Meter Specific Services Working Group


Meeting Minutes of October 19, 1998


9 AM - 2:30 PM


Whitter Service Center





The list of attendees is provided at the end of the minutes.





MEETING GOALS


Prioritize outstanding issues for the next work efforts.


Finalize the implementation materials for the common business process and forms procedures.


Discuss EDI and how it might work for Meter Specific Transactions.








1.  PRIORITIZE WORK





Issues collected and identified at previous meetings were categorized and presented.  Each issue was reviewed with the group to ensure the impact of the issue was understood from the perspective of each market participant role.  After the review of the issues, each participant was encouraged to rank each issue with the following scale: (developed by the OCC for ranking)


Is an Obstacle NOW


Is Difficult, but a workaround is in place


Required for the 





This ranking by market participant role (ESP, MSP, MDMA, UDC and CUSTOMER-ORA), helped flush out areas where specific participants would be required to develop the business processes and solutions.  It also highlighted areas where participants didn’t feel the issue belonged in this group or wasn’t a high priority.   The rankings were not reviewed in the meeting, but are attached as a separate file for review. (File name: mss priority.doc)  Implementation of the new processes and forms was the highest priority, so reactions to the rankings will be confirmed at the next meeting.  





16 Issues were ranked and 2 issues will be returned to the OCC as requiring support from other groups.  The credit issue and the relationship to scheduling will be led by Janie Mellon and Bash Nola.   The priority rankings are in the file: mss priority





2.  IMPLEMENTATION MATERIALS REVIEW





The “final” draft of the implementation materials were created by Teresa (SDG&E) and Noosheen (SCE) based on feedback from the OCC and Rule 22 meetings earlier in the month.  During this part of the meeting, participants reviewed the procedures and forms for both the Meter Characteristics and the Meter Installation and Remove processes.  Generally the group found the document to be a good start on the OCC Procedure Manual format, but added recommended several revisions.  These included:


Making the number of days required for the forms return and scheduling consistent.  This increased the schedule days from 4-5, but deleted the time requirements associated with 4 days.


Identified the missing process for handling “problem” or rejected MIRN forms.  The interactions between the UDC and 3rd parties are now described.


Detailed the UDC response process for the Meter Characteristics form and timelines associated with this process.





These materials have been modified and updated.  All of the supporting documentation such as Meter Type Code tables and samples of the forms are not yet completed.  However, the working group agreed this level of documentation was sufficient to implement.  This information is presented in the file: 


Joint-UCD-ESP-Metering-Handbook.





The scheduling link to the credit process at SCE will be reviewed after the OCC team completes their evaluation process.  In the meeting, SCE confirmed the credit link was the limiting factor in providing  additional flexibility in their scheduling processes.  





By agreement, the implementation period was moved to 11/16/98 to 12/16/98.  Following the implementation, there will be a review process to identify any problems or improvements.  This review is expected to begin by 1/7/99.








3. Discuss EDI and how it might work for Meter Specific Transactions.


 At this point in the agenda,  Jim Price presented some samples of how EDI transactions might appear for the MIRN form.  This led to discussion of what parties might be interested in the EDI design and implementation.  Most MSPs felt EDI was not their issue.  After Jim’s presentation, the group had an overview perspective of EDI.  After the implementation and “testing” of MIRN forms and processes, the group (or a smaller subgroup) should be able to better define the data associated with new meter specific EDI transactions.





The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 PM.  
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