Section 5�Measurement, Assessment, Evaluation and Regulatory Oversight





Overview


This section includes activities associated with measurement, assessment, and evaluation (MA&E) as well as regulatory oversight and reporting.  The MA&E includes a number of studies developed by Pacific Gas and Electric Company in conjunction with CPUC’s designated advisory board, the California Board of Energy Efficiency (CBEE).  Additional studies have been undertaken to provide information for further development of the programs to meet the Commission's market transformation goals.  Regulatory reporting activities include some activities such as the Annual Earnings Assessment Proceeding (AEAP) which are similar to those in previous years.  However, additional activities include working with both the CBEE and the Low Income Advisory Board (LIAB) to provide them the information that they request about the programs.





Measurement And Evaluation


Several studies were initiated in late 1999 in support of 1999/2000 program development and evaluation.  These studies were negotiated with the CBEE-approved subcommittee and are generally referred to as the “CBEE Second-round Market Characterization/Evaluation” studies.  At least two of the studies, “Statewide Manufactured Housing Characterization Study” and “Nonresidential New Construction Market Actors Study,” were conducted in support of statewide market effects milestones for the electric utilities.  Most of the contracts for these studies were competitively bid.  The studies are either complete or on-going with completion dates in 2000 (see table TA5.1 for a listing of studies).  


Public Good Charge (PGC) funds were allocated to the California Energy Commission (CEC) to conduct statewide market assessment and evaluation and data collection activities that provide benefits to cost-effective energy efficiency activities.  The CEC has responsibility for two statewide studies, the “Nonresidential Market Share Tracking Study” and the “Nonresidential Remodel and Renovation Study.”  In addition, CEC staff will continue to support MA&E planning and coordination by providing technical expertise on building codes and standards and through the dissemination of studies through via Internet access.


Pacific Gas and Electric Company will use the results of these studies and reports as appropriate to augment and refine future programs.


Regulatory Reporting


The activities for Regulatory Reporting changed significantly in 1999.  Some of the activities are dependent on the recommendations of the CBEE and the Low Income Governing Board (LIGB), now called the Low Income Advisory Board (LIAB) per Decision (D.) 00-02-045.  The following lists major activities:


Annual Earnings Assessment Proceeding (AEAP).  Pacific Gas and Electric Company is filing Annual Summary Reports in the AEAP applications for the pre-1998 as well as the 1999 programs.  


California Board for Energy Efficiency (CBEE).  Until March 31, 2000, the CBEE was responsible for recommendations to the CPUC to ensure that all of the energy efficiency programs meet the CPUC policy guidelines.  This included the PY 2000 budget, program and milestone proposals.  The Company provided quarterly reports on 1999 programs.  The CPUC Decision 00-02-045 dissolving the CBEE delegated CBEE responsibilities for oversight to the Energy Division.  Pacific and Gas and Electric Company will continue to work closely with the Energy Division to accomplish the goals of achieving market transformation and an independent energy efficiency industry in California.


Low Income Advisory Board (LIAB).  The LIAB was, and continues to be, responsible not only for the low income energy efficiency programs but also for all of the rate assistance programs for low income customers statewide.  Pacific Gas and Electric Company will continue to work closely with the LIAB to provide the needed services to low income customers.


Other Regulatory Activities.  Also reported under this category are any other regulatory obligations, e.g., U.S. Department of Energy DSM reporting requirements and CPUC monthly pre-1998 commitment and expenditures tracking.
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