Direct Access “Rule 22 Tariff Review Group”


August 4, 1998





Location To Be Announced





10 a.m. - 2 p.m. (approximately)





PROPOSED AGENDA





Objectives of This Meeting





Review progress by subcommittees since July 7th meeting.  Decide upon next steps.


New Items:  Prioritize, discuss, and resolve individual tariff concerns





AGENDA





10:00 - 10:15	Welcome, Introductions





10:15-12:00	Updates from various “subgroups”:





Customer Data Transactions Subcommittee (Green Mountain representative)�(see their website at http://162.15.5.2:80/wk-group/dai/cdt/�


Operational Manual Subgroup (Aaron Thomas, NEV)�


Review the status of recent work on EDI for several purposes��a.  Jim Price:





DASRs and account maintenance,


Meter usage data,


Meter-specific information flows (non-usage meter data).





(These items will also be discussed, in more detail, in the 8/6 CDT meeting.  The presentation for Rule 22 will be an informational overview).  





b.  EDI for billing  (Suggested by Jim Price; presented by  ?????)








	


12:00 - 12:15	BREAK


�



12:15 - 2:00	Discussion of Agenda Items





Outstanding items from July 7th meeting��a.  CellNet Item and Green Mountain Items��CellNet:  Please have the UDCs describe the process that occurs when a Change of Party customer calls in to initiate service.  Are they automatically placed on bundled UDC service or are they allowed to sign up directly with an ESP?  If they are allowed to sign up directly, what is the procedure? (i.e., how is the DASR created and processed?)��Green Mountain:  UDCs are requested to provide an updated status report regarding the feasibility of allowing new customers, when they initiate service, to call the UDC directly and have the UDC arrange to have the ESP of the customer’s choice provide direct access service on the start date (as paraphrased by Steve Roscow)�


b.  Edison Item:  DA start-date when closing read is unavailable and new meter is installed





The group agreed that when a closing read is unavailable when a new meter is installed, that DA would start on the meter install date and the read would be prorated from the pickup read.  Edison had the action to draft tariff language to accomplish this.





Edison’s proposed draft changes to Rule 9 and Rule 22 are attached to this agenda.





New Items





a.  Discussion of Missing Settlement Data (Chris King, CellNet)





The ESP is responsible to report, via their SC to the ISO, actual or estimated data for 100 percent of the ESP's customers. There has been some discussion of whether the MDMAs should be doing this work or the ESPs, with various market participants possibly disagreeing. Logically, the MDMAs should be doing the estimates, since they are responsible for performing estimation and are supposed to provide data for 99.99 percent of accounts within five days (estimated or actual). I would like to know the sense of the group.











b.  Update on Universal Service Delivery Point Identifier  (Lorenzo Kristov, CEC/Chris King)





�
c.  Unmeasured/Unmetered Electric Usage (Roland Risser, PG&E)





Before Direct Access





Typical examples of unmeasured or unmetered electric usage are public street and highway lighting, cable company amplifiers, telephone booths.


For the above examples, monthly usage is estimated and billed on the applicable rate.


Utility meters are also examples of unmeasured or unmetered electric usage.


Unmeasured utility meter usage is roughly equal to .01% of total kwh sales.





After Direct Access�Changes in Metering





In many locations, cell phones are being used to retrieve meter information from interval data meters.  Cell phones are often powered from the line side of the meter, hence they draw unmetered usage.





Customers want specific electric usage information before they switch to Direct Access.  To obtain this information, there are proposals by third parties to install on existing utility meters:  


   *   Radio frequency devices 


   *   Dual socket meter adapters





The above proposed devices increase the unmeasured/unmetered usage of the meters.





In the future, there may be other devices that will be installed to provide specific electric usage information; the devices may receive unmeasured/unmetered energy. 





Unmeasured/Unmetered Usage





Use of cell phones would increase unmeasured meter usage between 2 to 3.5 times


Use of radio frequency devices would increase unmeasured meter usage between 1.5 to 3 times 


Use of dual socket meter adapters would increase unmeasured meter usage 2 times


If each of our existing electric customers had one of the above unmetered devices, it would increase total unmeasured meter usage by roughly 2 times what it is today.





If estimated unmeasured meter usage grows to roughly .02% of total kwh sales, the cost on an annual basis @ $ 0.10 per kWh, would equal $2 million dollars.





Objective





Minimize UFE so there are minimal cross-subsidies between purchasers of energy.


Minimize full service customers subsidizing unmetered energy usage for Direct Access customers or those customers who want additional energy usage information.


Implement a process to identify the unmeasured energy usage without creating an administrative challenge.





Available Options





Allow these metering devices to fall into UFE





Create an unmetered usage rate for metering devices.  This would require:


- Estimating monthly usage of these devices, 


- determine the number and location of these devices on a monthly basis,


             charge the appropriate party for the energy usage.





Where Do We Go From Here
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�
RENDERING AND PAYMENT OF BILLS





A.	Rendering of Bills.





	1.	Metered Service.  Bills and Summary Bills for metered service will be based on meter registrations.  Meters will be read as required for the preparation of regular bills, opening bills, and closing bills.  It may not be possible always to read meters on the same day of the month or at intervals of equal numbers of days.  Level Pay Plan Bills are based on meter registrations but are determined as described in Section E of the tariff.   





	2.	Service Period.  Bills and Summary Bills for electric service will normally be rendered on a monthly basis; except that SCE may render bills more or less frequently at the option of SCE.  





	3.	Daily Rate Schedules.  Bills and Summary Bills for accounts on rate schedules with daily charges will be billed on a daily basis and will be computed on the number of days in the service period.  No pro rata computation is required.  





	4.	Monthly Rate Schedules.  Bills and Summary Bills for accounts on rate schedules with monthly charges will normally be billed for a monthly billing period.





		a.	Monthly Billing Period.  A monthly billing period will contain 27 to 33 days. 





	Bills and Summary Bills for accounts which are normally billed for a monthly billing period, including accounts based on measured monthly demand, will be calculated on a pro rata computation for other than a monthly billing period except as specified in Rule 22, Section E.13.  





	b.	Pro Rata Computation.  Where a pro rata computation is made, the billing will be computed in accordance with the applicable rate schedule, but the size of the energy blocks, and the amount of the monthly charges and credits specified therein, will be prorated on the basis of the ratio of the number of days in the billing period to the number of days in a monthly billing period.  For this purpose, an average monthly billing period of 30 days, may be used unless otherwise provided in the tariff schedules.  





	5.	Accumulative Amount Due.  SCE reserves the right to accumulate bills until the total amount due exceeds $2.00.  
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Direct Access


(Continued)
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E.	Direct Access Service Request (DASR)  (Continued)





	7.	Edison will provide an acknowledgment of its receipt of the DASR to the ESP within 2 working days of its receipt.  Edison will exercise best efforts to provide, within 3 working days thereafter (and no later than 5 working days), the ESP and the customer with a DASR status notification informing them as to whether the DASR has been accepted, rejected or deemed pending for further information.  As of July, 1998, Edison will provide this DASR status notification within 3 working days.  If accepted, the switch date determined in accordance with paragraphs 12 or 13 of this Section, will be sent to the ESP, the former ESP if applicable, and the customer.  If a DASR is rejected, Edison will provide the reasons for the rejection.  If a DASR is held pending further information, it shall be rejected if the DASR is not completed within 11 working days following the status notification.





	8.	In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3, Edison has the right to deny the ESP’s request for service if the information provided by the applicant is false, incomplete, or inaccurate in any material respect.





	9.	Edison will begin accepting DASRs no later than November 9, 1997.





	10.	�If a submitted DASR complies with the DASR requirements, the DASR will be accepted and scheduled for Direct Access implementation.





	11.	For a specific service account to qualify for priority queues in the processing of Direct Access requests if backlogs are experienced by Edison, the ESP must warrant to Edison that at least 50% of its electric power to that customer will come from a state-certified renewable energy resource supplier meeting the requirements of Public Utilities Code Section 365(b)(2).  In other cases, DASRs shall be handled on a first-come, first-served basis.  Each request shall be time-stamped by Edison.  Edison has no responsibility for verifying the customer’s or ESP’s compliance with Public Utilities Code Section 365(b)(2).





	12.	If more than one DASR is received for a service account within a single DASR processing period (16th of the month until the 15th of the following month), only the first valid DASR received will be processed in that period.  All subsequent DASRs will be rejected.





	13.	Accepted DASRs that do not require a meter change and that are received by Edison on or before the 15th of the month will be switched over no later than the next month’s scheduled meter reading date for that Service Account.  If the meter cannot be read on the scheduled meter reading date for any reason, the switch to Direct Access will still occur as of the original DASR switch date using an interpolated read.  The interpolated read will be determined by multiplying the average daily use during the most recent billing period (as computed by dividing the total metered use by the number of days in the billing period) times the number of days the customer received service through the original DASR switch date.  This calculation will be used to produce the interpolated read.  If the applicable rate schedule is a demand metered rate schedule, the demand read taken on the actual read date will be used.


(Continued)


�
�
�
�

































