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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Proposed Policies Governing Restructuring California’s Electric Services Industry and Reforming Regulation.


Rulemaking 94-04-031

(Filed April 20, 1994)

Order Instituting Investigation on the Commission’s Proposed Policies Governing Restructuring California’s Electric Services Industry and Reforming Regulation.


Investigation 94-04-032

(Filed April 20, 1994)

ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING

Item number 2 on the Commission’s March 12, 1998 agenda is the proposed decision (PD) of Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) John S. Wong, a copy of which is attached.  The PD recommends the adoption of a number of consumer protection rules and procedures.  It also sets forth a set of proposed permanent standards for proof of financial viability and proof of technical and operational ability as required by Public Utilities Code Section 394(a)(9) and (10).  The PD recommends the immediate adoption of interim standards for proof of financial, technical, and operational capabilities pending the adoption of permanent standards.  The rules and procedures that are recommended for adoption are based on the statutes that were amended or added to the Public Utilities Code by Senate Bill 477, as well as earlier reports and comments pertaining to consumer protection issues.

Due to the important role that these rules and procedures will play in protecting the public in the restructured electricity environment, comments on the PD of ALJ Wong are appropriate. Although this item is listed for the March 12, 1998 agenda, I will recommend to the other Commissioners that this matter be held until March 26, 1998 so that feedback can be obtained from the parties.

Interested parties are invited to file comments on the PD. Although we are interested in receiving comment about the framework for the proposed permanent standards and interim standards for proof of financial, technical and operational capabilities, there are a number of other issues in the PD which merit comment as well. Since  Section 394(a)(9) and (10) require that the proposed permanent standards be published for public comment, all interested parties will have another opportunity to comment on those proposed standards once the Commission acts on the PD at the March 26, 1998 meeting. Parties should bear this in mind when comments are filed pursuant to this ruling since a page limit of 20 pages will be imposed.

One of the issues that I am concerned about is the annual fee required by Public Utilities Code Section 394.3(b).  If that fee is too high, the fee may act as a barrier to entry for those planning to serve residential and small commercial customers.  I am interested in receiving comment on how this issue can be resolved in the context of this subdivision.


Therefore, IT IS RULED that :

1.  Interested parties may file comments on the PD of ALJ Wong, which shall be filed and served in the Docket Office on or before March 18, 1998.

2.  The comments that are to be filed shall be limited to a total of 20 pages.  

Dated March 6, 1998, at San Francisco, California. 

________________________


         Jessie J. Knight, Jr.

 

  Assigned Commissioner



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated March 6, 1998, at San Francisco, California.



Berlina Gee

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.
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