ATTACHMENT A

ORA’s proposed charter language amendments to the current interim charters are indicated in underlined and strikeout text below.  Although the CHCF-A language is used as boilerplate text, these amendments apply to the CHCFA-AC, CHCFB-AC, CTF-AC, PSPC, ULTSMB and ULTSAC interim charters.  It equally serves for a merged ULTS charter.

2.  ARTICLE TWO:  PURPOSE

2.1  Purpose of the Committee.  The purpose of the CHCFA-AC is to function, pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 275(a), as an advisory board to advise the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) regarding the development, implementation, effectiveness, efficiency, and administration of the California High Cost Fund-A (CHCF-A) program, which provides transfer payments to small independent telephone corporations providing local exchange services in high-cost rural and small metropolitan areas in the state in order to create fair and equitable local rate structures, as provided for in Pub. Util. Code § 739.3, and to carry out the program under the Commission's direction, control, and approval.
4.  ARTICLE FOUR:  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

4.1  Duties.  The CHCFA-AC shall have the following duties and responsibilities.  While performing these duties and responsibilities, Committee members at all times shall be subject to the direction, control and approval of the Commission.  The Committee shall act in an advisory capacity to the Commission, which shall have all policy and program decision-making authority.

a)  Pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 273(a), on or before June 1 of each year the CHCFA-AC shall submit a proposed budget to the Commission’s Telecommunications Division.  The proposed budget shall include estimated program expenditures,  the Committee’s projected expenses, and necessary surcharge changes for the fiscal year (July 1 to June 30) that will commence thirteen (13) months thereafter.

b)  Pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 273(b), on or before October 1 of each year the CHCFA-AC shall submit a report to the Commission describing Committee activities during the prior fiscal year. 

c) Pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 275(a), the CHCFA-AC shall advise the Commission regarding the development, implementation, effectiveness, efficiency, and administration of the CHCF-A program, within the context of the Committee’s purpose, as described in Paragraph 2.1. The Board shall recommend to the Commission audits as needed, including administrative or performance audits, to the extent not performed by other state agencies or bodies, when the Board determines such audits could make the program more effective or efficient.  Audits shall be considered an administrative expense of the fund.
4.3  Conflict of Interest Rules. Until affirmed as the final rules or modified by Commission order, the CHCFA-AC shall comply with the Fair Political Practices Commission Conflict of Interest Code, 2 Cal. Code of Regulations, § 18730.  For purposes of applying these rules, all members of the CHCFA-AC shall be defined as “designated employees” required to disclose the following “economic interests”:

Any investment or business position in, or income from, any of the following:

1.  An entity seeking to provide any product or service related to the Committee’s function or that has plans to come before the Committee to seek funds from the monies under the control of this group.

2.  A parent or a subsidiary of an entity described in subsection (1).

Advisory Board members representing carriers or other organizations with a direct or indirect material interest in a Board decision shall be recused from voting on that issue.
5.  ARTICLE FIVE:  MEETINGS AND RECORDS

5.1 General.  The CHCFA-AC shall act only in the course of a duly noticed meeting.  The Committee shall meet at least quarterly.  Notification of the date, place, and time of each meeting shall be given to each member and shall be published as required by the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Gov. Code §11120 et seq.) and in the Commission’s Daily Calendar at least ten (10) calendar days in advance of the meeting.  Unless another location is stated in the notice, meetings shall be at the Public Utilities Commission Building in San Francisco.  Notice shall include the name, address, and telephone number of a person who can provide additional information prior to the meeting, an address for written comments on agenda items, as well as a brief, general description of the business to be transacted and shall highlight important pending decisions, including those to be sent to the Commission for approval.  The agenda, once published, shall not be revised ten (10) days prior to the meeting.  The Committee may take action on an item of business not appearing on the published agenda, as long as the action is taken in accordance with Gov. Code § 11125.3. Sub-committees established by the Commission shall be subject to the same notification, open meeting, and public participation provisions.
5.1 (a)
   Concurring or Dissenting Opinions:  Any Board member may ask for the opportunity to record a concurring or a dissenting opinion on any vote taken, comments submitted, or any other position stated or expressed by the Board as a whole.

5.2  Open Meetings. All meetings, including those of any Commission-established sub-committees, shall be open to the public and shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act.  A copy of the Act shall be given to every existing and new member of the Committee.
5.6 Public Participation.  The CHCFA-AC shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to address the Committee directly on each agenda item before or during the Committee’s discussion or consideration of the item.  The Committee shall provide a sign-up sheet for members of the public who wish to address the Committee. The sign-up sheet shall be available prior to the commencement of the public meeting and shall provide space for the name of the member of the public wishing to address the Committee, whom the individual represents, and the agenda item to be addressed.  The public may participate via teleconferencing whenever technically feasible. The Committee shall make its best efforts to recognize the public members during the appropriate comment periods at each meeting, consistent with the Committee’s obligation to conduct business in an orderly manner. Written comments on agenda items submitted pursuant to section 5.1 shall be made available to all Board members.
5.7 Teleconferencing:  Teleconferencing should be permitted for all meetings, including board, subcommittee, and workgroup meetings to encourage the broadest input to the Commission.

5.8 Budget and Tracking of Financial Data: Liaison staff shall provide to Board members financial and accounting data on a monthly basis.
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