MDMA/Meter Reading Certification Process








Introduction


Pursuant to California Public Utilities Commission (“CPUC”) Decision 97-05-039, Energy Service Providers (“ESPs”) may offer metering services to their large customers in 1998 and, as clarified in D.97-10-086, to any customer in 1999. D.97-10-087 specifies that any ESP wishing to offer metering services, including Meter Data Management Agent (“MDMA”) and/or Meter Reading Service Provider (“MRSP”) services must demonstrate the ability to perform MDMA and/or MRSP functions (Section D.5 of the Direct Access Tariffs). The purpose of the Certification Test is to fulfill this CPUC requirement. Utility Distribution Companies (“UDCs”) are not required by the CPUC to conduct such a test.





Definitions


“MDMA Services” include receiving raw meter reads; performing validation, editing, and estimation (“VEE”); publishing Settlement Quality data to a server (“MDMA Server”) for retrieval by other parties entitled to access the data including Scheduling Coordinators; operating and maintaining the MDMA Server; and archiving the data for future retrieval and audit purposes.





“MRSP Services” includes collecting raw data from meters and delivering it to the MDMA and associated activities.





Certification


An ESP, or other entity acting as agent of an ESP, is considered certified to perform MDMA and/or MRSP services once that party has completed the attached Certification Test and a test report. The test is a self-test that may be performed by the MDMA/MRSP itself or an independent third party hired by it. Details of test procedures beyond those specified in the attached Certification Test description are to be developed and implemented by the MDMA/MRSP itself.





Following completion of the test report, the MDMA/MRSP is to notify in writing the UDC or UDCs in whose service territory the entity will be providing MDMA and/or MRSP services. The test report will be available for inspection by the UDC. Having received the test report, the UDC will agree to sign an ESP Service Agreement that enables the ESP to provide MDMA and/or MRSP services in accordance with CPUC requirements, unless the test report provides clear evidence that the MDMA/Meter Reader did not pass any test successfully, or does not or will not be able to meet CPUC requirements. In such cases, the MDMA/MRSP must perform the test again and resubmit the report after the test has been successfully completed.











Service Agreement/Cancellation of Certification


The ESP Service Agreement for MDMA and/or MRSP services may be a separate agreement from the Service Agreement enabling the ESP to sell electricity or may be a single Service Agreement for both selling electricity and providing MDMA and/or MRSP services. In either case, the Service Agreement is to be structured so that, in the event of the ESP’s failure to comply with CPUC requirements, the ESP’s ability to provide MDMA and/or MRSP services can be canceled without canceling the ESP’s ability to sell electricity (per Section D.5 of the Direct Access Tariffs). 





Cancellation of certification to perform MDMA/MRSP services may occur as a result of any of the following:





Continued non-compliance with performance standards per Section H.8 of the Direct Access Tariffs,





Failure to complete and document on-going certification self-testing as specified in the attached Certification Test; or 





An Event of Default that has not been timely cured, per Section 4 of the ESP Service Agreement (D.97-10-087).





Following loss of certification, an MDMA/MRSP must wait a minimum of 30 days and correct the faulty situation prior to submitting a new Certification Test report and requesting recertification. 
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