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Question 8

Referring to terms such as  AMR, AMI, TOU, CPP, RTP, etc, in the AMI proceeding:  Does PG&E have working definitions of these terms for purposes of this application, or for purposes of other applications to the CPUC related to demand response programs? If so, please provide a reference.

Answer 8

AMR – Automated Meter Reading is used when referring to retrieval of a meter read from the customer meter via a communication network rather than a meter reader.  A meter reader collects a meter read by visually reading the customer meter and manually entering the meter read into a hand held device or downloading the meter read to a hand held device through direct physical contact, such as a meter probe, with the customer meter.  
AMI – Advanced Metering Infrastructure is used in this and other proceedings by PG&E to refer to an AMR system that is at a minimum capable of recording interval (hourly or less) usage data.  Advanced metering may also have additional operational features or functions that provide operational and customer energy management benefits.  PG&E has included the functions required by the Commission in the February 19, 2005 Joint Assigned Commissioner and Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling that preceded PG&E’s AMI business case Application A.05-06-028. 
TOU – Time-Of-Use refers to a tariff that charges different rates for different hours of the day, days of the week, and seasons of the year.  TOU rates traditionally have at least two blocks of hours at different prices, peak and off-peak, with peak rates being higher than off-peak rates.  Peak hours are times of higher costs and are predetermined using historic data.  TOU rates can have a number of different blocks of hours with different rates.  The definition of a block of hours, and the applicable rate for those hours, are set in advance based on historical information of demand and cost.  PG&E has many TOU tariffs that differ in number of hours to a block and number of blocks.  PG&E will use the term TOU when referring to the rate type in general or the specific PG&E TOU tariffs applicable to a customer group.
CPP – Critical Peak Pricing is a term for rates that are designed to charge more for hours with high demand in exchange for lower prices during non-critical hours.  The concept is similar to time-of-use rates only instead of having higher rates for specific calendar days determined in advance (eg. Summer weekdays), CPP rates would apply to only a few critical days of the year that are determined based on short term forecasted demands or costs.  In other words, the actual day with critical peak pricing will be determined based on current demand or cost rather than just historic averages.  There are many ways to design such rate options.  PG&E proposed a CPP tariff that will overlay the customer’s otherwise applicable tariff (OAT) in Exhibit 6 of A.05-06-028.   PG&E’s CPP tariff can be overlaid on a standard tariff or a time-of-use tariff.
RTP – Real Time Pricing is a term that refers to charging interval, usually hourly, prices for energy use.  The rates vary by interval to reflect the current market price fluctuations.
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