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March 19, 2001

 

Honorable Roderick D. Wright, Chair

Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee

State Capital, Room 5182

Sacramento, CA 95814
 

RE:  AB 219  – Letter of Support

 

Dear Assembly Member Wright:

 

The Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA) wholeheartedly supports AB 219 and commends the Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee for introducing this bill.  

ORA has taken a keen interest in maintaining quality communication services for the deaf, hearing impaired and speech disabled community at reasonable cost.  ORA currently is represented by member Joel Tolbert, who has served on the Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP) California Relay Service Advisory Committee for a number of years.

AB 219 would amend Sections 2881, 2881.2 and repeal Section 2881.01 of the Public Utilities Code, relating to the California Public Utilities Commission’s (CPUC or Commission) Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP).  The bill is an urgency measure and would take effect immediately.

This bill would re-establish funding of a program required under State and Federal Law.  Existing law requires that the Public Utilities Commission “shall design and implement a program whereby each telephone corporation shall provide a telecommunication device capable of serving the needs of individuals who are deaf or hearing impaired, together with a single party line, at no charge additional to the basic exchange rate, to any subscriber who is certified as an individual who is deaf or hearing impaired by a licensed physician and surgeon, audiologist, or a qualified state or federal agency…”  The Commission was originally mandated to phase in this program over a three year period on a geographical basis by January 1987.  The Commission applied for certification of this program pursuant to Section 401 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

 

A surcharge on intrastate telephone service was the vehicle for funding the State deaf relay and equipment loan programs under the DDTP.  The effective date for this surcharge expired on January 1, 2001. Since January 1 of this year, the DDTP has been operating on emergency reserves, hence the urgent nature of this bill. AB 219 would extend the requirement for those telephone surcharges until January 1, 2006, and delete obsolete provisions.  The surcharge level remains unchanged. 

The relay service currently handles approximately 640,000 calls each month for the deaf, hearing impaired and speech disabled communities.  This service allows individuals with disabilities to communicate with people with normal hearing.  The program therefore, is essential to the public interest for the State.  

 

ORA continues to be an advocate on behalf of the deaf and disabled communities.  AB 219 which re-establishes funding for Commission’s relay service and equipment loan programs are essential elements of that support.  ORA looks forward to working with your office by testifying in support of the bill and assisting with any amendments which might be necessary to clarify the bill’s intent and ensure its successful passage.

 

 

Sincerely,    

 

 

David Morse

 

 

 

cc: 

Assembly Member Pescetti, 

Assembly Member Canciamilla, 

Assembly Member Diaz, 

Assembly Member Jackson, 

Assembly Member Kelley, 

Assembly Member Papan, 

Assembly Member Reyes 

Assembly Member Wesson, 

Assembly Member Corbett
� Section 2881 (d) currently states that the Commission shall establish a rate recovery mechanism through a surcharge not to exceed one-half of 1 percent uniformly applied to a subscriber's intrastate telephone service, other than one-way radio paging service and universal telephone service, both within a service area and between service areas to fund the continued availability of equipment and service specified in subdivisions and to recover costs as they are incurred under this PUC code.  It states that the surcharge shall be in effect until January 1, 2001.  AB 219 extends this date to January 1, 2006.  
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