
CALIFORNIA ELECTRICITY GENERATION
FACILITIES STANDARDS COMMITTEE
April 16, 2003


TO:  PARTICIPANTS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE
The California Electricity Generation Facilities Standards Committee (Committee)

“…within 90 days of the effective date of this section and after providing notice and opportunity for public comment, shall adopt, and may thereafter revise, standards for the maintenance and operation of facilities for the generation of electric energy located in the state.”  (Public Utilities Code § 761.3(b)(1), enacted by Senate Bill (SB) X2 39.)  

The Committee is in the process of undertaking and completing this work.  For example, Maintenance Standards were adopted and effective on February 3, 2003, and legal review of those standards is in progress.  The legal review may or may not result in revisions to the adopted Maintenance Standards.  Logbook Standards for thermal plants were adopted and effective on April 1, 2003, and work is in progress to consider and adopt such standards for non-thermal plants.
  Development of Operations Standards will begin soon.  The Committee may need additional time, however, to complete its mission.  

As a result, I will propose that the Committee adopt General Duty Standards at its next meeting.  The purpose of the General Duty Standards is to state general operation and maintenance standards covering duties, obligations and business practices consistent with SB X2 39 for electric generating facilities and powerplants covered by Public Utilities Code § 761.3.  The California Public Utilities Commission may then implement and enforce those standards.  

A draft proposed Resolution with General Duty Standards is attached to this letter.  Participants before the Committee are invited to comment.  Comments on the draft shall be served by electronic mail on the Committee and all other participants by April 23, 2003.  Reply comments shall be similarly served by April 28, 2003.  Participants may recommend modifications to the Resolution and General Duty Standards, or they may recommend an entirely different version, but, in doing so, shall state the specific language they propose for adoption by the Committee.  

Once adopted by the Committee, the General Duty Standards will be filed with the Commission.  I anticipate that the Commission will separately consider its implementation and enforcement obligations, and will permit parties in R.02‑11‑039 to submit comments and reply comments.  As a result, participants need not submit comments to the Committee on implementation and enforcement.  Rather, comments to the Committee should focus on the duties, obligations and business practices included in the General Duty Standards.  

Consistent with Committee-adopted procedures, this letter is served by electronic mail.  The service list for participants before the Committee is the same as the service list for R.02-11-039, and may be found on the Commission’s web site under R.02-11-039.  (See Rulings dated December 10, 2002; February 19, 2003; and February 25, 2003.)  In this case, a paper copy is also served on participants.

Sincerely,

/s/  CARL WOOD
Carl Wood

Presiding Officer

CXW:k47

Attachments

cc:  Commission File R.02-11-039

CALIFORNIA ELECTRICITY GENERATION

FACILITIES STANDARDS COMMITTEE
RESOLUTION NO. ___ 

(Adopted May ___, 2003)
WHEREAS the People of the State of California and the California legislature have found, declared, and enacted the following in Senate Bill No. X2 39 (2001-2002 2nd Extraordinary Session): 

(a) Electric generating facilities and powerplants in California are essential facilities for maintaining and protecting the public health and safety of California residents and businesses.

(b) It is in the public interest to ensure that electric generating facilities and powerplants located in California are effectively and appropriately maintained and efficiently operated.

(c) Owners and operators of electric generating facilities and powerplants provide a critical and essential good to the California public.   

(d) To protect the public health and safety, and to ensure electrical service reliability and adequacy, the California legislature established the California Electricity Generation Facilities Standards Committee (Committee) to develop and adopt standards for the maintenance and operation of facilities for the generation of electric energy owned by an electrical corporation or located in California.  

And, WHEREAS the Committee desires to adopt General Duty Standards in addition to, and which supplement, the specific Standards that the Committee is now developing or has adopted. 

THEREFORE, THE CALIFORNIA GENERATION FACILITIES STANDARDS COMMITTEE (COMMITTEE) HEREBY RESOLVES THAT: 

1. The Committee adopts the General Duty Standards stated in Attachment A hereto.   

2. The General Duty Standards establish the general duties of facilities for the generation of electric energy owned by an electrical corporation or located in California, and are in addition to, and supplement, the more specific Standards that the Committee has adopted or may subsequently adopt.

3. Committee staff shall file the adopted General Duty Standards on behalf of the Committee with the California Public Utilities Commission.

4. This Resolution is effective today.  

Dated May ___, 2003 at San Francisco, California.





Signed by the following Committee Members:

ATTACHMENT A

GENERAL DUTY STANDARDS

Facilities used for the generation of electricity owned by an electrical corporation or located within California (Facilities) shall be maintained and operated in accordance with the following Standards:

· All Facilities shall be maintained and operated in a safe, reliable, and efficient manner that promotes and protects the health and safety of California residents, businesses, employees, and the public.

· All Facilities shall be maintained and operated so as to be available to meet the demand for electricity, and promote electric supply system reliability.

· All Facilities shall comply with the protocols of the California Independent System Operator for the scheduling of powerplant outages.

Nothing in these General Duty Standards shall modify, delay, or abrogate any deadline, standard, rule or regulation that is adopted by a federal, state, or local agency for the purposes of protecting the public health, worker safety, or the environment, including, but not limited to, any requirements imposed by the California State Air Resources Board, an air pollution control district, or an air quality management district pursuant to Division 26 (commencing with Section 39000) or the California Health and Safety Code.

These General Duty Standards apply to all facilities used for the generation of electric energy located in California with the following exceptions (see Public Utilities Code § 761.3(d) and (h)):

· Nuclear powered generating facilities that are federally regulated and subject to standards developed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and that participate as members of the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations.

· Qualifying small power production facilities or qualifying cogeneration facilities within the meaning of §§ 201 and 210 of Title 11 of the federal Public Utility Regulatory Polices Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. Secs. 796(17), 796(18), and 824a-3), and the regulations adopted pursuant to those sections by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (18 C.F.R. Secs. 292.101 to 292.602, inclusive).

· Generation units installed, operated, and maintained at a customer site, exclusively to serve that customer’s load.

· Facilities owned by a local publicly owned electric utility as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 9604.

· Any public agency that may generate electricity incidental to the provision of water or wastewater treatment.

· Facilities owned by a city or county operating as a public utility, furnishing electric service as provide in Section 10001.  

(END OF ATTACHMENT A)
�  Just as with Maintenance Standards, generators should begin the process of bringing themselves into compliance with the adopted Logbook Standards.  (See letter dated March 21, 2003 regarding when the Maintenance Standards became effective.)  Commission implementation and enforcement of Committee�adopted standards will begin after a Commission decision in Rulemaking (R.) 02-11-039.  
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