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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
'10 PAOMA.NAOE CIRCU! SUITE 115
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May 10,2010

Patrick M. Coggins
Senior Right of Way Agent
Department of Transportal ion
PO Box 23440 - MS IIA
Oakland, CA 94623-0440

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER. Governor

File Number: G.I 0-04-004

Ilc: Gener:\1 Ordcr 88-B Request for Authority to Alter' the B;lysltore Boulcvllrd I
Highway 101 Grade Separated Highway-Rail Crossing, CPUC Crossing No.
OOIDAB-28.90-B, DOT No. 7500J6R in the City of Menlo Park, 5,10 Maleo
County.

Dear Mr. Coggins:

This refers to your letter dated April 13,2010 and received by us on April 14,2010 requesting
authorization pursuant to Commission General Order (GO) 88-B to alter a grade separated highway­
rail crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad (UP) track in the city of Menlo Park (City), San Mateo
County. The crossing is located at Bayshore Boulevard I Highway 101 and is identified as CPUC
Crossing No. 00IDAB-28.90-B, DOT No. 7500J6R.

Highway 101 is the primary highway on the peninsula, traveling from San Francisco south to San
Jose. The crossing is currently a single track grade separated crossing with (he roadway below the
tracks. Ilighway 101 is an eight lane roadway with a short pedestrian sidewalk on the caSI side of
the highway at the crossing.

The Departmenl of Transportation's (Cal trans) project's goal is to reduce congestion in the area
with the addition of new travel Janes and ramp metering at nearby freeway onramps. Caltrans will
remove the existing pedestrian sidewalk as part oflhe project. The pedestrian walkway currently
serves no purpose. The rail crossing structure will not be altered. Caltrans states in ils GO 88-8
request leller thal "The public will benefit from the improvements, as lraffic safely will increase
with the constmction of an auxiliary lane. The proposed project would also increase average lravel
speeds on the freeway resulting in decreased travel time. The projeci is also expected to reduce
merging conilicts and accident frequency."

The proposed alterations as indicated in the requesl Jetter and/or shown in the anachments shaH
consist of:

• Reslriping the existing travel lanes 10 allow for IWO additional au.xiliary Irave1lanes. for a
tOlal of (en travel lanes.
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• Removing thc cxisting sidewalk, curb and gutter.

• Installation ofmctal beam guardrails in the northwest and southeast quadrants.

• Installation of a retaining wall in the southwest quadrant.

• Installation ofa concrete barrier with a chain link fence in the northeast quadrant.

StafT has investigated the request by Cal trans, and finds it adequately addresses compliance and
safety. As Caltrans. UP, and the Peninsula Corridor Joint PO\l"ers Board (JPS) are in agreement
as to the design and apportionments orthe cost under the provisions of GO 88-B, you may
proceed with the improvemenls as described in your request letter and attachments, and
summarizcd abovc.

Temporary traffic controls shall be provided in compliance with Seclion 8A.OS, Temporary
Trame Control Zones, of the California Manual on Unifonn Traffic Control Devices (CA
MUTCD). published by the California Depanment ofTransportation.

All parties shall comply with all applicable rules, including Commission Gcneral Orders and CA
MUTCD.

This project is statutorily excmpt from the requirements of the California Environment Quality
Act of 1970, as amended [California Pubic Resources Codc 21084].

This authorization shall expire if the above conditions are not complied with or if the work is nOl
completcd within two years of the date ofmis letter. Upon written request to this office, the time
to complete the project may be extended. Any written request for a time extcnsion must include
concurrence letters by involved panies in support of the time extension. If an extension is
requestcd, the Commission's Rail Crossings Engineering Section (RCES) may reevaluate the
crossing prior lO granting an extension.

Within 30 days aftcr completion of this project, Caltrans shall notify RCES that the authorized work
is completed, by submining a completed Commission Standard Fonn G titled Reporr o/Changes af
Highway Grade Crossings and Separarions. Form G requirements and forms can be obtained at lhe
CPUC web site Fonn G pagc a1 hnp:/Iwww.cpuc.ca.gov/fonng.This report may be submitted
electronically to rces(@cpuc.ca.gov as outlined on the web page.

If you have any questions, please contact Felix Ko at (415) 703-3722 or fko@cpuc.ca.gov.

~~~
Daren Gilbert, Supervisor
Rail Crossings Engineering Section
Consumer Protection and Safety Division
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C: Patrick Coggins
Senior Right or Way Agent
Department orTransponation
Division of Right of Way
PO Box 23440- MS IIA
Oakland, CA 94623-0440

James Smith
Manager Industry & Public Projects
Union Pacific Railroad
9451 Atkinson SI
Roseville, CA 95747

Kevin Boles
Construction Manager
PCJPB/Caltrain
1250 Sun Curios Ave
Sun Carlos, CA 94070


