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Question 14
Referring to item No. 18, please define in discrete and objective terms what "PG&E's needs" are for the proposed WAN, and what objective measures were used in scoring the supplier's offering against these needs.  How were suppliers informed of PG&E’s needs?
Answer 14
In the context of this question, PG&E’s needs cannot be specified in “discrete and objective terms”.  Each scorer applied their professional judgment in considering precisely how the proposed WAN was incorporated into their assessment.  In general, PG&E values an economical and reliable WAN to transfer the information from the AMI private network concentrators and return it to the centrally-located AMI system controller.  All other things being equal, PG&E would select a vendor exhibiting this quality. 

Respondents to Schedule 1 of the RFP document were asked to supply certain objective and subjective information that was used in scoring their response to this need.  For example, PG&E requested responses to specific questions regarding the nature of the WAN proposed (section 2.17).  PG&E’s scorers reviewed the information supplied and applied professional judgment in translating this information into a numerical score.

Potential vendors were informed of PG&E’s needs primarily through the information contained in the RFP document.
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