RSIF – Universal Identifiers





Friday’s meeting produced a preliminary list of the business requirements that a system of universal identifiers should satisfy and laid out several desirable characteristics of any universal identifier system (note: I have rearranged these slightly, and I hope non-controversially, from the meeting papers).  These items and the draft outline of the October 10th report are attached below.  





Discussion at the meeting focused on two separate potential applications of identifier systems, a “node” identifier that would attach uniquely to each physical take-out point on the UDC system (i.e. each meter socket or unmetered end-use take-out point), and a metering equipment identifier that would attach uniquely to each meter, regardless of the physical location at it which it was installed.  There appeared to be consensus agreement on the need for the node identifier, however, several parties felt that the meter identifier proposal went beyond the minimum necessary to support the market.





Conrad Eustis of First Point and Tom Lofgren of CellNet, agreed, respectively, to draft straw man proposals for the node and meter identifiers, for purposes of spurring discussion at our next meeting, which will be held Friday, 9/19, 9-12 AM, at PG&E offices in San Francisco (exact room location TBA).
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Business Requirements for Universal Identifiers


Need to conduct energy and meter reconciliation


Communicate DA enrollments, account changes, and energy usage information for billing purposes


Communicate metering equipment changes





Desirable Characteristics of Any Universal Identifier System


Standard format (number of digits, check digit, etc.)


Permanent, unique, and non-intelligent


Supports automated mapping to existing UDC systems


Compatible with existing national standards (e.g. ANSI c.10 for metering equipment)





Draft Report Outline


Intro/Executive Summary


What is a Universal Identifier?


Business Requi
