
Notice of Two-day Workshop
on Universal Service Public Policy Programs
California Public Utilities Commission- Auditorium 
April 25, 2006  
9:30 am - 12 pm, 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 

&

April 26, 2006 

 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Commission is conducting a two-day workshop seeking input from the public on the operations and funding of the state’s Universal Service Public Policy Programs (PPP). The information from the workshop will be used to develop an Order Instituting Rulemaking (OIR) that will be issued after the workshop.  The purpose of the OIR will be to conduct a comprehensive review of the PPPs.  The Commission is seeking input at the workshop to help identify whether the existing programs meet the objectives of applicable universal service statutes and what, if any, changes are required to improve the existing program structure, ease program administration, aid in managing the size of the funds, and ensure adequate monitoring of the programs’ costs to consumers.
The Commission is interested in hearing the views of the public, the industry experts, and other participants at the workshop.  To facilitate the discussion at the workshop, the Commission staff has issued a paper discussing the funding mechanism and three of the programs:

· Universal Lifeline Telephone Service

· Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program

· California Teleconnect Fund

The staff report is available on CPUC’s website at: http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/hottopics/2telco/index.htm. The purpose of the staff report is to initiate a discussion among parties on the issues, but is not intended to limit discussion on these important programs.  Parties are invited to review the staff draft paper and provide written comments on the questions contained in the paper by 5 pm Pacific time on April 20, 2006.  Written comments should be limited to 10 pages and should be e-mailed to all the following:
Linda Rochester at (415) 703- 2785, lrr@cpuc.ca.gov;

Maryam Ebke at (415) 703-1112, meb@cpuc.ca.gov; 
Angela Young at (415) 703-2837, ayy@cpuc.ca.gov. 
For questions regarding this workshop or the staff paper, please contact the above staff.  For information about the workshop and how to participate in it, please see the agenda. 
Agenda
Universal Service Public Policy Programs Workshop


April 25, 2006  

9:30 am - 4:30 pm California Public Utilities Commission Auditorium

9:30 am - 9:45 am
Welcome and Opening Remarks by Commissioner Chong

9:45 am - Noon
Discussion of Funding Mechanism for Universal Service Programs  

Noon - 1 pm 

Lunch Break

1 pm - 2:45 pm 

Discussion of California LifeLine Issues

3 pm - 4:30 pm 

Discussion of California Teleconnect Fund Issues 
April 26, 2006

9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
California Public Utilities Commission Auditorium

9:00 am - 9:15 am 

Opening Remarks by Commissioner Chong 
9:15 am - 11:45 am 
Discussion of Deaf and Disabled Telecommunication Program Issues

11:45 am - Noon 

Discussion of Schedule
Parties seeking to speak at this meeting should sign up as a speaker by clicking on “Universal Service Reform” at:  

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/static/hottopics/2telco/index.htm and provide the following   information by April 19, 2006:  name; company; clients/constituents that you represent; program(s) that you will comment on; address; e-mail address; and telephone number.   

Public comments will be limited given the time constraints.  Parties who sign up prior to the workshop should expect to have no more than 5 minutes.  Parties who sign up at the start of the workshop with the Public Advisor, will be allocated time based on availability.  Time for informal discussion will be allowed if time is available.  

For further information about making public comments at this meeting, please contact the Public Utilities Commission Public Advisor at (415) 703-2074  // e-mail: public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov. There will be a simultaneous audio cast of this meeting. Information on the Internet audio webcast can be found at: www.cpuc.ca.gov. Should you wish to listen via telephone, call toll free (866) 621-8358 on April 25 after 9:30 am and April 26 after 9 am (PST) and when prompted [image: image1.png]


enter the pass code "9632806". 

This location is accessible to people with disabilities. Sign language interpreters and captioners will be available on both days.  If other specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, please call the PUC Public Advisor at (415) 703-2074 // e-mail: public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov three business days in advance of the meeting.


