
Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project 
Draft EIR/EIS Summary 

 
Table of Contents  

  Page 

Draft EIR/EIS Summary  i  February 2009 

1.  Introduction 
 1.1 Background ............................................................................................ 2 
 1.2 The CEQA/NEPA Process  ........................................................................ 4 
 1.3 Overview of the Proposed Project and Alternatives  ........................................... 6 
 1.4 Summary of Public Involvement Activities ...................................................... 9 
 1.5 Areas of Controversy and Issues to be Resolved ............................................. 16 
 1.6 Purpose and Need .................................................................................. 16 
 
2.  Description of Alternatives  

2.1 Alternative 1: No Project/Action ...................................................................... 19 
2.2 Alternative 2: SCE’s Proposed Project ............................................................... 21 

 2.3 Alternative 3: West Lancaster Alternative ........................................................... 24 
 2.4 Alternative 4: Chino Hills Route Alternatives ...................................................... 25 
 2.5 Alternative 5: Partial Underground Alternative .................................................... 29 
 2.6 Alternative 6: Segments 6 and 11 Double-Circuit Structures Alternative ...................... 29 
 2.7 Alternative 7: Maximum Helicopter Construction in the ANF Alternative .................... 30 
 2.8 Alternatives Eliminated from Further Evaluation .................................................. 31 
 
3.  Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
 3.1 Introduction to Environmental Analysis .............................................................. 36 
 3.2 Agricultural Resources .................................................................................. 37 
 3.3 Air Quality ................................................................................................ 41 
 3.4 Biological Resources .................................................................................... 47 
 3.5 Cultural Resources ....................................................................................... 57 
 3.6 Environmental Contamination and Hazards ......................................................... 62 
 3.7 Geology, Soils, and Paleontology ..................................................................... 66 
 3.8 Hydrology and Water Quality ......................................................................... 74 
 3.9 Land Use .................................................................................................. 79 
 3.10 Noise ....................................................................................................... 84 
 3.11 Public Services and Utilities ........................................................................... 90 
 3.12 Socioeconomics .......................................................................................... 93 
 3.13 Traffic and Transportation .............................................................................. 97 
 3.14  Visual Resources ....................................................................................... 103 
 3.15  Wilderness and Recreation ........................................................................... 111 
 3.16  Wildfire Prevention and Suppression ............................................................... 117 
 3.17  Electrical Interference and Hazards ................................................................. 122 
 
4.  Significant and Unavoidable Environmental Impacts ................................................. 125 
 
5.  Summary Comparison of Proposed Project and Alternatives 

5.1 Agricultural Resources ................................................................................ 128 
5.2 Air Quality .............................................................................................. 143 
5.3 Biological Resources .................................................................................. 143 
5.4 Cultural Resources ..................................................................................... 144 
5.5 Environmental Contamination and Hazards ....................................................... 145 
5.6 Geology, Soils and Paleontology .................................................................... 145 
5.7 Hydrology and Water Quality ....................................................................... 146 
5.8 Land Use  ............................................................................................... 147 



 
Table of Contents (continued) 
  Page 
 

February 2009  ii  Draft EIR/EIS Summary 

5.9 Noise ..................................................................................................... 147 
5.10 Public Services and Utilities ......................................................................... 148 
5.11  Socioeconomics ........................................................................................ 149 
5.12 Traffic and Transportation ............................................................................ 149 
5.13  Visual Resources ....................................................................................... 150 
5.14 Wilderness and Recreation ........................................................................... 151 
5.15 Wildfire Prevention and Suppression ............................................................... 151 
5.16 Electrical Interference and Hazards ................................................................. 152 
 

6.  Cumulative Impacts ........................................................................................ 152 
  
7.  Development of the Tehachapi Wind Resource Area ................................................ 153 

 
8.  Summary of Mitigation Measures ........................................................................... 193 

 
9.  References ........................................................................................................ 204 
 

List of Tables 

1 Summary Comparison of Components of the Proposed Project and Alternatives ................... 10 
2 Summary of SCE’s Proposed Project Components ....................................................... 22 
3 Summary Comparison of Key Environmental Issues .................................................... 129 
4 Cumulative Effects Matrix of Proposed Project and Alternatives ..................................... 154 
5 Summary of Mitigation Measures .......................................................................... 194 

 

List of Figures 

1 Project Location Map ............................................................................ end of chapter 
2 West Lancaster Alternative ..................................................................... end of chapter 
3 Chino Hills Route A Alternative  .............................................................. end of chapter 
4 Chino Hills Route B Alternative  .............................................................. end of chapter 
5 Chino Hills Route C Alternative  .............................................................. end of chapter 
6 Chino Hills Route D Alternative  .............................................................. end of chapter 
7 Partial Underground Alternative Route 8A – Chino Hills  ................................ end of chapter 
8 Alternative 6 Candidate Helicopter Staging Areas in ANF  ............................... end of chapter 
9 Alternative 7 Duck Farm 66-kV  .............................................................. end of chapter 
10 Alternative 7 Whittier Narrows 66-kV Underground and Overhead Re-Routes  ...... end of chapter 
11 Typical 500-kV Lattice Steel Towers  ........................................................ end of chapter 
12 Typical 500-kV Tubular Steel Poles  .......................................................... end of chapter 
13 Typical 220-kV Lattice Steel Towers  ........................................................ end of chapter 
14 Typical 220-kV Tubular Steel Poles  .......................................................... end of chapter 
15 Typical 66-kV Double-Circuit Tubular Steel Pole  ......................................... end of chapter 
16 TWRA Study Area  .............................................................................. end of chapter 
 


