PSWG Plenary Meeting

April 1, 1998

&

May 13 short meeting



Approved:

The agenda for the 4/30 meeting.

The meeting Notes for the 4/1 meeting



Voting Items-The group voted (no discussion on items that had been agreed upon in the subgroups

Agreement: Once an item has been voted in the Plenary it can be revived through a proposal to the plenary or if the subgroup elects to refine and negotiate further.

Resolution: With the correction of a few minor typing errors, voting items #1, #2, #3 and #4 were voted through successfully(items #5, #6 and #7 were withdrawn for further work in the MDM subgroup.) ABB submitted an alternative opinion to be included with vote item #2. Bill Buckley has since corrected his assessment  that item #2 was not approved by 2/3 of the plenary membership. This must be resolved in the next meeting since there are two voting rules which are apparently in conflict with each other.(See voting rules #3 and #15 regarding counting abstentions) 



Definitions:

Agreement: Send input to Anthony by the end of the week of 5/9. He’ll post COB 5/18. Subgroups should discuss in 5/12-5/13 meetings.



Subgroup Reports

Meter Install

Lauren Pananen reported on the Meter Installation and Maintenance Subgroup

on behalf of Michelle Wynne. There were approximately 35 participants at

each meeting.  Meter maintenance, calibration and testing standards were recommended andwill be passed onto the plenary for balloting on May 28th. The group is still working on certification of technicians and worker classes as well as meter install protocols.



Meter Hardware

Jamie Patterson reported on the Physical Meter Subgroup. There were approximately 25 participants at each meeting. He reported that all applicable ANSI standards had been reviewed by the group.  Issues of discussion include the classification of meters. (Remanufactured versus repaired versus rebuilt versus retrofitted) The group is using the "Joint Parties letter to Bob Lane in November 1997" letter to include with recommendations for C12.1 and C12.20. C12.1 and C12.20 should be ready for voting in the next plenary.

Locking rings, seals, and security hardware were discussed. Currently, not all of the three UDCs agree on labeling a meter if it is used by a lifeline customer.



Meter Communications:

Kirsten Stacey reported on the Meter Communications Subgroup. There were approximately 35 participants at each meeting. The group is currently working on C12.19 and will not have anything ready for the next plenary but the plenary thereafter.



Security

Ed Quiroz made a presentation on a security analysis that’s been done for the ISO. He recommends that each subgroup define threats and solutions. 



Agreement: The following items need to be addressed by each subgroup.

Meter Install: Locking rings (how applied) passwords logical security data authentication, read write privileges.

Meter Hardware: Locking rings and seals (What should be applied)

Meter Communication: encryption-necessary? How? password suthentication local vs. remote issues.

Meter Data Management: Server output, data files, database security, key management.



Entities who vote no-

At the last Plenary, Anthony Mazy proposed to revive the rule that all entities who vote no be required to explain their reasons, in the interest of creating a positive negotiating environment. 

Agreement: After a no vote, the facilitator will invite entities to explain reasons and note them accordingly if the vote is close.



Joint Parties’ Petition to Modify Decision 012-97-048

Dave Geier explained that this Petition by the Electric Service Coalition recommends that the CPUC: 

Keep the entity based certification process and PSWG recommend worker qualification requirements. 

Allow MDMAs to have MSPs do non routine meter reads in case of meter failure, etc.

Omit the language that UDCs be required to ensure compliance of MDMAs and MSPs.

Include enforcement provisions in tariffs for MDMAs and MSPs.



Dave Geier solicited support although it is too late to participate-the Petition will be filed shortly.







Definitions



Interoperability-characteristic of two or more technical systems or apparatus especially of various manufacturers whereby they connect, communicate or otherwise function together.

Discussion: 

enable participation (industry, cost effective for consumers

independent development

efforts result in systems working together



Agreement: send definitions to Anthony Mazy. Work on a discussion section of interoperability for the report.



Open Architecture:-a system of design specifications for accomplishing open system interoperability. In tyhe context of data systems, open architecture addresses the services, data formats, signals and physical interfaces required.





Report Writing:

San Diego Gas & Electric reported that it would probably be $50-60/hour for a technical writer with some project management experience. They have three names/ two with personal references.



George Cluff made a pitch to provide facilitator and editorial assistance to the PSWG.  Questions included cost and timing.  George agreed to provide a proposal to a specially convened meeting of the PSWG plenary on May 13th

in Irwindale. 



Augie Nevolo provided an estimate of 200 hours for a technical writer to compile and prepare the report. 



It was emphasized by several parties that time is running out and a decision has to be made soon. An editorial committee was created to select an editor.



Plenary Meeting 5/13

George Cluff recommended Dr. Stephen Weil who has a PhD in engineering, is a former commissioner from Nevada and could probaby do everything, (facilitate, write up agreements etc) for less than $30,000. This would be a joint venture with UC Berkeley providing funding support. Payments would be made in tax deductible grants. George will provide final details on Friday May 15.



Agreement

Steering Committee will evaluate the proposal and decide whether or not to move ahead with this.

�Vote Item #1



Centralized Database of DA Compliant Meters:



Issue: A manufacturer may have proved to one market player that the meter complies with the applicable DA standards and requirements, but there needs to be a mechanism for informing other market participants that the meter complies without the manufacturer having to handle multiple queries.



Recommendation: Have the manufacturer self-certify compliance to the CPUC who will then post all compliant DA meters on a public web site. This list would not include proprietary information.



Vote Item #2



Back-up Meter Read requirements:



There are two reasons for requiring a meter display. 1) For consumer protection. The consumer can verify that the meter read matches the bill and 2) for on-site interrogation when another communications system fails. The PSWG agreed that the dials on a electromechanical meter are sufficient for these needs. An electronic meter shall display the total kwh energy consumption as minimum. Additionally a meter must have a physical interface to enable on-site interrogation of all stored meter data.

�

Vote Item #3



Table 1:  Standards Recommended as Requirements for Meter Equipment Used in Direct Access

Standards�Applicable for DA?�Required in CPUC’s D97-12-048 �Proposed Requirements�Recommended effective date�Comments��ANSI C12.7-1993, Watt-hour Meter Socket�Yes�Yes�Conditional “yes” as noted in Comments column�Now�Applies only to socket meters ��ANSI C12.8-1981 (R1997), Test Blocks and Cabinets for Installation of Self-Contained A-Based Meters�Yes�Yes�Yes�Now� ��ANSI C12.9-1993, Test Switches for Transformer-rated Meters�Yes�Yes�Yes�Now� ��ANSI C12.10-1987, (R1998) Electromechanical Watt-hour Meters�Yes�Yes�Conditional “yes” as noted in Comments column�Now�Applies only to Watt-hr meters & electronic registers��ANSI C12.11-1987 (R1993), Instrument Transformers for Revenue Metering, 10 kV-350 kV BIL (0.6-69 kV NSV)�Yes�Yes�Yes�Now���ANSI C12.13-1991, Electronic TOU Registers for Electricity Meters�Yes�Yes�Yes�Now���ANSI C12.18-1996, Protocol Specification for ANSI Type 2 Optical Port�Yes�No�Conditional “yes” as noted in Comments column�March 20, 1999�Applies only to ANSI Type 2 Optical Port��ANSI C37.90.1-1989 (R1994), Surge Withstand Capability (SWC) Test �Yes�Yes�Yes�Now�Adds to ANSI C12.1��ANSI 57.13 (ALL)-1978 (1987), Instrument Transformers (70 kV - 230 kV NSV)�Yes�No�Yes�Now�Includes 13.1,(R1992) 13.2,1991 13.3 (R1991) etc.��Applicable FCC Regulations�Yes�Yes�Yes�Now���



�

Vote Item #4



Table 2:  Standards Not Recommended as Requirements for Meter Equipment Used in Direct Access

Standards�Applicable for DA?�Required in CPUC’s D97-12-048 �Proposed Requirements�Recommended effective date�Comments��ANSI C12.4-1984 (R1996), Mechanical Demand Registers�No�No�No�None�Voluntary, not required to be mandatory��ANSI C12.5-1978 (R1996), Thermal Demand Meters�No�No�No�None�Voluntary, not required to be mandatory��ANSI C12.6-1987 (R1996), Marking & Arrangement of Terminals for Phase Shifting Devices used in Metering�Yes�Yes�No�None�Voluntary, not required to be mandatory��ANSI C12.14-1982 (R1993), Magnetic Tape Pulse Recorders for Electricity Meters�No�No�No�None�Voluntary, not required to be mandatory��ANSI C12.15-1990, Solid State Demand Registers for Electromechanical Watt-hour Meters�No�No�No�None�Discontinued, replaced by C12.1 and C12.10��ANSI C12.16-1991, Solid State Electricity Meters�No�No�No�None�Discontinued, replaced by C12.1 and C12.20��ANSI C12.17-1991, Cartridge-Type Solid State Pulse Recorder for Electricity Metering�No�No�No�None�Voluntary, not required to be mandatory��MTR1-96 Specification for ISO Applications (not required for all meters used in DA)�Yes�Yes�No�None�Voluntary, not required to be mandatory��
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