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During the April 14, 1998 Permanent Standards Working Group (PSWG) meeting, a presentation was provided by Jim Price (ORA) on the transition to a EDI format for the exchange of meter usage information.  This proposal would replace the interim California Metering Exchange Protocol (CMEP) currently being used by market participants.





Since the meeting representatives from each Utility Distribution Company (UDC) have met and reviewed the proposal.  Each of the UDCs support a transition to this format with a potential of implementation in 1999 providing priority be given to maintain and stabilize the existing process.  The following areas have been identified as areas which need to be addressed:





CMEP Format Stabilization -	At present, consideration to the business transactions should be given to the existing format to ensure data is recognized and processed appropriately by all market participants.  The existing CMEP protocols have areas which are currently being addressed at the UDC and MUG level. 


Data Qualifiers / “flags” - EX:	Start Read Flag


Scenarios - Does the CMEP format meet the business requirements of the market


Field Definition - Do market participants fully understand the definition of each field and are applying this understanding to the usage information.


New VEE Rules with Format - Sub-committees are presently reviewing the appropriateness of the  IDR and Cumulative Validated, Estimated, and Edited (VEE) rules.  Consideration to these enhancements / changes needs to be addressed.





Operational Cost


Value Added Network (VAN) VS Internet - A business case should be developed for review by participants.  The business case should address operational cost associated to transmitting data over the VAN and the Internet for cost comparison.  


Small ESPs - Concern has been raised over the implication of impeding the market for the small business starting up in the market.  Costs associated to the transmission of data over the VAN currently exist.  


Data Transmission - During the 12/3 decision, performance measures were put in place regarding the transmission of data.   The transition to the EDI format needs to comply with this decision.  


Cost Recovery - Cost will be an issue in 376 filings.  These are not present now and would require revised numbers and filings for all.  The market participants who desire this must be prepared to pay either through support of 376 or by direct contribution.





Impact on Resources -  Resources dedicated to this effort may in some cases require a trade off of system functionality currently planned for implementation later in 1998 and 1999.  Implementing this proposal may result in a “trade off” of this functionality.  Market participants should have an opportunity to respond to the operational impacts of implementation of the proposal.





Testing over the Internet - Concern over transmitting large volumes of data over the Internet needs to be performed with test scenarios which equal market activity.  Specific results should be reviewed by market participants to ensure business requirements and performance requirements of the 12/3 decision are met.  Remaining consistent with other EDI applications would require data no longer be transmitted over the Internet.





Maintenance Cost - What are the on-going hardware and application maintenance cost associated to this effort.  This area should also address the 12/3 decision and applicable areas such as disaster recovery and outage activity.








Suggested  Proposal:





CMEP to EDI transition team be established 9/1/98 to begin formally documenting the required business transactions, establish common field definitions, and identify CMEP to EDI field translations.





The transition team would develop a formal transition report be published for all market participants by 6/1/99 for the purpose of:





Reviewing and commenting on the aforementioned areas of concern


Demonstrating how to transition from CMEP to EDI


Initially establish an EDI protocol


Defining links to the UIG for updates/changes


Establishing change control procedures


Identifying support resources.





