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Future Standards Working Group (FSWG)


FSWG is a voluntary group formed from PSWG participants. All current PSWG participants should be part of the group. Tasks include:

1. 
Identify and assess new meter and data communications standards

2. 
Communicate the benefits and/or impacts of the adoption of any new meter and data communications standards to the market participants

3. 
Identify and assess meter and data communications standards not covered during the working period of PSWG’s existence

4. 
Identify new or changed technical requirements, which would impact the meter and data communications standards recommended by the PWSG

5. 
Prepare recommendations to appropriate standards bodies for enhancement of existing standards or development of new standards

6. 
Identify and track common problems arising in metering and meter communications which deal with standards, standard interfaces and application of standards or common business practices recommended by the PSWG

Future Standards Working Group (FSWG)


Proposed FSWG Process to manage issues raised and to develop common solutions

1. 
Identify Direct Access meter and data communications standards and/or common business practice problems or issues

2. 
Assess the priority of the problem identified

3. 
Analyze the problem(s) identified and the potential impact (s) on Direct Access functions and entities

4. 
Identify potential solutions from the market participants and technical experts on their staffs

5. 
Review and discuss the proposed solutions within the FSCWG as a whole.  Develop consensus prior to proceeding further with the resolution of the problem or issue

6. 
If the FSCWG agrees that a solution must be effected, a solution is chosen by the FSCWG from the alternatives proposed and a project is established to resolve the problem identified

7. 
Establish liaisons between the FSCWG and appropriate standards bodies and industry groups including ANSI C12, ANSI X12, IEC and others

8. 
Establish a CPUC / ORA web page to identify and document issues, problems, solutions and new technical requirements that are identified by the FSCWG as part of its problem resolution process. The Web Server and e-mail will be the principal means of conducting FSWG business between quarterly meetings.

Future Standards Working Group (FSWG)


Proposed FSWG Meeting schedule to address issues raised and to develop common solutions

1. 
The FSWG will initially meet six months after the PSWG Report has been filed

2. 
In the interim period after the formal proceedings of the PSWG have been concluded and it’s report has been filed with the commission, it is recommended that the FSWG handle it’s work electronically, i.e., utilize e-mail and the CPUC/ORA Web site server to conduct it’s business

3. 
The FSWG will meet every quarter thereafter (or more/less frequently as necessary to resolve issues) for a period of one year

4. 
At the end of one year the group would address whether problems relative to the meter and data communications systems employed in the Direct Access market place have stabilized and the group is no longer needed or whether if should continue for an additional six months to a year

5. 
At the end of the FSWG 1-2 year period of existence it is that the CPUC or CEC host at their discretion a workshop once a year to deal with remaining issues
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