	Tel:  (415) 703-2061

Fax: (415) 703-1981

http://ora.ca.gov
	ORA

OFFICE OF RATEPAYER ADVOCATES
California Public Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102
	Regina A. Birdsell Director



For Immediate Release

February 5, 2002

Contact:  Jason Zeller 415/703-4673 or Regina Birdsell 415/703-2544 

The Office of Ratepayer Advocates Asks the California Public Utilities Commission to Terminate Charging Ratepayers for PG&E’s Over-Funded Nuclear Decommissioning Trust Funds for Diablo Canyon

The Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA) today asked the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to terminate charging ratepayers for Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) over-funded nuclear decommissioning trust funds for its Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant.   “In November, PG&E told the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission that the decommissioning trust funds are over-funded and that no additional funds are ever needed.  There is no reason PG&E’s ratepayers should continue paying for decommissioning Diablo Canyon when there is enough money in the trust funds today to take care of its eventual decommissioning.  Given the high rates PG&E’s ratepayers pay for electricity, the least we can do is take away the decommissioning charge burden,” said ORA director Regina Birdsell.  If decommissioning funds continue to be collected over the next 10 years, ratepayers will over-fund by over $260 million.

Termination of decommissioning charges currently paid by ratepayers will not effect the daily operations or the eventual decommissioning of Diablo Canyon.  According to PG&E, the decommissioning trust funds currently contain over $1.1 billion, while the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission currently requires $835 million.  The funds in the decommissioning trust accounts earn interest.  PG&E is not expected to begin decommissioning Diablo Canyon until after 2021.

The Office of Ratepayer Advocates is an independent arm of the Public Utilities Commission that represents ratepayer interests.
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