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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VR Cretrss Company Gas Information Bulletin

Title: Change in Grade 1 Gas Leak Grading Cntena
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The puipose of this bulletin is to provide clarity regarding the crieria used to assess
Grade 1 gas leak indications. M&C Superwisors are responsible for communicating the
contents ofthis bulletin to affected employees.

This document amends Attachment 1 of UO Standard S4110, Leak Survey and Repair
of Gas Transmission and Distribution Facilities .

This document will be incorporated into the initial release of Work Procedure WP 4110-
09,

The bulletin does not apply to a non-hazardous release ofgas at or downstream of the

aboveground inlet gas service valve that is recorded in Customer Care &Billing
processes. See Figure 1
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Figure 1

Note: A Form A ({62-4060) is required for all Grade 1 leaks below the service valve.
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Change in Grade 1 Gas Leak Grading Criteria Cate: 03/01/09

Definition of terms
The following terms are added:

Blowing Gas: A gas leak which can be heard, seen, or fek
*Heard: A gas leak that makes a "blowing or hissing” sound

*Seen: Agas leak that will not hold foam or soap solution or a leak which is
blowing visible dust or dirt into the air.

*Felt: Agas leak that is detectable by touch
Building: Any structure in which gas can accumulate, except PG&E owned structures
whose sole purpose is to protect pipeline facilties from the environment, such as meter
houses and regulator station houses
CGL Combustible Gas Indicator

The following term is amended:

Gas Facilities: All Company-operated subsurface gas lines and related appurtenances,
to inchide meterset assemblies.

* Above Ground: all exposed gas piping, fittings and assemblies
*Subsurface: allgas piping, fittings and assemblies below ground level
HFL: Hydrogen Flame lonization
Document change
The following paragraph amends the Grade 1 leak criteria on page 17 of 27 (Note that
the changes are talicized):
Grade 1
1. Criteria: A leak that represents an existing or probable hazard to persons or propeity requiring
@;@;ﬁlﬁtﬁ repair or continuous action until conditions are no longer hazardous. This ariterion

A. Any reading of 80% LEL (4.0% gas in air) or greater on subsurface gas facilities
where the gas would likely migrate to within 5 feet of the outside wall of a building.
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B. Any gas reading on subsurface facilities in, at, orunder a building or within 5 feet of
the building or in a tunnel.
C. Escaping gas that has ignited.
D. Blowing gas on either-above ground or subsurface -facilities where the presence of gas
endangers the general public or property.
E. A gas leak which falls outside of the above criteria and poses an immediate hazard in
the judgment of either:
* The leak surveyor and/or a leak survey supervisor, or
* The leak repair employee and/or aleak repair supervisor
Note: Any leak that is suspected to be ona copper service shall be graded either as a Grade 1,
Grade 2+, or Grade 2 leak. Leaks that are suspected to be on copper services shall not be graded
as Grade 3 leaks orbe deleted’.

'A l@mk that was previowsly suspectal as being acopper service leak can beddetad ordowngraded if it is determined that the leak is not
msociatal with a co pperservice as previowsly reported. The division can propose theconditio ndata becormrected, which would allow the leak to
bedowngraded. T he request shall besubmitted to the po gram lead for review and autha rization. If autho rized, the po gmm lead will requet the
changes thiough the 1G15 administrato 5. If the change inIC15 is made, then all relevant local lek records will be updated with the new leak
data arnd will be initialed and dated by local Company amployes.

Approved by:
Robert P. Fassett

Date: 3/1/09

Author: [N

K you have any questions about this bulletin, please call the employee(s) listed below:
Contact(s ):
LAN ID(s):
Phone(s):

Page 3

Material Redacted GTRO118613



