January 2004 Supplement

 to the December 2003 Telecommunications Roadmap
For Internal Distribution Only


NOTE:  This January supplement is intended to highlight significant developments that have occurred in Telecommunications Division projects over the last month.  It is designed to update and make current the project information contained in the more comprehensive December 2003 Telecommunications Roadmap “base” document that was distributed to management and published on the Commission’s Intranet (http://epuc/PUC/Telecom/_home.htm) on December 18, 2003.  To obtain a comprehensive overview of the nature, status and staffing of all currently active division projects, also refer to the previously posted and distributed December base document. 
CURRENT  PROCEEDINGS

Tier I:

C.  Telecommunications Consumer Bill of Rights


	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	R.00-02-004
	Wood
	McVicar
	Dumas, Yun
	Hernandez, Maniscalco, Poschl, Rodriguez, R. White

	Next Milestone: A Commission vote on a final decision. 


· The ALJ’s Proposed Decision in this proceeding is on the Commission’s January 27, 2004 meeting agenda for consideration, with the possibility that alternate proposed decisions will also be advanced for Commission consideration.   

E.  
New Regulatory Framework (NRF) Review – Phase 2A & 2B       Issues/SBC Audit


	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	R.01-09-001
	Kennedy
	Thomas, Kenney
	Gasser
	Christiansen, Rahman, Wong

	Next Milestone:  A Commission vote on a final decision.


· The division recently prepared for the Commissioner’s offices an Advisory Analysis of NRF audit recommendations where there were differences in what was adopted in the Phase 2A & 2B ALJ Proposed Decisions (PD) and the Assigned Commissioner’s Alternate Proposed Decisions (APD).

· This Advisory Analysis addressed many complex issues including Pensions, Post Retirement Benefits Other than Pensions (PBOPs), Income Taxes, Depreciation, and Local Competition Costs.  For each issue the analysis identified the audit recommendation, the PD treatment, the APD treatment, and the division’s position. 

I.    Review and Modify Adopted OSS Performance Measurements   for SBC and Verizon


	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	I.97-10-017
	Brown
	Reed, Walwyn
	
	P. King, P. Chang

	Next Milestone:  


· Staff assisted the ALJ in completing a draft decision to implement clarifications for a new performance measure for Verizon.  This measure will track Verizon’s change management process performance.
· After ALJ management review, the draft decision should be adopted quickly without comments, since it represents a settlement of non-controversial issues. 
J.  
SB 1563 OIR to Plan for Widespread Use of Advanced Communications


	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	R.03-04-003
	Kennedy
	Malcom
	
	P. White, Walker, P. Chang, Shumavon

	Next Milestone:  Meetings with community interests in February and March.  


· On December 23, 2003, staff issued a data request to telecommunications and electric utilities asking for information concerning fiber deployment.  This information will be used in the report to show the extent of fiber facilities in the state.
· On January 13, 2004, staff sent surveys to 3,000 Community Based Organizations and Community Technology Centers.  The survey seeks input on the various communities’ experiences with broadband, how it is used by the community, the benefits to the community, how subsidies are helping and how additional subsidies or other methods of funding could help address digital divide concerns.

· During February and March, staff will be conducting workshop meetings with interested Community Based Organizations to allow them to go beyond the survey questions to provide further input to the report.

L.  
AB 140 Rulemaking


	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	R.03-02-034
	Peevey
	Grau
	
	Borak

	Next Milestone:  Public meetings.


· Meetings are anticipated for late January or early February 2004 to inform the public how the Commission plans to implement the Rural Telecommunications Infrastructure Grant Program created by AB 140.

FCC RULINGS AND NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKINGS (NPRMs)

A.   Triennial Review of Unbundled Network Elements

	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	FCC, CC Docket No. 01-338; 96-98 
	N/A
	N/A
	LeVine
	Ennis, Poschl, Walker, P. Chang

	Next Milestone: January 20, 2004 PHC to set hearing schedule.


· In the Batch/Hot Cut track, ILECs filed testimony on December 15, 2003 that updated original batch cut proposals.  CLECs were to respond to this testimony by January 15, 2004.  
· In the Loop and Transport track, an ALJ Ruling of December 15, 2003 granted a request by ILECs to update impairment analyses made on specific loops and transport routes originally presented in testimony of November 20, 2003.  The update was to be filed on December 30, 2003.
· Subsequently, on December 30, 2003, the ILECs filed a motion to expand the scope of the original routes and submitted additional routes in the Loop and Transport track.  An ALJ Ruling on January 12, 2004 allowed the motion of the ILECs and granted CLEC respondents until February 11, 2004 to respond.
· A PHC is scheduled for January 20, 2004 to set a schedule for evidentiary hearings for each of the three tracks in this proceeding.  Hearings are to begin January 26, and run through February 13, 2004.
OTHER PROJECTS

F.     Number Pooling Administration 

	Proceeding No.
	Commissioner
	ALJ
	Counsel
	TD Staff

	R.95-04-043 & I.95-04-044
	Lynch
	Pulsifer
	Mickiewicz
	Conner, Benjamin, Wong, Pangilinan

	Next Milestone: 

· Monitor pooling blocks by rate center.
· Approve code openings to replenish pools.
· Approve waivers for carriers to obtain additional blocks.


· On January 8, 2004, the Commission issued D.04-01-030 denying SBC cost recovery in the amount of $4.29 million for state-mandated number pooling.

·  D.04-01-030 found that the eligible costs subject to recovery are more than offset by the estimated savings in area code relief cost from implementing numbering pooling.
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