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Subject:  Follow-up Questions to DR A0506028-31
Question 1a
PG&E’s answer to DR A0506028-31, Request No. 2.c., states, “Below is a table showing the annual breakdown of costs from 2000 through 2004 (last 5-years) for both meter replacements and all associated installation costs.  PG&E does not track meter replacement and installation costs separately.”  However, it appears that PG&E’s response makes that exact distinction at lines 3, 4, 9 and 10, which are labeled “installation” while lines 5, 6, 11 and 12 are labeled “Meter Purchases.”
a.
Please explain what appears to be a contradiction in the textual response quoted above, and the associated table.  Is it because the text response fails to use the word “new” when referring to installations?

Answer 1a
The text response does not fail to use the word “new” when referring to meter installations.  Below are the clarifications. 

Lines 2, 3, and 4 that are labeled “Installation (MWC EY)” for electric meters in PG&E’s answer to DR A0506028-31, Request No. 2.c. include the labor costs of new installations and some replacements.  Costs of other electric meter replacements are also included in meter maintenance programs.  For this reason, total costs of the electric meter replacements are neither tracked nor available.  Therefore, the correct label of these lines should be “Replacement and Installation Labor (MWC EY).” 

Similarly, lines 8, 9, and 10 that are labeled “Installation (MWC HY)” for gas meters include the labor costs of new installations and some replacements.  Costs of other gas meter replacements are also included in meter maintenance programs.  For this reason, total costs of the gas meter replacements are neither tracked nor available.  Therefore, the correct label of these lines should be “Replacement and Installation Labor (MWC HY.
Lines 5, 6, 11, and 12 that are labeled “Meter Purchases (MWC 25)” and “Meter Purchases (MWC 74)” for electric and gas, respectively, include the purchase costs of meters used for both installation and replacement.   The correct labels of these lines should be “Meter Purchases (MWC 25) for both installation and replacement” and “Meter Purchases (MWC 74) for both installation and replacement” for electric and gas, respectively.  PG&E does not track meter purchase costs for replacements and new installations separately.
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