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8 On March 13, 2014, the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission)

9 issued an Order Instituting Rulemakin' the above-referenced proceeding, “...to

10 establish the policy, programs, rules and tariffs necessary for natural gas investor.owned

11 utilities (natural gas corporations) to comply with the California Air Resource Board’s

12 (ARB) Greenhouse G ip.and.Trade Program. Southwest Gas Corporation

13 (Southwest Gas or Company) is a natural gas local distribution company, engaged in the

14 retail transmission, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic

15 commercial, agricultural, and industrial uses. The Company serves approximately

16 190,000 California customers in San Bernardino, Placer, El Dorado and Nevada Counties.

17 Southwest Gas is a gas corporation subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction and as such 

is a respondent to this QIR.218

19 II.

20 c ses with the preliminary scope and schedule set forth in

21 Sections j 4 of this OIR. Southwest Gas also agrees that this OIR should be

22 categorized as ratesetting, and that the issues in this proceeding can be resolved without

23 the need for evidentiary hearings.

24 1 OIR, at p. 2.
2 Id. at p, 22,

25
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1 III. Other Issues

2 It is possible that the issues , proceeding could be resolved more efficiently

3 and expediently if the proceeding is divided into phases. It appear i 3 t t

4 none of the California gas utilities currently has rules regarding the procurement of

allowances for their obligations as natural gas suppliers; therefore, it seems appropriate5

6 that the first phase of this proceeding focus on the development of procurement rules.

However, as also indicated in OIR, Southwest Gas is in a somewhat unique7

8 position ; it is a single commodity utility, it does not own or operate compressor

9 stations in California, and it is not one of the utilities that, to date, has received authority

10 from the Commission to track ai -" 3rd its Cap.an-" "" ■- "e program costs. Accordingly,

11 while cc every may not be considered until later phases of this proceeding, it is

12 important that Southwest Gas timely receive the authority necessary to establish

13 balancing accounts to track and record its program.related costs.

14 IV. IF

15 Respondents to tf l must provide preliminary responses and information to

address the issues set forth in Section 3.1 of the ! Southwest Gas’ preliminary16

17 responses £ .ched hereto as Exhibit A.

18 III

19 III

20 III

21 III

22 III

23 III

24

';5 Id. at p. 21. Although the OIR references Section 3.2, the preliminary issues are set forth in Section 3.1.25
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1 V. I

2 Southwest Gas appreciates the opportunity to participate in this Rulemaking and

3 looks forward to working with the Commission and other interested parties.

10th day of April, 2014.4

Respectfully submitted,5
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1. c
a

b. etween core and

and record costs
rj,

b.
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d.

3, C

lat procedural mechanism, should the natural gas 
t annual Cap-and-Trade-related costs and potential

a

rely on public, non-confidential data to report 
IRB confidentiality rules that prevent disclosure of

1

b.

c.
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atural gas corporation annually publish the Cap-and-Trade-related costs 
asent in natural gas rates, and can natural gas corporations publish such 
iolating ARB confidentiality ru r- arding disclosure of market sensitive

d.

e.

f.

4, Uses of Revenues

a.

b. that
il be returned to
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,1-.

s natural gas corporations allowances on behalf of their ratepayers, what 
sses should receive the revenues that result from the auctioning of these 
nd why? Should these revenues be distributed in a manner similar to that

c.

13?

5. Ou

a.

nd objectives 
s addressing

8,

seek comment from parties and direct 
cribe safety concerns related to the
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