Proposal for meter communications Committee PROCEDURES


I.	Proposed Approach to be used in the selection of standards


Survey Open standards applicable to implementing Direct Access in a manner that is consistent with the mission of the PSWG and the Meter Communications Committee.





Organize the standards consistent with the scope of the PSWG and categorized in a manner that is useful to the Commission’s further deliberations on Direct Access.





Identify and evaluate alternative standards that meet interface requirements specified as part of the Meter Communications Committee’s work. 





Develop a set of criteria to evaluate the standards, by vote of Working Committee voting members and approved by the architecture committee.





Assess the evaluated standard’s impact on customer choice, data accuracy, performance, safety, and reliability.





Prepare and recommend to the Commission the selected standards.





Define a process to (a) evaluate upgrades to existing standards, (b) recommend new standards to meet the future needs of Direct Access for California utility customers. 


Organizational Ground Rules:


The Meter Communications Committee must be open


The Meter Communications Committee must be structured and operated as an open, public forum where all voices can be heard on a fair and equal basis (per organization represented), and all decisions should be made in a democratic process.


The Meter Communications Committee must use a democratic process


All meetings must be conducted using open and democratic processes and procedures such as Parliamentary Procedure.


Primary Purpose of the Meter Communications Committee


The primary purpose of the Meter Communications Committee is to make choices of standards for Communications Infrastructures and related areas to support the California Deregulation and Direct Access. 


Establishment of PSWG and Meter Communications Committee Goals


PSWG goals, deliverables and milestones must be established for the PSWG as a whole as soon as possible and goals, deliverables and milestones for the Meter Communications Committee must be established consistent with the scope of the PSWG. The purpose of the Committees is to evaluate potential permanent standards for PSWG recommendation to the commission, so the work will be technical in nature.


Publishing of Meter Communications Committee results


The Meter Communications Committee’s purpose, scope, responsibilities, deliverables, schedule must be defined and published by the CPUC.  





Meter Communications Committee recommendations


The Meter Communications Committee shall recommend the use of the selected Open Architecture meter and data communications standards to the CPUC for adoption and use in California. The Meter Communications Committee shall recommend the best standards to provide maximum performance of the Communications Infrastructure on a non-discriminatory basis to all suppliers and users.


The scope of the Meter Communications Committee


The Scope of the Meter Communications Committee is to provide a forum and process direct access participants to discuss, analyze and recommend standards most for each applicable interface of direct access as defined in relevant CPUC decisions, the M&DCS, RSIF and other Direct Access Workshops.


Administrative and logistical Rules:


Scheduling:


Meetings must be scheduled at least 10 business days in advance of the proposed meeting.  


Agenda:


A final agenda must be posted for each meeting at least 3 business days in advance of the scheduled meeting.  No changes may be made thereafter until the Meter Communications Committee Chair formally reviews the Agenda in the Committee meeting. 


Minutes:


Minutes of each prior meeting should be available to Committee Members five business days following the meeting.  Meeting Minutes shall be posted on a Web-Site server for public access a soon as possible after being made available to the committee membership. 


Proposals:  


All proposals for consideration by the Meter Communications Committee must be submitted in writing.  Proposals must be explicit.  Supporting materials may be attached, but must be clearly distinguished. 
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