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Question 5j

Referring to lines 11 to 13 on page 2-4, which states, “Preliminary cost estimates for the addition of this device range from $25 to $40 per unit.  As such, for the 10,000 customers in this class, the total cost is forecast to be $0.4 million.”

j.
If “this device” is installed in a residential home, does the customer need to have an energy management device, e.g., smart thermostat made by DCSI or a device using DCSI’s technology in order to fully utilize “this device”?
Answer 5j

As stated in PG&E's Supplemental Testimony, “Any hardware or software designed to take advantage of pulse data are [sic] the responsibility of the market and those customers choosing this option” (see page 2-4, lines 19 through 21).  
The purpose of the device in question is to enable the AMI module to provide meter pulse data in a universal format.  Customers wanting to fully utilize this device would need to have an energy management system to utilize this pulse data.  However, since the output would be in a universal format, it could, in theory, be used by an energy management device manufactured by any company that chose to develop such a product (including DCSI).
Please also see the comments made by PG&E before in its response to part a of this question.
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