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January 9, 2004

To:  Respondent Executing PG&E’s Non-disclosure Agreement 

Subject:
PG&E Request for Information No. I-0007-03-EAG to Provide Equipment and Hardware for PG&E’s Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project


Dear Respondent:

This will serve to acknowledge receipt by Pacific Gas and Electric company (PG&E) of PG&E’s Non-disclosure Agreement executed by your firm wherein it agrees, among other things, to hold the above-captioned Request for Information and all information and materials contained therein or annexed thereto, in strictest confidence and not to disclose it, or otherwise make it available, to any person or third party without the prior written consent of PG&E.  And for such agreement PG&E relays the following:
PG&E, based in San Francisco and incorporated in California in 1905, is a wholly owned subsidiary of PG&E Corporation and is one of the largest consolidated natural gas and electric utilities in the United States.

In June, 2002, the State of California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) issued Order Instituting Rulemaking 02-06-001 and Phase 2 of this proceeding includes a requirement for the development by California utilities of a methodology for evaluation of advanced metering business cases that PG&E anticipates the CPUC will require the utilities to submit in the second quarter of 2004.

By the above-referenced Request for Information (RFI), PG&E is soliciting responses with technical and pricing information for products and systems that can provide the advanced metering capabilities that will meet the current and future needs of PG&E and its customers.  Specifically, PG&E is seeking to obtain information about your company’s metering products, advanced metering systems and solutions that meet the requirements identified in the attached RFI.  Respondents to this solicitation may propose products and solutions for some portion, up to and including 100% of PG&E’s customers.

Please note that in Section 10), Data Processing Infrastructure, (Section 10) the RFI includes a sub-set of the principle elements of the RFI that relates to the development of data processing servers and software for the explicit use of interfacing to, capturing, storing, retrieving, displaying, and processing data from the devices set forth within the remaining sections of this RFI.  Overall system requirements being looked for by PG&E are included as part of Section 10.  
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Respondents may, based upon the nature of their product, address:

· All portions of the RFI,

· All portions of the RFI except for Section 10, or

· Section 10, only.

Respondents should clearly state the focus of their response’s coverage in their introductory remarks.

PG&E will use the responses to this RFI to develop a robust business case that will be used for its business planning and regulatory filings and respondents are encouraged to put forth complete and competitive pricing to aid PG&E in this effort.
PG&E will review all responses and may invite selected vendors to provide presentations and to participate in additional activities.  Based upon regulatory decisions, PG&E may choose to proceed with a Request For Proposal with vendors who best meet PG&E’s requirements.

The RFI and the included materials contain all of the information PG&E intends to supply to respondents at this time, with the exception of responses to questions which must be submitted via e-mail as described within the RFI.

The due date for submission of responses to this RFI is Wednesday, February 6, 2004.  As provided in Paragraph G, Section 1, Background, of the RFI, invited materials and services providers who fail to respond to this solicitation may not be included in any subsequent Request for Proposal or other activity that may follow from this RFI and may be excluded from participating in any arrangement to provide materials and/or services to PG&E in connection with the Advanced Metering Infrastructure project.

We appreciate your interest in this Project, and look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

E. ANTHONY GIUDICI
Sr. Procurement Specialist

w/Attachments


Telephone: 415.973.3443
Facsimile: 415.973.2553
E-mail Address: aeg5@pge.com



