DEFINITIONS








AGGREGATOR:  Any marketer, broker, public agency, city, county, or special district, that combines the loads of multiple end-use customers in facilitating the sale and purchase of electric energy, transmission, and other services on behalf of these customers.





BROKER:  An entity that arranges the sale and purchase of electric energy, transmission, and other services between buyers and sellers, but does not take title to any of the power sold.





CPUC (California Public Utilities Commission):  An administrative agency which exercises both legislative and judicial powers in the process of regulating privately owned utilities, such as SDG&E.





CTC (Competitive Transition Charge):  A non-bypassable charge on each utility electric customer, including those who are served by non-utility suppliers, for recovery of the utility’s transition costs.





CUSTOMERS:  The end-users of electricity, who may be served either by the utility or a non-utility, retail electric service provider.





DEMAND:  The amount of electricity a customer takes from the system at a certain time.  Demand is measured in kilowatts (kW).  On the SDG&E system, a customer’s “on-peak” demand is the highest recorded average kW over any 15-minute interval during the on-peak time period.  The customer’s “non-coincident demand” is their highest recorded average kW over any 15-minute interval during the customer’s billing period, regardless of when it occurs (e.g., on-peak, semi-peak or the off-peak time periods).





DIRECT ACCESS TRANSACTION:  A contract between any one or more electrical generators, marketers, or brokers of electric power and one or more retail customers providing for the purchase and sale of electric power or any ancillary services.





ELECTRIC SERVICE PROVIDER (ESP):  An entity which provides electric service to a retail or end-use customer, but which does not fall within the definition of an electrical corporation.





FRANCHISE FEES:  A financial obligation collected from the customer by the utility and remitted in whole to a city or a county government for the utility’s nonexclusive right to install and maintain equipment on that government’s highway and street property, or public rights of way.





GENERATORS:  Those entities which will design, construct, own, operate, and maintain generation assets to supply energy and ancillary services to the competitive market.





HOURLY METERING:  Hourly metering shall refer to “Interval Metering” as defined herein.





HOURLY PX RATE OPTION:  Also known as Virtual Direct Access.  This rate option allows customers to purchase electricity on a rate schedule that reflects their usage in increments corresponding to the frequency posted PX prices.





INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR (ISO):  The ISO is responsible for the operation and control of the California statewide transmission grid.





INTERVAL METERING: 	The purchase, installation and maintenance of a metering device capable of recording energy use at 15-minute intervals, at a minimum, including any communication systems needed to allow the customer access to meter read usage data.  To the extent that the customer’s UDC distribution tariff charges requires meter reads smaller than 15 minutes, “Interval Metering” will refer to metering devices, including any related communication systems, capable of recording energy use at the intervals required by the customer’s UDC distribution tariff(s).





KILOWATT (kW):  A unit of electrical power equal to 1,000 watts.  A watt is a basic unit to measure the transfer of electric power from one source to another, and a watt is equal to one ampere flowing under one volt of pressure with a power factor of 100%.





KILOWATT-HOUR (kWh):  A common unit to measure electric energy consumption.  A kWh equals 1,000 watts of electric power consumed (or transferred from one source to another) for one hour of time.





LOAD PROFILE:  An estimate of a group of customers’ (e.g., residential, small commercial, large commercial) hourly consumption over a period of time.  Load profiles are statistical sampling techniques which allows customers that have common end-use characteristics but with load variances to be represented by a single measurement.  Load profiles will be used by SCs, ESPs, and UDCs to determine the hourly consumption of end-use customers who do have hourly metering devices.





MARKETER:  Any entity that buys electric energy, transmission, and other services from traditional utilities and other suppliers, and then resells those services at wholesale to an end-use customer.





POWER EXCHANGE (PX):  The entity that will establish a competitive spot market for electric power through day and hour ahead auction of generation and demand bids.





PUBLIC GOODS CHARGE (PGC):  A non-bypassable surcharge imposed on all retail sales to fund public goods research, development and demonstration, and energy efficiency activities, and possibly to support low income assistance programs.





RETAILERS:  An electric service provider who enters into a direct access transaction with an end-use customer, i.e., aggregators, brokers, and marketers.





SCHEDULING COORDINATORS (SC):  Entities certified by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) that act as a go-between with the ISO on behalf of generators, supply aggregators (wholesale marketers), retailers, and customers to schedule the distribution of electricity.





SUPPLY AGGREGATORS:  Also known as wholesale marketers.  These entities act on behalf of generators to arrange and implement commercial transactions in the generation supply market.





SMALL COMMERCIAL CUSTOMER:  For purposes of determining who is eligible for Load Profiling and non-utility meter services, a customer who has individual service accounts with a maximum peak demand of less than 20 kW at any time during the current and prior eleven monthly billing periods.  Absent real-time metering capabilities, any customer who has individual service accounts with a peak monthly usage of less than 12,000 kWh at any time during the current and prior eleven monthly billing periods.





UTILITY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY (UDC):  The entity which will continue to provide regulated services for the distribution of electricity to customers and serve customers who do not choose direct access.
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