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Sent Via Fax (327-2272)

September 5, 2001

Senator Jim Brulte 

State Capitol, Rm. 305 

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Support for SBx2 17

Dear Senator Brulte:

The Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA) supports SBx2 17, as amended, August 20, 2001.  The bill would provide a limited tax credit for qualifying small solar and wind energy systems through 2006.  ORA understands that the credit applies after the deduction of any other municipal, state or federally sponsored financial incentives.  The bill requires recapture of the credit if the energy system is sold or removed from California, but also allows a carryover of the credit to the 8 succeeding taxable years.

ORA believes that the bill strikes a balance between reducing solar and wind energy system installation costs and protecting tax revenues.  The credit will allow additional ratepayers to install solar and wind energy systems to reduce their reliance on expensive, centrally-generated electricity.  The bill also protects ratepayers that install qualifying systems by requiring a 5-year warranty against breakdown or undue degradation.  ORA notes that the bill already receives wide spread support.

Sincerely yours,

David Morse

Honorable Roderick Wright, Chair Assembly Committee on Energy Cost and Availability

Linda Adams, Chief Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of the Governor

 

Ratepayer Advocates in the Gas, Electric, Telecommunications and Water Industries
1
2

