





Lorenzo,





Below are some comments and suggestions on the February 26 UNIS Working Group Draft.   To help, I’ve tried to refer to particular sections; but some comments would apply to multiple sections.





I wasn’t able to open “figure 1”, so I can’t comment on it.





Overall, great job, thanks for all your efforts.





Comments:


The introductory section should note:





1.	Overall, a goal of the UNI number process should be to keep it simple.  This will reduce costs and probably reduce problems.  The February 26 draft may suggest a complex system, that hasn’t reached a consensus by the participants.





2.	There was general agreement on the need for UNIS for direct access, but little consensus on the cost/benefit and who should pay for the implementation.





Part of the next steps should include looking at how other businesses establish tracking numbers (e.g. retail SKUs, inventory, transportation, etc.) before we advocate funding an information technology firm or bringing in a particular national standards group.





Although the comments in the paper are good we should identify those that represent consensus opinions.  However, I think there was little consensus at the meeting.





The paper should be trimmed to exclude sections that do not directly address the five questions that the CPUC has asked for from this initial work group.  Particularly since there was a lot of non-consensus, or “not enough information” on various items.





Section Comments


1.	1.1 Background (pg 1), paragraph 2





	My understanding from the meetings is that the UNI number primarily aids direct access, and if it were not for that, the UDCs would not use UNI numbers.  If that is the case, then the first sentence should read “... the UNI number would be used throughout the electricity Direct Access market as a common key ...”





2.	CPUC question 4, par 4, pg. 7


	


	re “the main item here is the use of the UNIS to track energy usage ....”





	In the case in the UNI node being different than the meter location node, the importance of the meter node as a critical source of energy infor
