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Subject:  Follow up questions to ORA Data Request No. PGE A0506028-29, Request No. 3.
Question 2b
Referring to Section 14.3, “Communication Protocol Technology” in the AMI System Supply Agreement (“Agreement”) between PG&E and DCSI effective November 3, 2005, according to this element of the Agreement:
b.
If potential third party suppliers of customer display devices, energy management equipment, communicating thermostats, etc. are interested in developing such devices for use on the customer side of the meter that will communicate with the DCSI AMI systems, what can such companies anticipate as cooperation from PG&E and DCSI as to the following:
3.
Please discuss the capabilities and limitation of the selected technology in supporting such customer response devices.

Answer 2b
DCSI's proposed electric AMI system that PG&E has selected brings to PG&E a technology that is capable of supporting two-way communication with millions of thermostats and/or load control devices.  Although thermostats that are compatible with this functionality are currently under development by DCSI, there are existing load control devices that can take advantage of this capability today.  Generally speaking, it is PG&E's understanding that the DCSI communications network infrastructure will allow for communication with as many of these devices as PG&E may choose to install.
However, in the absence of a proposed tariff and without compatible thermostat technology, PG&E cannot determine precisely the content and format of information that must be communicated over the DCSI communications network.  Consequently, PG&E is not able to speculate further as to the capabilities and limitations of its proposed electric AMI communications network.
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