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Protest Of The julian energy group
1.  The Julian Energy Group protests the request by SDG&E for an interim finding of need.  

There is a well demonstrated public challenge to the need for the Sunrise Powerlink.  This challenge deserves to be heard through the complete public involvement process called for by CPUC regulations, not the process proposed by SDG&E that denies the public the opportunity to challenge the need for this transmission line.
2.  The Julian Energy Group protests the assertion made by SDG&E that the Sunrise Powerlink is being built to meet the energy needs of San Diego County.

A San Diego County regional energy plan was prepared in 1994 by local government, ratepayers, conservationists, members of the public and utility experts, such as UCAN and the Border Power Plant Working Group.  The San Diego County regional energy plan proposes viable alternatives to the Sunrise Powerlink.  SDG&E consistently ignores our local energy plan .  In addition, an even greater number of alternatives to major transmission systems have become available since the San Diego County regional energy plan was prepared in 1994.  
There are alternatives to the Sunrise Powerlink for meeting the energy needs of San Diego County.  These include:

· Distributed energy projects already underway and planned for the County.
· Roof-top and parking lot solar programs.  The mission of the Julian Energy Group is to take Julian off of the SDG&E power grid by using local roof-top and parking lot solar power.
· Future technology advances in the area of on-site power generation and storage that will eliminate the need for long distance power transmission.
3.  The Julian Energy Group protests the assertion made by SDG&E that the Sunrise Powerlink is “convenient” to the public.  To the contrary, the Sunrise Powerlink will cause severe and irreversible damage to the public, and to natural resources that belong to the public.
Severe and Irreversable Fire Hazards

The Wildfire Research Institute (Ramona, California) has concluded that the Sunrise Powerlink creates a “non-defendable, fire-flume, death trap” that has the potential of killing many civilians and fire fighters.  

Severe and Irreversable Damage to Anza-Borrego State Park
The Sunrise Powerlink will cause severe and irreversible damage to Anza-Borrego State Park. In addition, the Sunrise Powerlink will establish the undesirable precedent of compromising state parks and other natural areas that are protected for the public.
Severe and Irreversable Damage to the Biodiversity of San Diego County
San Diego County has received designation as an international “biodiversity hotspot” from the United Nations because of the high number of protected plant and animal species that occur in the County (more than any other county in the contiguous United States:  Natural History Museum of San Diego).  The severe damage to County biodiversity resulting from the Sunrise Powerlink can not be mitigated.
4. Request Regarding Locations of Meetings

The Julian Energy Group requests that Scoping Meetings for the California Environmental Quality Act be held at locations throughout the proposed corridor, including the San Diego backcountry (areas East of Ramona) and Anza Borrego State Park.  
Respectfully submitted,

Jeanette L. Hartman
Executive Director
Julian Energy Group

PO Box 1497
Julian, California 92036

Email: jeanettehartman@yahoo.com
Phone: 619-318-6634
February 17, 2006

PROOF OF SERVICE


I declare that, pursuant to the California Public Utilities Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, I served my Protest upon all parties of record in A.05-12-014 by sending true and correct copies.  Service was completed by email where available or by placing true copies in a sealed envelope with first-class postage prepaid and deposited in the United States mail.


I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the forgoing is true and correct.  


Executed on February 17, 2006 in Julian, California

__________________________

Jeanette Hartman
SERVICE LIST FOR A.05-12-014
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