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Question 7

On page 2-6 line 9, PG&E mentions that PG&E is proposing “at least” two AMI systems.  What would be the maximum number of AMI systems that PG&E might propose?  What is the benefit of having several AMI systems serving “differing needs”, rather than one system that can serve all needs?
Answer 7

Within Application 05-06-028, PG&E proposes to install precisely two AMI Systems, one to collect and transmit data from electric meters and the other to collect and transmit data from gas meters.  PG&E expects to cover a very high proportion of its meter population using just these two AMI Systems.

However, there may be a small proportion of the existing meter population for which these two systems would not be cost-effective.  PG&E intends to assess these meters on a case-by-case basis and ensure that they are read in the most cost-effective manner.  PG&E may use one or more separate forms of automated meter-reading technology to achieve this aim.  However, it is impossible to say, at present, how many different systems, if any, will need to be installed.
PG&E’s proposed installation of separate technologies for electric and gas customers enables PG&E to meet the specific business requirements of the AMI Project in the most cost-effective manner.
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