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Question 5a

Referring to lines 11 to 13 on page 2-4, which states, “Preliminary cost estimates for the addition of this device range from $25 to $40 per unit.  As such, for the 10,000 customers in this class, the total cost is forecast to be $0.4 million.”

a.
What is the current price of “this device”?
Answer 5a

The passage to which ORA refers discusses a conceptual product that PG&E believes will benefit those of its customers with significant electric usage (i.e., those using more than 200kW).  The product in question will provide metering pulse data that may then be used by the customer's energy management system.  PG&E has conducted “preliminary discussions with its vendor" who has agreed that "a device that would provide such data could be designed, developed and incorporated into the current AMI meter modules” (Supplemental Testimony, page 2-4, lines 7 to 9).  
This device does not currently exist and PG&E is unable to speculate with confidence on the size of the market for this particular device among other customer groups.  At the moment, PG&E is unaware of any available energy management devices that are suitable for smaller customers.

For further information concerning this product, please also see PG&E's response to Data Request ORA_022-09.

a.  
Since the device in question has not yet been developed, there is no current price.  PG&E's current best estimate of the price of purchasing and installing this device is that it will be between $25 and $40 per unit.  
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