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Discussion of follow-up issues from the 9/28 meeting was as follows.





Totalized meters - UDC and ESP needs for MDMAs to totalize meters - When a recorder is present to totalize meters, its totalized data should be reported.  In cases where multiple meters’ data need to be combined prior to billing but no totalizing recorder is present, PG&E and SDG&E report that they add the data in the billing system and therefore want the meters reported separately.  However, this should not be a hard and fast rule, and UDCs and ESPs should adapt to customer needs if a customer wants something different.


Should the meter ID be anything other than the source of data? - The recorder number should be used if it totalizes multiple meters’ data, otherwise the meter number should be used.


Proposals for any needs for purpose or other codes, e.g., responses to requests, and for medium used for transmission - The issue outstanding from the 9/28 meeting was whether any additional needs for codes (e.g., purpose of transmission) could be identified at this point, prior to mapping to EDI.  (This issue will undoubtedly be revisited during EDI mapping.)  Jim described one possible scenario that could require a code that is not yet in the draft EDI implementation guideline that he has circulated (or in UIG’s guideline), to explore the possibilities that new codes are needed:  if an MDMA is responding to a request to resend (or to send, for the first time) data that it believes was previously sent, it may need to refer to both the identifying number for the request and the identifying number for the original data transmission.  Ryan suggested that at this time we should just focus on the situations that we need to handle now.  The general feeling was that identification of case scenarios will be an ongoing task, and that handling of some scenarios would be done using transport mechanisms other than EDI.  Follow-up:  Mark will discuss coordination of adjustment codes with Ernie Lewis.


Format to be used when a billing period contains both interval and cumulative data:  acceptability of changing the account number if the type of data being reported is changing mid-month - SCE concluded that the account number should not change when a different type of meter is installed, just the meter number.  It was noted that the account can change due to changes that occur at the same time that the MDMA changes, since changing from a cumulative to interval meter will often involve changing from the UDC to another MDMA.�As for the type of data to be sent for the billing period (given that a uniform type of data should be sent for the entire billing period), the type of data should be for the type of meter in place at the end of the billing period.  If the MDMA will be giving the UDC billing determinants or cumulative data (assuming it has become qualified to do this), it can report cumulative data even though an interval meter is present.


Identification of Case Scenarios (to describe how an MDMA operates vs. what it produces) - Beyond the discussion that has occurred as part of other items, this issue was held until Tom Lofgren is present.


ESPs are asked to identify preferences in transmission method for historical usage data (e.g., email, downloading from server) - The current transmission methods are email for SCE, HTTP for PG&E, and FTP for SDG&E.  As with most issues, a common approach is desired, whatever it is.  For example, PG&E wants one method, but had no preference as to which it is.  In addition to agreeing on a primary transmission method, a backup method should also be included;  in general (excluding historical usage), the agreed-upon backup method is fax.�Based on the discussion of this issue, Jim will present a strawman to OCC that recommends transmitting historical usage data using HTTP with Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) as the primary transmission method, with no standard backup mechanism for historic usage.





Status:  Business Requirements Document


Business Model document and meeting notes merged into draft - Draft #2 was reviewed, which had the Business Model document merged into the Business Requirements document.  A substantive discussion concerned the timing of implementation:  (1) the technical framework will be completed by 12/15/98, implementation details will be frozen on 2/15/99 (just after UIG’s meeting, 2/7-12, in Dallas), the test plan for MDMA acceptance will be complete by 8/1/99, all market participants will be operational by 9/1/99 to permit MDMA acceptance testing from 9/1/99 to 12/1/99, and conversion from CMEP to EDI will occur Sunday, 12/5/99.  The duration of testing will be revisited after the test plan is developed.  Since all parties must start work now to meet the implementation deadlines, we need to seek ESP and MDMA feedback, and Jim will present these dates as a strawman to OCC.  Jim will work the revisions into a revised draft, for the next meeting.


EDI Implementation Guideline - Time did not allow detailed discussion, so this was held to the next meeting.


Writing Tasks (areas of needed elaboration) - Follow-up:  Kathy will work with Ed to refine the discussion of reframing.  Jim will draft a table of the case scenarios discussed to date, for comparison in coding, and will update some other sections based on existing materials.  Chris will fill in detail concerning the timing of steps in implementation.





Next Steps:  see follow-up items in above notes.
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