
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking lo Consider Alternalise- 
I'ueled Vehicle Programs. Tariffs. and Policies

R. 13-11-007
(Piled November 22. 2013)

NOTICE OF INTENT TO CLAIM INTERVENOR COMPENSATION 
AND, IF REQUESTED (and [ ]1 checked), ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S 

RULING ON [SIERRA CLUBJ’S SHOWING OF SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL
HARDSHIP

Customer (purls inicndiug to eluim fillers cnor compensation): Sia m Club

Assigned Commissioner: Curlu Pclcrmun Assigned AI ..I: Irene l\. \loosen

I hereby certify that the information I have set forth in Parts I, II, III and IV of this Notice of 
Intent (NOI) is true to my best knowledge, information and belief. I further certify that, in 
conformance with the Rules of Practice and Procedure, this NOI and has been served this day 
upon all required persons (as set forth in the Certificate of Service attached as Attachment 1).

Signature: s Ands Kai/

Printed Name: Ands Rat/Date: 3 27 14

PART I: PROCEDURAL ISSUES
(To be completed by the party (“customer”) intending to claim intervenor compensation)

A. Status as “customer" (see Pub. I til. C ock* § lN02(b)): The parts claims 
"‘customer" status because the parts (check one):

Applies
(cheek)

1. Category 1: Represents consumers, customers, or subscribers of any 
electrical, gas, telephone, telegraph, or water corporation that is subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Commission (§ 1802(b)(1)(A))._________________

2. Category 2: Is a representative who has been authorized by a “customer” (§
1802(b)(1)(B)).

3. Category 3: Represents a group or organization authorized pursuant to its 
articles of incorporation or bylaws to represent the interests of residential 
customers, to represent “small commercial customers” (§ 1802(h)) who 
receive bundled electric service from an electrical corporation 

(§ 1802(b)(1)(C)). or to represent another eligible group.________________

X

4. The purls "s explanation of its customer status, ss ith ans documentation (such as articles 
of incorporation or b\ lass s) that supports the party’s ""customer" status. Ans attached 
documents should be identified in Part IV.

Sierra Club meets the third definition of "customer" provided in Public l tililies Code 
section IN02(b)( I )(C). Sierra Club is a "representative ol'a group or organization

1 DO NOT CHECK THIS BOX if no finding of significant financial hardship is needed (in cases where 
there is a valid rebuttable presumption of eligibility (Part 111(A)(3)) or significant financial hardship 
showing has been deferred to the intervenor compensation claim).
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authorized pursuant to its articles of incorporation or bv laws to represent the interests of 
residential customers
profit, member-based, "public benefit'' California corporation. Over 150.000 of Sierra 
Club's members live and purchase utilitv services in California, and main of these 
members are residential customers of Pacific (ias & ldcclric. San Diego (ias & ldeetrie. 
and Southern California hdison. the regulated utilities in this proceeding. Sierra Club's 
mission and corporate purpose include "promot|ing| the responsible use of the earth's 
eeosvstems anil resources: educating| and enlisl|ing| luimanilv to protect and restore the 
qualilv of the natural and human environment: and us|ing| all lawful means to carrv out 
these objectives." See Sierra Club Articles of Incorporation at III.

" Public l tililies Code Section 1802(b). Sierra Club is a 11011-

Sierra Chib's Articles. Bvlaws. Standing Rules, and Policies authorize and require it to 
represent the environmental interests of its members, including California IOC 
customers. Sierra Club's Board of Directors is democraticallv elected bv its members. 
Standing Rule 2.2 of Sierra Club's mission and corporate purpose includes "promot| ing | 
the responsible use of the earth's eeosv stems and resources: educal|ing| and enlisl|ing| 
luimanilv to protect and restore the qualilv of the natural and human environment: and 
ns|ing| all law fnl means to carrv out these objectives." Sierra Club California is expresslv 
authorized to participate in environmental legal actions to advance its mission, including 
lawsuits and administrative proceedings. See S.R. 5.15.1 and 9.1.1. for decades. Sierra 
Club has participated in environmental lawsuits and administrative proceedings, and has 
appeared main times before the California Public l tililies Commission.

Sierra Club is a national non-profit environmental organization with over 150.000 
members in California. Sierra Chib's motto is to "explore, eiijov. and protect the planet." 
and is taking action to protect our natural resources from climate change through priority 
campaigns to move America bevond fossil fuel in part In advancing electric vehicles and 
renewable electricity resources. Sierra Club has been at the forefront of championing 
policy for clean cars, from sponsoring AH 1405. implementing greenhouse gas standards 
for passenger vehicles, to continuing advocacy in support of AH 52. the California (ilohal 
Warming Solutions Act. Sierra Club is working to pass standards and incentives to 
ensure that till Americans have access to safe, affordable, clean transportation options. 
Additional information is available at .

The interests of the customers represented by Sierra Club are unique and well suited to 
this case and will compliment interests represented by other parlies that have intervened 
in this case. As the Commission has recognized: "With respect to environmental groups, 
we have concluded they were eligible in the past with the understanding that they 
represent customers whose environmental interests include the concern that. e.g.. 
regulator) policies encourage the adoption of all cost-effective conservation measures 
and discourage unnecessary new generating resources that are expensive and 
environmental!) damaging. (I).88-04-066. niimeo at 5). They represent customers who 
have a concern for the environment which distinguishes their interests from the interests 
represented bv Commission staff, for example." 1).98-04-059, at 50 n. 14, Sierra Club

2 All Sierra Club Articles, Bylaws, Standing Rules and Policies are publicly retrievable at 
http: // www. sierrac lub. org/po licy/.
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brings lo this proceeding its members' unique perspecli\e and experience advancing 
innovative technical and regulatory solutions lo increase renewable energv sources and 
drasticallv reduce California's carbon footprint.

Sierra ( luh is a grassroots env ironmenlal organization interested in implementing measures 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase reliance on renewable energv sources. 
The Club's interest in this proceeding is not related to anv business interest. The Club 
receives funding for env ironmenlal advocacy from main sources, including philanthropic 
donations, member contributions and other sources. The Club has entereil into 
agreements with certain residential rooftop solar installers that will likelv result in a small 
amount of additional funding. However, the Chib's involvement in the present proceeding 
is complete!} independent and unrelated to those small amounts of funding.

In sum. Sierra Chib's historic and current interests naturally encompass California's and 
the Commission's efforts lo increase investment in and commercialization of electric 
vehicles. Sierra Club, consistent vv ilh its governing documents, appropriate!} represents 
the environmental and energv conservation interests of its members who are California 
IOC customers. Sierra Club California therefore qualifies as a "customer" as defined in 
section 1802(b)( 1 )(C) of the Public Ctilities (ode and the Commission's decisions 
applving this section to environmental organizations.

13. Timch l ilino of Notice of Intent (\()l) (§ 1804(a)(1)): Check

1. Is the party’s NOI filed within 30 days after a Prehearing Conference? 
Date of Prehearing Conference: February 26, 2014_________________

Yes X

No

2. Is the party’s NOI filed at another time (for example, because no 
Prehearing Conference was held, the proceeding will take less than 30 
days, the schedule did not reasonably allow parties to identify issues within 
the timeframe normally permitted, or new issues have emerged)?_________

Yes

No

2a. The party's description of the reasons for filing its NOI at this other lime:
2b. The party's information on the proceeding number, date, and decision number for 
anv Commission decision. Commissioner ruling. A I..I ruling, or other document 
authorizing the filing of NOI at that other lime:

PART II: SCOPE OF ANTICIPATED PARTICIPATION
(To be completed by the party (“customer”) Intending to claim Intervenor compensation)

A. Planned Participation ($ 1804(a)(2)(A)(i)):

- The party's statement of the issues on vv Inch it plans to participate at this lime

1 ’leclric Vehicle rales for tariffs serving residential customers, workplaces, and 
medium heavy-dulv vehicles.
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Pinancing opportunities lor customers

Ycliicle-to-(iriil Integration

- The purls‘s description of the nature and extent of the parts "s planned participation in 
this proceeding (as lar as it is possible to describe on the dale this NOI is Hied).

Sierra Club intends to participate lulls in this proceeding including:

- Participating in hearings, conferences, and ssorkshops.

- Preparing ssrilten and oral comments on matters of lass and esidcnce pertinent 
to this proceeding.

- Preparing expert research and comments pertinent to this proceeding.

- Piling and resiessing discos ers. motions, anil or briefs as nccessars.

- Additional ssork nccessars lor this proceeding.

- The parls's explanation as to boss it plans to asoid duplication of effort ssith other 
parties and intersenors.

To the extent possible. Sierra Club ss ill coordinate its participation ss ith other parties 
to asoid duplication through dis iding and delegating ssork based on expertise and 
asailabilils.
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Ii. Hie part}*s itemized estimate of the compensation that the parly e\peels to 
request, based on the anticipated duration of the proceeding (§ lS04(a)(2)(.\)(ii)):

Rate $ Total $ #Item Hours
Attorney, Expert, and Advocate Fees

Andy Kalz [attorney] 235 35.250150
Matt Vespa [attorney] 30 330 0.000
EcoShifl Consulting [expert] 27.000150 ISO

Subtotal: 72.150

Other Fees

Subtotal:

Costs

Travel Expenses 500
Estimated Miscellaneous Expenses 
(c.g, telephone, photocopying)

500

Subtotal: 1.000

TOTAL ESTIMATE $: 73.150

Estimated Budget by Issues:

Comments/Elaboration (use reference # from above):

- Sierra Club expects to be an acti\e participant in this proceeding, although il is difficult 
to estimate with certainu the si/.e ofour request at ibis lime.

- At this lime, il is anticipated that the budget will locus on Track 2. related to rale design, 
bnl this ma\ change ilThe scope of this proceeding reorganizes Tracks regarding 
financing and customer access, or depending on the how the scope of this proceeding 
o\erlaps with issues in other proceedings related to Vehiele-(iritl Integration.

When entering items, type over bracketed text; add additional rows to table as necessary. 
Estimate may (but does not need to) include estimated Claim preparation time. Claim preparation 
(as well as travel time) is typically compensated at 14 of preparer’s normal hourly rate.__________

PART III: SHOWING OF SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARDSHIP
(To be completed by party (“customer”) intending to claim intervenor 

compensation; see Instructions for options for providing this information)
A. The part} claims “significant financial hardship" for its Intervenor 
Compensation Claim in this proceeding on the following basis:________

Applies
(check)

1. “[T]he customer cannot afford, without undue hardship, to pay the costs 
of effective participation, including advocate’s fees, expert witness fees,
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and other reasonable costs of participation” (§ 1802(g)); or
2. “[I]n the case of a group or organization, the economic interest of the 

individual members of the group or organization is small in comparison 
to the costs of effective participation in the proceeding” (§ 1802(g)).

X

3. A § 1802(g) finding of significant financial hardship in another
proceeding, made within one year prior to the commencement of this 
proceeding, created a rebuttable presumption of eligibility for 
compensation in this proceeding (§ 1804(b)(1))._________________

X

A1..I ruling issued in proceeding number: R. 12-06-013

Dale ol’AI.J ruling (or CPCC decision): fehruaiy 25.2013

B. The party's explanation of the factual basis for its claim of "’significant financial 
hardship" (§ 1802(g)) (necessary documentation, if warranted. is attached to the 
NOI):

The average utility bill of Sierra Club's California members and the customers il 
represents continues to be small compared to the costs of effective participation in this 
proceeding. Sierra Club, therefore, should continue to be entitled to a finding of 
significant financial hardship pursuant to Public L tililies Code section 1802(g).

Sierra Club has received rulings of significant financial hardship in Commission 
proceedings, including A. 10-03-014. R.08-08-000. R. 10-05-006. and within the last vear 
in R. 12-06-013. In R. 12-06-013. Aids Sullivan and Mckinnev determined, on l ebruarv 
25. 2013. that: Sierra Club’s estimated cost of participating in this proceeding far exceeds 
the economic interests of the indiv idual members of Sierra Club or of Sierra Club itself. 
Thus. Sierra Club showing meets the eligibility criteria for intervenor compensation set 
forth in 1804 because Sierra Club has demonstrated that it qualifies fora finding of 
significant financial hardship pursuant to 1802(g).

Sierra Club does not anticipate anv challenge to its eligibility for compensation in this 
proceeding. If anv partv does comment on Sierra Club's eligibility. Sierra Club requests 
that it be granted the opportunity to replv to such partv’s comments within 10 davs after 
the service of such filing.__________________________________________________

PART IV: ATTACHMENTS DOCUMENTING SPECIFIC 
ASSERTIONS MADE IN THIS NOTICE

(The party (“customer”) intending to claim intervenor compensation 
identifies and attaches documents; add rows as necessary)

Attachment No. Description
Certificate of Service1
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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE RULING?
________________(ALJ completes)________________

Check all 
that apply

1. The Notice of Intent (NOI) is rejected for the following reasons:
a. The NOI has not demonstrated the party’s status as a “customer” for the 

following reason(s):

b. The NOI has not demonstrated that the NOI was timely fded (Part 1(B)) 
for the following reason(s):

c. The NOI has not adequately described the scope of anticipated 
participation (Part II, above) for the following reason(s):

2. The NOI has demonstrated significant financial hardship for the 
reasons set forth in Part III of the NOI (above).________________
3. The NOI has not demonstrated significant financial hardship for the 
following reason(s):

4. The ALJ provides the following additional guidance (see § 1804(b)(2)):

IT IS RULED that:

Check all 
that apply

1. The Notice of Intent is rejected.

2. Additional guidance is provided to the customer as set forth above.

3. The customer has satisfied the eligibility requirements of Pub. Util. Code 
§ 1804(a).____________________________________________________
4. The customer has shown significant financial hardship.

5. The customer is preliminarily determined to be eligible for intervenor 
compensation in this proceeding. However, a finding of significant financial 
hardship in no way ensures compensation.

Dated , at San Francisco, California.

3 An ALJ Ruling needs not be issued unless: (a) the NOI is deficient; (b) the ALJ desires to address specific 
issues raised by the NOI (to point out similar positions, areas of potential duplication in showings, 
unrealistic expectations for compensation, or other matters that may affect the customer’s Intervenor 
Compensation Claim); or (c) the NOI has included a claim of “significant financial hardship” that requires 
a finding under § 1802(g).
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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

SB GT&S 0094902


