MDMA/Meter Reading Users Group


Minutes


Wednesday, October 29, 1997





Host: Chris King, VP, CellNet Data Systems


Locations: 125 Shoreway Road, San Carlos, CA





Attendees


Kathy Smith, ABB


Steve Sanford, Edison


Paul Nelson, SCE


Paul Taylor, RWBeck/Enron


Kirsten Stacey, PG&E


Randy Turley, IPT


Sherman Severin, FirstPoint


Gregory Lizak, Itron


Ed McCann, SDG&E


Jim Price, ORA


Fred Skillman, GEMS


Chris King, CellNet


Tom Lofgren, CellNet


Pauline Chang, PG&E


Kris Hardie, PG&E


Mark Serrano, SoCalGas


Tim Eskew, Schlumberger


James Harry, Schlumberger


David Bovankovich, E-Mon


Arthur Hahn, E-Mon


Don Millstein, E-Mon


Michelle Wynne, UOC





Updates:


Load Profile (SLP) decision to be out on 10/30/97 (H-13). There is a new proposal to allow 20-50 kW customers to use SLPs until September, 1998. MDMAs do not need to deal with SLPs in 1998, as the decision requires all SLP customers to be metered by the UDC, unless the customer has an hourly meter but chooses to be billed on SLPs. The tariff decision is also scheduled on 10/30/1997  (H-8). The MDCS approval is scheduled for week of November 4, 1997, and RSIF is on the same agenda.





UDC Comments


Edison (SCE) considers a customer to be GS-2 if they exceed 20 kW for nine months. However, this classification could be accelerated. Example, if the customer installs equipment that will cause over 20 kW of usage, the customer may be classified as GS-2 in the first month.





SDG&E: For the MDCR, the new procedure is a downloadable application to the desktop, and the ESP will e-mail back the data.





Subcommittee Work


The various certification tests are for these three functional groupings:





MDMA


Meter reading


Meter Installation and Maintenance


	MDMA effect of installation: final reads, MSP data exchange (one time).


(A test may be that one can take a final read and get the data into the MDMA.)





Define MDMA Acceptance test. CPUC may say that whoever is involved providing the service has to agree. Self-test is the direction. It has been agreed that MD01 and MD02 data formats with be used.





Demarcation of functions in data processing


Meter Reader:


Gets meter reads





MDMA:


Receive raw meter reads


Apply meter constant if necessary


Perform VEE functions


Establish, operate, and maintain a Meter Data Server


Publishes settlement quality (post VEE) data to the Meter Data Server


Archive raw and post-VEE data for three years


Exchange data with other market participants, including at least one ESP and a UDC, including both routine and non-routine data transfers (one ESP may be internal for UDC)


Have an emergency response plan in place, including daily backup


Demonstrate performance according to standards, initially consensus standards of the MDMA/Meter Reading Users Group and, when available, the CPUC-approved MDCS and RSIF standards





ESP:


Calculates distribution losses


Applies Statistical Load Profiles


Aggregates data by grid take out points





(Question: Will these separations hold in the future?)





MDMA Certification Test


(In the meeting, this was referred to as “Acceptance Test.” The change to “Certification Test” is to comply with the CPUC’s decision on October 30, 1997, which states: “If the ESP will be offering… MDMA Services, the ESP must demonstrate the ability to perform the functions required by this Rule. The UDC will continue to provide those services until compliance testing has been completed.” (page 15))





The CPUC requires that the ESP must demonstrate, as part of the MDMA certification test, the ability to perform the following functions:





ESP must complete all necessary electronic interfaces for the ESP and UDC… to satisfy meter reading communications including communicating to and from MDMA Servers for sharing of meter reading and usage data.


The ESP must have the capability to exchange data with the UDC via the Internet.





In addition, the MDMA/Meter Reading Users Group reached consensus that the certification test should include the following tests:





Receive raw data accurately


Perform VEE correctly on both actual data and a set of sample data


Operate and maintain an MDMA Server


Publish meter reads in California Meter Data Exchange format on the MDMA Server


Document emergency response plan


Simulate data recovery after disaster


Archive meter reads to backup tape storage


Provide data access via secure sockets layer (SSL)





The following are the tests the group talked about for the MDMA certification with who is writing a section on each:





Receive raw data accurately - Kathy Smith and Ed McCann


System test of MDMA from receipt of raw data through publishing meter


reads in correct format - Tom Lofgren


Document emergency response plan - Sherman Severin


Simulate data recovery after disaster - Sherman Severin


Archive meter reads to backup storage and be able to retrieve them - Tim


Eskew


Provide data access to an MDMA server using secure socket layer (SSL) -


Steve Sanford


Perform VEE correctly on sets of sample data - see below


Provide meter reads in California Meter Exchange Protocol format - see below





A subgroup will have a conference call to discuss details of implementation and testing of numbers 7 and 8 above.  The proposed time for this call is 9-11 am on Tuesday, 11/4. Details of what number to call will follow via another e-mail.








�
Meter Reader Certification Test


The Tariffs decision grouped meter reading with other MDMA services for purposes of certification. Accordingly, we need to develop test descriptions for the meter reading tests. In the meeting, we listed the following required tests:





Read meters proficiently, including physical reads (may be just as backup)


Demonstrate ability to be easily identified in the field and have proper identification


Demonstrate ability to detect and report tampering and unsafe or non-compliant conditions


Transport data to the MDMA in a secure fashion


Maintain the communic
