ConnexT is pleased to have been an active participant in the MADAWG and its wide ranging proposal to be submitted separately.  We wish to submit our additional suggestions below, inserted into the outline below, as indicated by the heading: “CONNEXT PROPOSES.”
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  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY





Purpose of the workshop and relationship to the Meter and Data Communications Standards (MDCS) workshop that follows





MDCS is extraction and validation of data from the meter to the server


RSIF defines info needs (influencing data acquisition in MDCS) and deals with info sharing from acquisition of data from the server to distribution to other parties





Key findings resulting from this workshop





Significant areas of agreement and disagreement among the UDCs and among/between the other participants 





 Organization of the remainder of the report





 BACKGROUND





Summary of the new market structure


changes in market participants


their roles and responsibilities (regardless of whether they contract out actual work to others)


direct access (unbundling of supply), including ISO/PX requirements


revenue-cycle unbundling (unbundling of billing and metering) 





Relevant regulatory decisions to date (CPUC, FERC)





The workshop process, including pre-workshop activities





TYPES OF INFORMATION NEEDED BY MARKET PARTICIPANTS





End-use meter data ( for scheduling, settlement, billing)


entity or entities responsible for generating meter data


basis for meter data


monthly information 


hourly vs. more frequent


fully validated vs. “raw”


historical data


settlement-ready end-use data


load profiles


locational information (e.g., grid take-out point)


distribution losses information





Meter registration information


entity or entities responsible for generating meter registration information


basis for meter registration information


meter configuration, type, and location


customer identifier�


Customer status information


entity or entities responsible for generating customer status information


basis for customer status information


change of tenancy, business, or account status


change of supplier


other customer status changes�


Forecasting and nominations information


entity or entities responsible for generating forecasts and nominations


basis for forecasting and nominations information�


Load-profile information* 


entity or entities responsible for generating load profile information


basis for load profile information


load data to determine load profiles


communication of assignments of customers to particular profiles


calculation and updates of profiles


approval of profiles by CPUC/other LRA


communication of load profiles to metering/billing agents





Distribution loss information


entity or entities responsible for generating distribution loss information


basis for distribution loss information


ex ante forecasts


ex post estimated “actuals”�


 Financial transactions information


entity or entities responsible for generating financial transactions information


basis for financial transactions information


remittances between market participants


consolidated end-use billing by UDCs or ESPs


payments to/from the ISO and/or PX


credit/collections information





 Market information


entity or entities responsible for generating market information


basis for market information


contract/tariff terms and conditions


pricing information


registration status information about SCs (ISO) or ESPs (CPUC)


other certification information (e.g., meter hardware, meter installation qualifications, etc.)


auditing/other checks and balances


regulatory/safety information





Information-sharing transactions between market participants


CONNEXT PROPOSES:	It is not possible at this time to anticipate all of the types of transactions that the market will create on this subject.  We therefore suggest that in spite of whatever specialized arrangements that private parties might agree to, the data from the Meter Data Management Agent server should also be available over the Internet, and based on widely available Internet data transfer protocols.





The goal of the retail settlement information flow process is to provide the highest quality data at the lowest per customer cost.  Many of the standards processes described in the document put forth an operational environment which presumes these results.  The standards process should focus on the desired results and let the participants decide upon the operational environment which can most economically deliver to those standards.  Standards for accuracy, timeliness, availability, reliability, and formatting of data with penalties assessed for noncompliance should be sufficient to provide for a successful energy market. 





scope and intent


data transfer protocols





Data security requirements�CONNEXT PROPOSES:  Similarly to the case of “I”, we suggest that where Internet access to data is provided, security should conform to LDAP, lightweight directory access protocol, or its successor.


  INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS OF THE ISO





Definition of ISO information needs (incl. standards on data validation and amount of estimated data allowed)


for settlement purposes


for calculating imbalances


for computing charges


for operational purposes





  INFORMATION NEEDS OF SCHEDULING COORDINATORS





Information needs of all Scheduling Coordinators (and/or their agents)


 for settling with the ISO


 for load balancing (forecasting/scheduling, etc.)


 for dealing with other market participants (ESPs/aggregators, UDCs, etc.)





Information needs particular to the PX


 for generation bidding


 for load bidding


 for PX settlement process





 INFORMATION NEEDS OF non-UDC ESPs/AGGREGATORS (and/or their agents)





Information needs for billing and serving customers





Information needs for dealing with scheduling coordinators (may include forecasting and other activities that either SCs or ESPs could take responsibility for)





INFORMATION NEEDS OF UDCs 





Information needs for UDCs as ESPs/aggregators 


for billing full-service customers (may be the same as V.A above)


for dealing with the PX (may be the same as V.B above)





Information needs for 
