
CALIFORNIA ELECTRICITY GENERATION 
FACILITIES STANDARDS COMMITTEE
March 21, 2003


To:  Participants before the Committee

The California Electricity Generation Facilities Standards Committee (Committee) adopted Maintenance Standards at its meeting on February 3, 2003.  Parties ask for clarification regarding when the Maintenance Standards became effective, and whether or not the 90-day period for certification has begun.

The Maintenance Standards became effective upon adoption February 3, 2003.  That is, the Committee adopted Maintenance Standards at its meeting in February.  (Reporter’s Transcript (RT), page 148.)  The standards are subject to "legal review prior to forwarding these standards to the Commission."  (Id.)  Nevertheless, the standards have been adopted by the Committee.  (Public Utilities Code § 761.3(b), and RT, page 155.)  The standards may be subject to periodic revision.  (Id.)  As adopted, however, the Maintenance Standards are effective for purposes of the statute.  (Also see Ruling dated February 7, 2003 in Rulemaking (R.) 02-11-039.)

Even if revised, the revised standards may not necessarily be subject to further notice and comment.  That is, the anticipated legal review of the adopted standards is to include advice on whether or not the revisions (if any) require another round of notice by, and comment to, the Committee before the standards are sent to the Commission.  (RT, page 148.)  If there is another round of notice and comment, the Committee will announce at that time whether or not the Maintenance Standards are suspended pending further action by the Committee.  Absent such suspension, however, the Maintenance Standards will remain in effect.  Generators should begin the process of bringing themselves into compliance with the adopted standards.

The adopted standards provide that within “90 days of the announcement of the Generation Maintenance Program implementation ... the generating asset owner shall provide a certificate to the CPUC.”  (Section 3.1.B.)  Implementation is left to the Commission.  (Public Utilities Code § 761.3(a).)  The Commission is currently scheduled to issue its decision regarding implementation of Committee-adopted Maintenance Standards on or about May 8, 2003.  (Scoping Memo dated February 19, 2003 in R.02-11-039, Attachment C.)  That decision should state when program implementation begins (e.g., on the date of the decision or another date).  If the decision is issued May 8 and implementation is effective May 8, the 90th day thereafter is August 6, 2003.
Consistent with Committee-adopted procedures, this letter is served by electronic mail.  The service list for participants before the Committee is the same as the service list for R.02-11-039.  (See Rulings dated December 10, 2002; February 19, 2003; and February 25, 2003.)  In this case, a hard copy is also served on participants.

Sincerely,

Carl Wood

Presiding Officer

California Electricity Generation Facilities 

Standards Committee
cc:  Commission File R.02-11-039
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