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Buried Valve Identification

1. General Infermation
The "Valve Maintenance Recond” (see Attachment 1) and proper implementation of this work
procedure both require detailed v alve data. There are mmerous ways to identify buned valwes,
somee of which are listed as follows:

A, Research valve maintenance records,

B. Research valve installation reconds.

. Research equipment cands,

D. Examine the exposed pants of the valve inthe valve frame and covern
E. Excavate the valve,

Although excavating a valve is the only positive vay Lo get all the information needed, Methods A
through I above may pnmdw the information peeded to properly lubricate a valve and

operate it Do ot use Meahod E {exrcavate the valve) anless thers are nmisual drou msLan(‘ m, sl
as excavaion to repair a leak or to repair the ceating on or next ta the valve,

2. Proper Valve Identification
A review of the exposen] parts and how the valve operates can prvide the following vital
mformation:

»  Hall and plug valves are quatter-iun. {Howewver, if a buted geathox ona ball and plug valve
exists, the geathox pinion shalt is extended and multi-t nudf, Gate vabves are muolti-turned,

»  Beloe 1955, vinvally all valves installed in Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (the
Company’s) ansmission and distribution systems were plug valves, with the tulk of thase
mamifactred by Rockwell. The year of installation may be availatde from existing records.

+  {d gas standards can shed light an which types and brands of valves were purchased in
certain vears. This information may be availahle from the Technical Diocument Management

(TN sroup.

+  Plug valves have the grease fitting in the middle of the stem, Ball valves ate supposed to
hawve the backup grease feature fittings extended amd external to the valve sem. Gate valves
have no grease fittings, since they are not designed to be lohricated.

Using the above data, a conservative maximum torque value can be established for each buried
valve.
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