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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

A pplication of PA CIFIC GA S AND ELECTR IC
CO M PANY To Establish  Pe rform ance -Bas ed
R ate m ak ing For Ele ctric and  Gas Utility
D istribution Se rvice Effe ctive  January 1, 2001.

(U 39  M )

A pplication 9 8-11-023
(File d  Nove m b e r 13, 19 9 8)

SCOPING MEMO AND ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING

Follow ing a pre h e aring confe re nce  (PH C) on January 5, 19 9 9 , IT IS

RULED  th at:

1. Scope of the Proceeding

Th e  issue s  for th is proce e d ing are  ge ne rally consiste nt w ith  th os e  laid out

on page s  4 and  5 of Pacific Gas and Ele ctric Com pany’s (PG& E) application, w ith

ce rtain e xceptions as set forth  b elow .  A lte rnate proposals w ill b e  pe rm itte d .

Be caus e  th e  sch e d ule  d oe s  not allow  for a d e cision to be  i s sued  before  y ear e nd

19 9 9 , re q ue sts for inte rim  re lie f are  acceptable .

Spe cifically, th e  follow ing issue  is not w ith in th e  scope  of th is proce e d ing:

W h e th e r th e  ne t pre s ent value  of lost m argins associate d  w ith
bypass of th e  d istribution syste m  by m e m b e rs of th e  Large
Custom e r Group sh all b e  re cove rable  by PG& E from  d e parting
custom e rs or, alte rnative ly, re allocate d  to re m aining distribution
custom e rs;
Cost allocation issue s  raised by th is issue  are  m ore  appropriate ly

addre s s ed  in Ph as e  II of th e  Ge ne ral R ate  Cas e  (GR C) w h e re  rate  d e s ign issue s

are  norm ally considere d .  In any e ve nt, considering th is issue  in PG& E’s PBR
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application is pre m ature , give n th e  Com m ission’s rule m ak ing on distribution

issue s  (Rule m ak ing 9 8-12-015).

In addition I und e rstand  th at som e  issue s  surrounding e stablish m e nt of

pe rform ance  m e asure s  h ave  litigate d  in Ph as e  I of th e  GR C.  To th e  e xte nt such

m e asure s  are  adopte d  in th e  GR C, th ey w ill not b e  re litigate d  h e re ; issue s

conce rning th e  value  to b e  applie d  to any m e asure , and th e  appropriate

“d e adband” and “liveband” are  w ith in th e  scope .  PG& E sh ould file  an am e nded

application no late r th an February 26, 19 9 9 , consiste nt w ith  th e  scope  s et forth

above .

2. Motion to Limit the Scope of the Proceeding

O n D e ce m b e r 23, 19 9 8, th e  A gricultural Ene rgy Consum e rs  As sociation

(AECA ) file d  a m otion to lim it th e  scope  of th e proce e d ing.  AECA  urge s  th at

PG& E’s application be  d i sm i s s ed  b ecaus e  of th e  underlying assum ptions m ad e

by PG& E re garding com pe tition in distribution se rvice s.  Laguna Irrigation

D istrict and  Fre sno Irrigation D istrict join in AECA ’s m otion.  In th e  e ve nt th e

Com m ission doe s  not dism iss th e  application, AECA  re q ue sts th at th e

Com m ission strik e  PG& E’s propos ed  “w ires bypass ch arge .”  A s  I h ave  lim ite d

th e  scope  on th is proce e d ing to e xclude consideration of a w ire  bypass ch arge

and  h ave  ord e re d  PG& E to file  an am e nded  application consiste nt w ith  th at

scope , AECA ’s m otion to strik e  is m oot.  AECA ’s m otion to dism iss  i s  denied.

3. PHC

A  s econd PH C w ill b e  h e ld  on A pril 30, 19 9 8 at 10:00 a.m .
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4. Schedule

A . If th e  PG& E ge ne ral rate  cas e  d ecision issue s  b efore  May 14, 19 9 9 :

 June  7, 19 9 9 Th e  O ffice  of R atepaye r A d vocate s  (O R A )
te stim ony se rve d

 June  28, 19 9 9 Inte rve nor te stim ony se rve d

 July 12, 19 9 9 A ll partie s  s e rve  re buttal te stim ony

 A ugust 9 , 19 9 9 H e arings be gin

B. If th e  ge ne ral rate  cas e  d ecision issue s  afte r May 13, 19 9 9  and  b efore
June  19 , 19 9 9 :

 June  21, 19 9 9 O R A  te stim ony se rve d

 July 12, 19 9 9 Inte rve nor te stim ony se rve d

 July 26, 19 9 9 A ll partie s  s e rve  re buttal te stim ony

 A ugust 9 , 19 9 9 H e arings be gin

C. H e arings w ill conclude on or b efore  O ctob e r 1, 19 9 9

D . O pe ning Brie fs  s erve d  30 days afte r th e  last day of h e aring

E. R e ply Brie fs  s erve d  20 days afte r O pe ning Brie fs

F. Proje cte d  Subm ission D ate  D e ce m b e r 24, 19 9 9

G. D e cision e xpe cte d  in A pril, but no late r th an 18 m onth s afte r
Nove m b e r 13, 19 9 9

5. All Hearings are in the Commission Courtroom

505 Van Ne s s  Ave nue , San Francisco
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6. Category of Proceeding

Th is application is a rate s etting proce e d ing as  d e scribed in Rule  5(c).

7. Assignment of Principal Hearing Officer

A d m inistrative  Law  Judge  (A LJ) R ob e rt Barne tt w ill act as principal

h e aring office r.

8. Service List

Th e  Se rvice  List in th is proce e d ing is lim ite d  to th os e  w h o h ave  file d

appe arance s.  R e m e m b e r to s e rve  both  th e  A LJ and Ass igne d  Com m issione r.

Se rve  tw o copie s  of prepare d  te stim ony on th e  A LJ.

9. Other Matters

a.  O nly partie s  w h o s e rve prepare d  te stim ony w ill b e  allow e d  to
pre s ent te stim ony.

b.  A t th e  PH C on A pril 30, 19 9 9  all partie s  m ust state  th e  e xte nt of
th e ir participation.

c.  If any party, including applicant, re q ue sts special rate  tre atm e nt
it sh ould b e  prepare d  to pre s ent te stim ony on w h ich  custom e r
or rate  classification sh ould b ear th e  burd e n of th e  spe cial
tre atm e nt.

D ate d  January 26, 19 9 9 , at San Francisco, California.

H e nry M. D uq ue
Ass igne d  Com m issione r
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I ce rtify th at I h ave  by m ail th is  day se rve d  a true  copy of th e  original

attach e d  Scoping Mem o and Ass igne d  Com m issione r’s  Ruling on all partie s  of

re cord in th is proce e d ing or th e ir attorneys of re cord.

D ate d  January 26, 19 9 9 , at San Francisco, California.

Jane t V. A lviar

N O T I C E

Partie s  s h ould notify th e  Proce s s  Office , Public Utilitie s
Com m ission, 505 Van Ne s s  Ave nue , R oom  2000,
San Francisco, CA   9 4102, of any ch ange  of addre s s  to
insure  th at th ey continue  to re ce ive  d ocum e nts. You
m ust indicate  th e proce e d ing num b e r on th e  s e rvice  list
on w h ich  your nam e  appe ars.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*

Th e  Com m ission’s policy is to sch e d ule  h e arings
(m e e tings, w ork sh ops, e tc.) in locations th at are
access ible  to pe ople  w ith  disabilitie s. To ve rify th at a
particular location is access ible , call: Cale ndar Cle rk
(415) 703-1203.

If spe cializ e d  accom m odations for th e  d isable d  are
ne e d e d , e .g., sign language  inte rpre te rs, th os e  m ak ing
th e  arrange m e nts m ust call th e  Public A d visor at
(415) 703-2074 or TD D #  (415) 703-2032 five  w ork ing
days in advance  of th e  e ve nt.


