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�INTRODUCTION

On August 18, 1997, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) and Southern California Edison Company (Edison), on behalf of the UDC/ESP Data Communications subcommittee of the Retail Settlement and Information Flow Workshop (RSIF), filed the UDC-ESP Communications Supplement to the July 25, 1997 Workshop Report on Retail Settlement and Information Flow (the Supplement).  In large part because time was very short for discussion and creation of that document, Edison’s proposals concerning data communications were not fully reflected in that document and Edison is taking the opportunity in these Comments to present its recommended Direct Access system interface specifications.

The Supplement focuses too much on policy and not enough on technical specifications.  The policy issues surrounding UDC-ESP interactions should be addressed in the workshop process involving tariffs and service agreements.  The Data Communications subcommittee should focus on the technical specifications involving data exchanges and rely on the tariffs workshop process for policy guidance as necessary.  

Immediate adoption and implementation of data exchange protocols is necessary to enable market participants to build systems that interface properly.  Edison is concerned that the ongoing discussions of the Data Communications subcommittee have not produced agreement on sufficiently detailed technical specifications.  Edison will continue to participate in the subcommittee's deliberations, but intends to move forward with its assumptions for building systems for data exchange and will publish a separate Implementation Guide that specifies its system interface requirements.

Attachment A to these Comments is a draft of Edison’s proposed technical specifications for interfaces, including additional data records, fields and architecture improvements, which we believe are required for optimal interaction with ESPs.  These draft technical specifications will become a part of Edison’s overall Implementation Guide.  In addition, the following are a few specific comments on the transaction formats attached as Appendix C to the subcommittee’s Supplement.

�SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Communications Records Format

The format of the communication records presented by the Supplement is confusing.  Using  a spreadsheet as the presentation vehicle makes it difficult for review by non-technical people.  The document does not provide detail as to the size of data element fields or as to which fields are required versus optional.  The presence/absence of sample data implies a “required/optional” field assumption, without actually specifying that detail.  Relying on an attachment (PG&E Protocol Document) as reference for the field characteristics also requires the making of undefined assumptions.  What is required is a definition of the field characteristics, the arrangement of the fields into records, and proposed protocols for delivery of the records.  Edison can work with multiple delivery protocols, but the market participants need a more  rigorous definition of all the communications requirements between the UDC and ESP’s.

Edison believes there are three formats for UDC-ESP communications required:  1) comma-delimited, 2) EDI, and 3) fixed-field format.  Only the first two are described in the Supplement and Edison will be supporting those.  In addition, Edison is planning to support a requirement for fixed field data records, which is a generally accepted industry standard.

Further, the entire messaging architecture is in need of further definition.  We see no way of determining the in-bound/out-bound messaging without inference.  For example, if a Customer Billing Data Record 1 is sent to a party, and that party rejects it, it appears that the proper vehicle for the rejection is a DASR record type #4-Reject Request.  But the vehicle is not defined or intuitive.  This is only one example of a pervasive problem resulting from the lack of a systematic architecture.  Edison proposes standard rejection sub-types within each record type, as well as consistency among record types.  Specific improvements will be identified in Edison’s proposed technical specification documents (Attachment A).

Finally, for each communication of financial data there should be a requirement of a header record with some sort of hash totals for the entire set of records to assist in financial auditing.  This will enable the receiving party to ensure the receipt of the entire set of records intended to be sent by the sending party.  Additionally, the receiving party can ensure that the content of the record set, commonly referred to as a batch, balances, by confirming the detail records sum to the batch total in the header record.  In the consolidated billing environment, this batch header can also be used to indicate the net effect of this transmission on accounts receivable/payable.

Direct Access Service Requests Formats

Edison proposes that the data elements specified in the Credit Data Reports format (set out in Appendix C to the Supplement) be combined with the DASR format.  It was never the intent of Edison, when proposing the additional five fields, to make them a separate record.  The five fields (SSN/EIN, DL#, 2nd name, 2nd SSN, 2nd DL#) should be included in the DASR as optional fields and not in a separate record.  These fields will enable Edison to maintain customer identification profiles for credit establishment purposes.

We would also like to see the following fields added to the DASR:

	ESP Registration Number

	ESP Renewable Certificate ID

	Metering Service Option (Load Profile/Hourly Meter)

	Customer Acknowledgment of CTC Obtained

	IVA Required

	IVA Obtained

	Confidential Information Release Obtained

	Meter Provider ID

	MDMA ID

Edison participated in an EDI mapping workshop on August 27, 1997, with ESPs and SDG&E to formalize data field translations for the DASR record.  Our proposed additions to the DASR record were generally accepted by the other participants as optional fields.

Metering Agent Service Request

In the subcommittee Edison proposed the use of a Metering Agent Service Request (MASR) to provide a quick, succinct method of communicating service orders, problems (actual and potential), and responses between the meter reading agent, meter owner, meter maintainer, ESP and UDC.  However, due to time constraints that concept was not fully explored by the RSIF subcommittee.  The proposed MASR format is included in our Attachment A.

Load Profile Data

We also see a need to communicate our load profile information to all interested parties and proposed a format for the daily communication of the load profiles.  This proposed load profile communication format is included in Attachment A.

Market Participant Identifiers

Finally, we propose the utilization of a character-unique ESP identification, which would allow easy identification of record submission and ownership.  This would require a third party to administer the assignment of IDs.  While the DUNS number has been the preferred approach for ESP identification, we believe there is value in alphabetic character identification, especially in identifying other market participants, such as metering agent, MDMA, and other potential sub-contractors.

�CONCLUSION

Edison is planning to publish its ESP Implementation Guide during September 1997.  The attached draft technical specifications for ESP interfaces (Attachment A) will be a part of that Guide, which we propose for use in developing ESP communications interfaces.  To the extent that other parties find our proposal acceptable, we encourage other market participants to accept those aspects that will facilitate the development of systems interfaces.  Our proposal provides the detailed technical specifications necessary for a smooth interaction between UDCs and ESPs.  We welcome further discussion of these protocols, but emphasize that adoption of standards must occur very quickly to best facilitate the implementation of direct access on January 1, 1998.

Respectfully submitted,
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