Original Petition Request





SPURR/REMAC filed a Petition to Modify D.97�05�039, the Direct Access Implementation (DA) decision, dated May 4, 1998, requesting the Commission to allow Energy Service Providers (ESPs) or Meter Service Providers (MSPs) to offer meter services without providing commodity services.  Implicit in SPURR/REMAC’s Petition request is the ability to offer third party meter services to customers receiving bundled UDC services, or default UDC services as referred to in the DA rules adopted in D.97�10�087, Appendix A.





SPURR/REMAC lists three reasons for their Petition request:





Customers need hourly load information prior to electing Direct Access to make an informed decision on their electric buying options.





There is a greater value to ESPs and customers in offering energy information services than there is in offering energy commodity services.





ESPs can offer energy management services, such as contracts for differences, and products to help customers lower their energy costs.











Revised Petition Request  (“Joint Proposal”)





	The parties identified in this Petition request have agreed upon and are sponsoring herein a Joint Proposal that will achieve the objectives sought by SPURR/REMAC in its original Petition request with minimal changes and costs to each UDC’s existing infrastructure that serves both DA and non-DA customers.  SPURR/REMAC respectfully requests that the Joint Proposal offered herein supersede SPURR/REMAC’s original Petition request.  The Joint Proposal includes specific changes to tariffs that would implement the Proposal. We jointly ask the Commission to approve these proposed tariff changes.


	The  Joint Proposal requests Commission approval for the following changes to existing non-DA tariff rules:





The UDC’s shall each offer one or more of the following options for bundled UDC customers to access their hourly usage data:





OPTION 1:	Allow bundled UDC service customers to replace an existing meter with a meter of their choice, and at the customer’s own expense, provided the new meter is compatible with the UDC’s current meter reading systems.  The ownership of the new meter would be the responsibility of either the customer or the UDC.  The UDC will continue to perform other traditional meter services, including installations, maintenance, and meter reading essential for customer billing.  This provision is similar to existing DA rules, stated in D.97�10�087, Appendix A, Section H.(1)(d), which allows a DA customer to own its meter upon returning to bundled UDC services, provided the meter is compatible with current UDC meter reading systems.





OPTION 2:	The UDC would offer meter attachment options that would either modify existing UDC meters to accommodate retrofit devices, such as radio frequency modules and telephone based modules� or pulse initiators, or replace existing meters with comparable meters that have retrofit devices already attached to the meter.  The customer or their agent would own the retrofit devices and the customer would be responsible for the maintenance and costs associated with the retrofit devices, including any additional costs incurred by the UDC in the use of a retrofitted meter.  The UDC would continue to own the meter.  These options would provide customers with additional alternatives to allow them to obtain hourly usage information.





OPTION 3:	The UDC may offer to attach and own a “dual socket” adapter to an existing UDC meter, which would allow the customer to install a second meter of their choice to access hourly load data. 





Allow the UDC to provide and charge for meter services to accommodate new hourly meters, new retrofitted meters, or retrofitted devices on existing UDC meters.  This provision is consistent with DA rules in D.97�10�087, Ordering Paragraph 7, to allow UDCs to charge for discretionary metering services, and it would ensure that non-DA customers pay the same as DA customers currently do in obtaining meter services from the utility when applicable.





The above provisions would not preclude a customer from requesting, or the UDC providing, any other options that are currently provided under CPUC tariffs.





Utilities will be ready to implement the Joint Proposal upon Commission approval.





	Since the SPURR/REMAC Original Petition addressed opportunities for non-DA customers, the Joint Proposal makes no changes to existing DA tariff rules.  The Joint Proposal establishes options that would be applicable only to bundled UDC service customers and permit bundled service customers to obtain hourly data from either third parties or the UDC through any combination of options offered by the UDC.  Each UDC would make available to customers, and their authorized agents, upon request, a list of acceptable meters and/or retrofit devices for its service territory.  The UDCs will continue to provide all other traditional meter services, including meter reading services necessary to continue to bill the customer for bundled UDC services. The customer, or an authorized agent of the customer, would be allowed to extract additional meter read data that may be more than is required for UDC billing purposes. The customer, or the customer’s authorized agent, is under no obligation to provide the additional meter read data to the UDC.


	The Joint Proposal further requests Commission authority to allow the UDC to charge customers for meter services not already provided for in the customer’s otherwise applicable tariff schedule(s) for existing UDC transmission and distribution services.  The additional UDC meter service charges would reflect recovery for the UDC’s time and material spent to accommodate customer requests to have access to hourly load data, including any costs incurred by the UDC to accommodate customer-owned meters or retrofit devices.  The proposed charges would be in addition to the charges under the customer’s otherwise applicable tariff schedule(s).


	





Benefits of the Joint Proposal





The Joint Proposal Provides Bundled Service Customers with Access to Hourly Load Data





	The Joint Proposal makes available to bundled UDC service customers hourly load data without having to elect Direct Access or Virtual Direct Access.  Bundled UDC service customers would be able to install, at their own expense, hourly meters, retrofit existing meters, or install retrofitted comparable meters to obtain hourly load data.  With this data, a customer will have better information to make an informed choice about electing Direct Access or staying with bundled UDC services.


	Each UDC may offer the customer one or more of the following options to achieve access to hourly load data.  First, the customer may presently request installation of a UDC-owned hourly meter.  Second, the customer may purchase and own an hourly meter that is compatible with current UDC meter reading systems.  Under these approaches, either (1) the UDC may collect hourly load data and make this data available to the customer, or the customer’s authorized agent, and charge MDMA tariff fees; or (2) the customer, or their agent, will collect the hourly load data.  Third, the customer, or the customer’s authorized agent, may install a retrofit device to the existing UDC- -owned meter or to another meter matching the existing meter which would then be substituted for the customer’s meter by the UDC to extract hourly load data through the retrofit device.  Fourth, the customer, or the customer’s authorized agent, may request the UDC to install a retrofitted comparable meter to extract hourly load data through the retrofit device.  Under the last two options, the meter itself may or may not be capable of hourly meter reads.  And, under all options, the UDC must be able to use their existing systems to extract the usage data necessary to bill the customer under the customer’s applicable rate schedule(s). 








The Joint Proposal Preserves Existing UDC Services





The Joint Proposal continues the UDCs’ current role as the primary provider of meter services to bundled UDC service customers.  For all the options described in this petition, the UDC will continue to provide all traditional meter services, including installation, testing, maintenance, and those meter reading services essential for UDC billing purposes.








The Joint Proposal Preserves the Customer’s Billing for PX Charges





	The Joint Proposal does not modify the calculation of PX charges for bundled UDC service customers.  This calculation applies hourly PX prices to a CPUC-authorized load profile, which reflects a class average electric use profile for a day by hour.  To the extent that the UDC collects hourly load data, the UDC will only extract that data necessary to bill PX charges for customers on a load profile basis.  As a result, any bundled UDC service  customer electing service under the Joint Proposal would continue to have their PX charges billed using load profiles and not actual hourly use data.








The Joint Proposal Provides for an Easy Transition to Direct Access Participation





	The Joint Proposal allows a customer to select and install a DA-ready meter or a DA-ready retrofitted meter.  In the event the customer later decides to participate in Direct Access, a meter changeout will not be necessary since the existing meter will already comply with DA meter standards.  And, through this means, the Commission can ensure that it has adopted changes that the UDCs can readily implement with the smallest amount of change to existing systems and business processes.











The Joint Proposal allows a Bundled Service Customer to obtain additional energy information services





	While the business relationship for bundled energy services under the Joint Proposal remains between the customer and the UDC, the Joint Proposal provides the customer with a wide variety of options for obtaining load data for analysis through the options identified above. A third party or the UDC  can then perform an energy analysis to help customers better manage their energy usage. Any contractual agreement for load data analysis is between the customer and the  party providing the service.








The Joint Proposal maximizes the value of energy information and management services





	The Joint Proposal maximizes the value of energy information and management services to bundled UDC service customers.  Once sufficient load data information has been gathered by the customer, the customer can then decide if the switch to Direct Access is still attractive.  If the customer switches to Direct Access, the customer would be free to engage in any sort of service or billing arrangement, including contracts for differences with an ESP.








The Joint Proposal Expands Customer Choice at Minimal Cost to Market Participants 





	The Joint Proposal expands the options available for customers with minimal disruptions or costs to existing systems or processes that serve DA and non-DA customers.  Some of meter service options provided under the Joint Proposal are simply an extension of such options already available to Direct Access and Virtual Direct Access customers.








The Joint Proposal Can Be Quickly Implemented Upon Commission Approval





	The Joint Proposal requests implementation upon Commission approval.  The parties to the Joint Proposal urge the Commission to adopt this petition quickly.








Illustrative UDC Price, Terms, and Conditions





	This filing includes Attachments A and B that provide illustrative rate schedules for SDG&E and SCE, respectively, in implementing the Joint Proposal filed herein. These attachments are applicable only to SDG&E and SCE would not be applicable to other UDCs.  Attachment C reflects PG&E’s proposed implementation of the Joint Proposal.  PG&E reserves the right to file tariffs with similar service offerings as filed by SDG&E and SCE when PG&E’s system requirements can accommodate such service offerings.








Conclusion





	The Joint Proposal offered herein represents a meaningful solution to enablethe market further without requiring substantial revisions to the existing UDC infrastructure to serve direct access and non-direct access customers.  Metering services, and the information options they provide, have emerged as potential opportunities to increase customer understanding and response.  Accordingly, the sponsors of this petition urge the Commission to make revisions to existing non-DA tariff rules as proposed in this Revised Petition Request.  The sponsors of this petition are SPURR/REMAC, SDG&E, SCE, PG&E, ITRON, CELLNET, and CCUE.

















	�   See Attachment C which describes PG&E’s proposed implementation of this option.  This may vary among UDCs.
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