For the purposes of RPS compliance any eligible RPS RECs that are not subject to 
PCC 1, 2, or 3 will be placed in their own classification, that CPUC staff will henceforth 
refer to as PCC 0. For retail sellers, verification of PCC 0 claims will include a review of 
the contract/ownership agreement to verify the date of execution, and the date/terms of 
contract amendments or modifications, and other information as determined necessary.

All contractual information for PCC 0 REC claims must be reported in the "Static 
Information" tabs in the Annual 33% RPS Compliance Report spreadsheet, and 
supported with a copy of the executed contract.
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